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English: This research paper analyzes community singing in the Braj region as an important folk tradition. The Braj region is an
ancient, religiously and culturally rich land of India, where devotion to Lord Krishna, the Raas Leela, Holi, Krishna Janmashtami,
year-round folk traditions, and community life are deeply intertwined. In this region, Samaj Gayan is a folk singing tradition that is
not merely a form of music but a powerful medium of religious experience, social unity, and cultural identity. Samaj Gayan is usually
performed in temples, shrines, village squares, community gatherings, festivals, and religious occasions. Singers, musicians, and
the audience participate as a group, making this singing a form of collective devotion. Through the singing, Lord Krishna, Radha,
Gopal, the religious places of Braj, and episodes from Krishna's life are glorified. This process acts as a cultural bridge between the
folk and the divine. In the Braj region, Samaj Gayan is considered a folk-cum-divine tradition because it originates from folk life and
is connected with devotion to God. It uses the Braj language, which is characterized by simplicity, emotional depth, and profound
devotion. The ragas, talas, singing style, and musical instruments used in the singing present a beautiful blend of ancient classical
music and folk traditions. Thus, this tradition expresses the cultural soul of the Braj region. This research paper provides a detailed
study of the historical background, origin, development, singing process, role of the singers, participation of the audience, and social
significance of Samaj Gayan. It also analyzes how the Samaj Gayan tradition is being affected in the modern era due to urbanization,
changing lifestyles, new media, and shifts in the interests of the younger generation. In many places, this tradition is becoming
limited to specific occasions, raising questions about its preservation. In conclusion, it is clarified that Samaj Gayan is an important
folk-cum-divine tradition of the Braj region, which is not merely a religious practice but a powerful force for social unity and cultural
expression. Identity, human values, and collective consciousness play a crucial role in preserving this tradition. Documenting,
researching, preserving, and transmitting this tradition to the new generation are essential for its survival.

Hindi: Ig e U s &3 § AH&IR-Ih M i Ueh AgcaqUl dich URURT o &0 H [Isaifid shear 81 5197 &5 9Rd i Ueh U, aififar 3k
Siter 3ToE H TERTS ¥ I §Y &1 39 & H, FHIST A Yeh lich A URURT ¢ St AT Hifld el Geh ¥U Tgi dfc<h wlfHech (gd, QTSR
QohdT 3R Tipicich UgaT I Yeh TRIeRT HIEAH 8| THIST A AR R Jie, defwre, am dicl, aieiiis T@Rte!, dgR! iR aififa
SAERI R U AT STaT 81 ek, SifidaR SR ST Toh T9g & ¥U & 9N od 8, S99 a8 T+ anffecs it o1 Ueh &9 94 ST 81
T & HIEIH § WG 0T, T, AT, SIS o UTfifeh Tell 3R W7 & St o UG el URTH fhar Sirar 81 ag ufshar «tes 3R faea &
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Community Singing in the Braj Region as a Folk-Religious Tradition

I Qeh Hikepfdich Vg ol S el & | STST &1 H, FHTST T i oA1ch-Tg-1&ed TRURT HIHT ST @ Riifch Ug ich Sita § 30 gidt & 3R 35
& ufa ey & ST g3 81 3T sIST WIS SRt waT fohar wan 8, St wrert, WieHTeHeh MeRrs 3R e Hfer & uRyuf 81 T, are, e et ek
T B Uge aTerd UTie ey ifid $fiR dich IRuRTSi hl Uk Yax fAS107 URgd ohd &1 39 UehR, I8 URURT §IST &3 chl HiXepicich STHT
HI HfHead wedl g1 I8 M U TS A &t Ufeie gsfa, Saf, [, wma= ufthar, el &t e, siarst &t wrflert ofik
TSI Ag I fOd S1eqa URdd T ¢ | T8 39 a1d ol HY fIsqwor et & o eien<on, seatd stianstett, 9Q #ifear ok gar digh &t
A # IeeTra oh hROT INYFeh T H FATS AT TRURT fohd UehR I 8t W6l 81 hs I R, I8 R fAfAT et dek & difad gidt
S 36t 6, FOrod 59k &1 R Usfg o1 3@ g1 8id H, ag T fohar SiTaT & foh TSt T s7ST 815 chl Yeh AgcdqUl dlieh-Hg-4Tfieh IRURT 8,
S AT3 Yok YTk UAT 6] dfech ATHTISIh Yehdl 3R Hisepideh SifHeATkT T Ten TRTe HIEH &1 Ugd™, AHAT Jod 3R 9rfgdh I 39
TRURT & TR&0T H Ageayqul Yfent AT €1 39 TRURT &l G&ATaSiIehRuT, MY, TRET0T 3R 18 Uit deh g9ehT UHR 59 Aifedd & folg siasaeh
2l

