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ABSTRACT 

Net news is more vivid and quick. It comes with audio video clippings. It is livelier than 

printed newspaper. Net news have galaxy of items to read on. It can be read anywhere and at 

any time provided one has android, windows or ios smart phones with net card or laptop with 

data card or dongle. News has a wide variety of things be it education, political, social, 

cultural, economy, entertainment and so on. Regular reading of news in net enhances the 

worldly knowledge of students. But how far our younger generations have developed the habit 

of reading net news is the question raised in our minds. Reading news in net would enhance 

the General Knowledge and current worldly affairs of a student.  Net news reading makes a 

man informative. Hence, the present topic has been chosen as Net news reading habits of Arts 

and Science College students. The study has used questionnaire for finding out net news 

reading habit among arts and science college students. The investigator has collected a sample 

of 200 arts and science college students from Madurai. The investigator has used stratified 

random sampling technique for the present study.  The findings of the study reveals that the 

arts and science college students 2% of them read daily,  8% of them read weekly once and  

22% of them read monthly once and 68% of them read net news occasionally. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

News is very important for a person to know what is happening in and around the world. It 

makes him informed about his surroundings. News in the beginning was through public 
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announcements using drum. Later it has developed into hand written copies. During freedom 

struggle of India, our freedom fighters have used handwritten newspapers to spread the message.  

Then Print media played a vital role in spreading knowledge and sharing information. Now it has 

gone beyond print. Electronic media has occupied the prime place.  For example Tamil dailies 

like are Dina Thanthi, Dinakaran, Dinamani, and Dinamalar have net newspapers. The other 

language papers also have their own net based newspapers.  The service providers like Yahoo 

and others are also having news item in their portal. Subscribers to these newspapers are on the 

rise. It is helping the overseas people mainly. Irrespective of the place where we are living we 

can have a glance over our favourite newspaper through net. The news in net is more vivid as it 

comes sometimes with audio and video clippings. The images are crystal clear when we see in 

net. It is livelier than printed newspaper. Net news have galaxy of items to read on. It can be read 

anywhere and at any time provided one has android, windows or ios smart 

phones/tablets/ipads/laptops/desktops with internet connectivity. News has a wide variety of 

things be it education, political, social, cultural, economy, entertainment and so on. Regular 

reading of news in net enhances the worldly knowledge of students. But how far our younger 

generations have developed the habit of reading net news is the question raised in our minds. 

Reading news in net would enhance the general knowledge and current worldly affairs of a 

student.  Net news reading makes a man more informative. Hence, the present topic has been 

chosen as Net news reading habits of Arts and Science College students. 

  

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

 

Net News - refers to information provided in Internet.    

Reading Habits- refers to behaviour of appraising information provided in Net news                                                

Arts and Science College students - refers to one who is studying B.A. or B.Sc. in Arts and 

Science Colleges. 

 

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
  

1) The study has formulated the following objectives: 

2) To find out the frequency in reading Net news by arts and science College students.   

3) To find out the length of Net news reading habits among arts and science college students.   

4) To find out the mode adopted by arts and science colleges students for Net news reading.    

 

3. HYPOTHESES FORMULATED FOR THE STUDY 
 

The hypotheses have been stated in null form: 

1) The arts and science college students do not have any frequency in reading Net news.   

2) The arts and science college students do not have any length of Net news reading habits.   

3) The arts and science college students do not have any specific mode for reading Net news.   

 

4. INSTRUMENTATION 

 

The investigator has consulted experts in the media field and professors in the Journalism 

Department of Madurai Kamaraj University for the construction of questionnaire on Net news 
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reading habit.  After having repeated discussion with the experts, the investigator finalized a tool 

with 20 items.  

 

ESTABLISHMENT RELIABILITY OF THE TOOL 

 

TEST AND RETEST METHOD 

  

The questionnaire was administrated among the 40 arts and science college students and re 

administrated among the same 40 arts and science college students after a gap of 15 days.  The 

correlation found for the item frequency of reading Net news between the two successive 

administrations of the questionnaire was 0.73. It is high correlation. Hence it is assumed that the 

questionnaire is having reliability. Thus the reliability of the rating scale was ensured. 

 

ESTABLISHING VALIDITY OF THE TOOL 

  

The investigator has consulted experts in the department of journalism and mass communication 

of Madurai Kamaraj University for constructing the tool. It ensures face and content validity of 

the questionnaire.   

  

According, to Garret, H.E (1967, P, 365) the index of reliability is sometimes taken as a measure 

of validity. 

 

SCORING 

 

The frequency of Net news reading was given rating like 1, 2, 3 and 4 for the responses daily, 

weekly once, monthly once and occasionally. The other items were counted and percentage was 

worked out.  

 

SAMPLE DESIGN 
 

The investigator has followed random sampling method for the present study.  The investigator 

has collected a sample of 200 arts and science college students in Madurai city. 

 
5. NEWSPAPER READING HABITS AMONG HIGH SCHOOL STUDETNS 

          

 Net news reading habits among arts and science college students are presented in percentage 

form in Table 1. The details regarding null hypotheses stated and decisions regarding the 

hypotheses are presented in the following paragraphs. 

 

HYPOTHESIS 1:  

 

The arts and science college students do not have any frequency in reading Net news.   