Keywords: Braj Region, Community Singing, Folk Devotional Tradition, Braj Language, Krishna Devotion, Folk Music, Cultural
Heritage, STST &, GTG1Aeh T, #ich {fckl URURT, SIST HTHT, 0T Hfck, dteh diftd, &

&A1

ST &5 YR Fikepfceh TRURT | ferd, Tifid SR AR ol Uk ST Heaqul che 8T ¢ 1 I8 &1 wHTa fighsur h efietrstl ¥ Helg
B o RO 7 chadl eTfHe e b, dfcen Ak 3R derraaeh gt & +ff fafe ggam w@ar 81 597 Fi Aiendeepld & Ifta 3R A= a1 fat
M g, o9 J1eam 9 S S1u-T enfiien 1a-1sT, TrTfoich Ia-T SR Aikepieh Jedi ol ST A dheaTl 1T | S Fitepide uRged
H THIS T Yeh LA Aleh SaTerdt TURT & &0 H [Aenfid gorm &1 IamsT T a¥gd: 9nffed Hfet A= &l ag W g, fSad dfez a1
3aTeTd che oh ¥U H 1 AT 8 IR STHUTH ehT THIST ITH Afchd TgHTRIAT el &1 SHH fohelt Geh Tk IT ShellehR ol g1, dech G THA™T
T TR &R BT 8| TG ULURT 5157 o HIG, STpesit oh IcHal, IETTH Yal, ST, Bich], STFHTEH! T 3= 4Tfifen Sraeri IR faiy w0 ¥ wafed
&1 AT T & q1eaH § iR chael afdiTd F1eET 9 ek Iifeeh yfd 9 St 81 Bfagrie g & g\t e i wRuy o Heiy
HeeRTell HfekT Sfieler & ST §AT 8, STa Hall 3R ATl 3 cAtehurenaii # fery ehredr &Y TaAT R SIHTIRUT deh ATeAT e WIS i
Ul | SSTHTST # AT Ug, STESTY shiad] Sl IS aT fafei= dworg duerdt & e fia GaTsT 13 ol U@ YR 97 | I, a1 3R & &
AT & F Ug SaTerd} ararervr | Mg Sird ¢, ey sentfdienar 3R Hied &l SIsT S IUE BIdT 8| THIST M chddl eTffch IS gl
2, Ifceh ag sToT & oht FrTfSIeh ST, Afghdr 3R Hikepfden ARazar ot +ff ggg onvar &1 3aH faf= o, sy awgl ok amfoias gsyfaat
& 1T gk a1 afford gtene e & ATed @ HTCT 3R ehdT ST 31T dhed & | 39 UehR THIS T §i5T &1 | alich iR 3aTerd & g I
T 1Y ST G311 Yeh Staid Hiehicieh ULURT o ¥ H 37T HY U {ies o1 g3 g1

g4 1Y Y GATST TG 5151 &5 <hl ARk TR <t Siifad R@= <1 Ges et Aread ot 81 faf@da tet i smdenm Tyfa, sreor sik sivars
TR TYTRT Tg URURT T[34 (A, TREGeARS U1 Greridies GgHIfTar & Aresd § 3 gl 81 darerdt # Fafia ®u @ g1 aret gamst e &
T § 7 hadl HickT TIfgT a1 TREAUT 8T 8, fceh TifidTcten SIgemed, ety iR dreae off T8 w0 & fafad giar 81 g8 U
Al el ST Fifid & Sited §Q Yeh g hl YfHent Rrdl &1 FHTST T a1 areTiStes et ot srcdd dgeayquf 81 ag gl 3R ehsars
Sftas & ArfgerdT &l WTaHT ohl Ueel T & aUT THTST ohl Hikehldeh &Y ¥ Yehoe 3@dT &1 UTfifeh SISl o SR HIS M o ATedd 9
& 1ot &fAen Sftee ot Riaren & SUR Isa seaTfcies 3T T 9T Td ¢ | T TSI HIgTE, AU TganT 3R Hikpiden uga
I ASTd! et 81 oy &0 & 5797 &9 #, STl AlgR 3R Ia Arfged U 8 #41Y ST1d 8, THTST T dAldhsiiad i ST o &G H IRdT
g1 YAk THY | depritchl fAehTd, EAARUT 3R Feeld! SitaLlel! o ShRUT URUR dieh aaTerdl TRURTST & A 3Heh gl ot Jufed
&1 3T STasie GHTS A 317 Wi 15T & H 37U UTEifiehar 1Y g &1 R |, enfien dxnsi ok divpfde dieAt grT 34 TRfea
3R UicHTied Tt & TaTd fohy ST 3@ &1 e SfiR Toiae o AT ¥ +ff 39 URURT i THE SR 311 IgM i STaIchdT HEYY ohl <17 3@ 81
3T AT hT I §IoT & H FHIST T i Yeh dlch SaTardt TRURT & &Y H JHSHI, Iqh Qfdgiien, Titeplden ik qmfSics smamt ar
fAoAOT SHRAT TUT THATCAA HeH H ITeh! AT R FAIATT ot J@ifchd h3T 81 3T UhR Tg MY 7 hael siaf I Hikepideh ARTEd hl ISR
T 8, Ffceh Aheid 3R ATIETIeh ey TRURTS & eamdeh SreaaH | off INTEM 37 ot TaTd vl 81

sToT & 31 3ah! gidgplas yusyfA

ST &8 YR Tiehfaas 3faer & fae, Aiwmuur Sik Tifia o Uah Sicdd Tg SiR Sitdd e 8T & | AYRT, arad, Mae, sRaTT, Aeia
T gHtuad! &5 ot Hfiepsor i efterreretl & &U | JH1 ST 8, fSeeh shRuT a8l &6t Hikepfaen I+ 7 Wikt Yah i dd & U # fdgmm g1
31T Y TPl Achoiia § TERTS & ST g8 8, STal uTfifen ST, ud @eR, difid ofR o agfeeh St o Sif = i €1 5757 Y cileneiepia d
Gifid Shael ARSI ol F14H A8l 381, dfch I8 uTfier srgfd, smeafaies |1emT iR ArTfSich YehdT i StfHeafert e uTasiTed! HIedH g1 81
&R, T, H1E 3R AuTel Y WreSTeh el Hikgpfaren MAffdat & e 3@ 8, STel Ao A & H1ead & Afeky H1d & goitg faar STrar @1
& Sharma (2008) | ¢t Giepfcleh ATaTaRUT H GHTST T <l faehre g3, ST 515 <hl Arfodh UTfficn a1 el afafAfd =0 o )
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soT § gHTST M9 &1 Sfagias Awme

GHTST T §757 &5 ! HferT-Efid URURT &1 Yeh Agaqui 311 g, Siaeh! Icuft Aegrepteli-l STk WRd H g8 | g T UUTTel! Jedd: Jsure
fery sricter & uwra # fAenfa gg, fSad s sigreor & ufa wifert ik arifSter TRadr wr SR e mam gRH # SISt M1a- <1 9T
gt FErT SR AR 7 anfifer smateT ofk Icat & dRM widkmfia uega A & g gtar um1 gaeht fastvar ag & o ag shaa difia ae
Hiffa =181 8, afces 3TH arfSen SiR aTffcr Ta=1 T THTALT BiaT &, e Tier 7 Afdes ok smeatfcies gedi ot Hae= giar &1