  

The details regarding the frequency of reading Net news by arts and science college students are 

presented in the following Table 1. 
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Table 1: PERCENTAGE ANALYSIS FOR THE FREQUENCY IN READING NET NEWS 

Sl. No Time No. of students  Percentage 

1.  Daily 4 2 

2. Weekly Once 16 8 

3. Monthly Once 44 22 

4. Occasionally 136 68 

 Total 200 100 

  

 

 
Figure 1: PERCENTAGE ANALYSIS FOR THE FREQUENCY IN READING NET NEWS 

 

It is evident from Table 1 that the arts and science college students  2% of them read Net news 

daily, 8% of them read weekly once, 22% of them read monthly once and 68% of them read Net 

news occasionally.  

  

It may be concluded from the above table that 68% of arts and science college students read Net 

news occasionally, 22% of them monthly once, 8% read weekly and 2% of them read monthly 

once.  

 

HYPOTHESIS 2:  

 

The arts and science college students do not have any length of Net news reading habits.  

  

The details regarding the length of Net news reading habits among arts and science college 

students are presented in the following Table 2. 

 

 

Daily Weekly Once Monthly Once Occasionally Total

No. of students 4 16 44 136 200

Percentage 2 8 22 68 100

NET NEWS READING HABIT 
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Table 2: PERCENTAGE ANALYSIS FOR THE LENGTH IN READING NET NEWS 

Sl.No. Time No. of students  Percentage 

1.  Less than one year 152 76 

2. One to three years 36 18 

3. More than three years 12 6 

 Total 200 100 

 

 
Figure 2: PERCENTAGE ANALYSIS FOR THE LENGTH IN READING NET NEWS 

  

It is evident from Table 2 that 76 % of arts and science college students read Net news less than 

one year. 18% of them read Net news one to three years. 6% of them have the Net news reading 

habit of more than three years.  

  

It can be concluded from the above Table that the majority of arts and science college students 

have started reading Net news less than one year. 18% of them read Net news one to three years. 

6% of them read Net news more than three years.   

 

HYPOTHESIS 3:  

 

The arts and science college students do not have any specific mode for reading Net news.   

  

The details regarding the mode of reading Net news among arts and science college students are 

presented in the following Table 3. 

 

Table 3: PERCENTAGE ANALYSIS FOR THE MODE OF NET NEWS READING AMONG 

ARTS AND SCIENCE COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Sl.No. Place No. of students  Percentage 

1.  Smart Phones 

( Windows, Ios and Android) 

82 41 

2. Tablets / ipads 37 18.5 

Less than one
year

One to three
years

More than
three years

Total

No. of students 152 36 12 200

Percentage 76 18 6 100

LENGTH OF READING NET NEWS 
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( Windows, Ios and Android) 

3. Laptops 54 27 

4. Desktops  27 13.5 

 Total  200 100 

 

 
Figure 3: PERCENTAGE ANALYSIS FOR THE MODE OF NET NEWS READING HABIT 

AMONG ARTS AND SCIENCE COLLEGE STUDENTS 

  

It is evident from Table 3 that the high school students 41% of them read Net news through 

smart phones, 18.5% of them read Net news through tablets / I pads, 27% of them read Net news 

through laptops, 13.5% of them read Net news through desktops.  

  

It may be concluded from the above table that majority of arts and science college students read 

Net news through smart phones, 27% of them read Net news through laptops, 18.5% of them 

read Net news through tablets/ I pads and 13.5% of them read Net news through desktops. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

 

The study can be concluded by stating the following.  They are: 

1) It is revealed from the study that 68% of arts and science college students read Net news 

occasionally, 22% of them monthly once, 8% read weekly and 2% of them read monthly 

once. 

2) It is proved in this study that the majority of arts and science college students have started 

reading Net news less than one year. 18% of them read Net news one to three years. 6% 

of them read Net news more than three years.   

3) It is exposed in this study that majority of arts and science college students read Net news 

through smart phones, 27% of them read Net news through laptops, 18.5% of them read 

Net news through tablets/ I pads and 13.5% of them read Net news through desktops. 

 

 

Smart
Phones

Tablets /
ipads

Laptops Desktops Total

No. of students 82 37 54 27 200

Percentage 41 18.5 27 13.5 100

MODE OF READING NET NEWS 

http://www.granthaalayah.com/


[Ramakrishnan et. al., Vol.4 (Iss.9: SE): September, 2016]                   ISSN- 2350-0530(O) ISSN- 2394-3629(P) 

                                                                                        IF: 4.321 (CosmosImpactFactor), 2.532 (I2OR)  

Http://www.granthaalayah.com  ©International Journal of Research - GRANTHAALAYAH [50-56] 

7. EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

It is revealed from the study that majority of arts and science college students read Net news 

occasionally. It may be due to availability of smart phones/ tablets/ laptops/desktops. It may be 

due to internet connectivity. It is proved in this study that the majority of arts and science college 

students have started reading Net news less than one year.  Citizens are becoming netizens 

recently.  Rapid changes in the behavior of students are recent as service providers like Tata 

docomo/ Aircel/ Airtel/ BSNL made vigorous campaigns for net packs.  It is exposed in this 

study that majority of arts and science college students read Net news through smart phones. 

This finding is due to many new smart phones which are coming up in the market with 

competitive prices.  
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