THTST MO T W& T & 91 faanffa g, o writ st s ofR dies YT 1 fsroT 3 mam| a8 Mae 7 dhad Aidd Wg &
Siffreafa 8, afces o1 & & TSl SR Aiepfae Sitad o1 ot uredtes a1 mam w5t & 38 Frafda srgem o fRwar a-man man ok artor
TS | 38 Afaeh UTfifen SiR Aiepfaes Uga™ & ¥4 H U= 111 Sgfeh T # +ff gHTST M A 310t Afagiies uga @l arg w@n
8, STafch gTeht et SR URgfa # aeaTra 3Td 33 &, S 34 ST ot 5791 Wl o1 Shteia fgeam a=ran 81

THTST T Y TTLRUT

IS T O ST 39 Arfees Wiet H wRoRT & 8, foras amrst & faf9ra anif & v ges a1 firee Sarerl & ug, 9oH, dhid- ik
e vl ot e e €1 3T fohedt Yen ek AT dhetTehR hY MerTTaT gl gtelt, Sfeth X1 THTST Ueh 3ohTS o &0 A Gg Tl giar 81 It arfgehar
GHTST T <ht 7 faterdT g1 gt o1 A7d ¢ foh TSt T cieheH SR TRmTd o & o9 U 9 o ®U H i dhedl §, Hifch 39 S
et & TrY-ary e aTaATSt ol oft IH=aT giaT € Pandey (2012)1 59T 85 ® g8 UWRURT AR dhidd 81 & PHRUT AlchedTerdl WY UgUT
At &, STET SaTerd chact GolT ehl RITH = Igehy Hiwepidich MIdTaTerdl 2l che & ST 81

HTST T 3T iR siiela

GHTST 7T hl UfdeTiieh U8y ol T o forg AeenTells HfeRT SMiale T SIqT 3MTadeh 61 39 hlel A deat |, Aa=0 AgTIe] JuT
3 AT ST = feRT el SHATHIRI Jeh Ugam oh fog Tt HTSTaH SfR Hifid el A1eas ST srormeT 7 = fery ual & wrat & gt
Tt <t kT & STISTI STESTU hidal YR, Aear, G 3¢ Y TG FHIST T T THE STYR &1 | 34 Ual sl difgeh T aarerdl
# Fafia ®u @ g o, a8 GaTsT a9 &l TR ggg 3R HRINTd g8 Shukla (1999) 1 wieRT stigler = difid ot S5 mift a1 &-et, goay
3R ATaHTH FIE= A1, = TH1ST T Sl e GrTfoich Wiariar ugH i

THTST T 3T SIS YTHT

STSTHTST Sl THTST T chl STTHT hgl ST TehdT & | FHeh! AYRAT, TeIdT R HIEUIUIAT 38 Afgeh M- & oIy 3icdid Iuged a1t g1
ST | AT ual # YR, arched iR iRy 39 <t gur=ar Aerdt 8, St sfigpsor wifery ot srcdd Tsfia SiR SrggfauRes ST 81 SISTHTST <Al
TESIdT ch ShRUT FHTST M # fagH 3R T 519 G ®Y @ AT o Herd ¢ | AT 3R i T I8 IS GHTST TR i A= 9§
TEXE & Siiedr & 9k 38 fidl-az-digt TaRd g aivg &H1a1 & Mishra (2010).1 39 YRR SISTHTST THIST T hl Hikepfceh (Rl i §-1¢
TG # Agaqut yfient At g1

HfeR TR | AT T

SIST &1 o HiR THTST TR & UH he 38 &1 Tl ST e, Idl, SIeH, Jeltell, gielt 3R S-HIEH S8 udl W GH1s M Siferd
3 & U # Fffferd giar 1 Sarerdt ardrearor # drgfec e § urfiar srfa 3R stfees g aur urasren gt Sirdt 81 /iR satRa gwre
T 3 AR ot TR W 3R I w1ffer e & Siea & Agcayuf et s 1 Merchatstt et 71 & foh Aarerdt uuRT = ToTs
T < chael Gikpiden Mfafafdr 7 3gem Ger srganfla unfifer ST el @eu U fham Singh (2015) 1 388 39! fAaRar 3R ufastdr s+t
T

TS T T YIS Hga

GHTST T chadl HTfHeh IS o1 8, dfcwh Ug AMHISIh Yehd 3R THRIAT ol Y TLrer Hied g1 399 Si1fd, o, 3y oik anffer fRafa
& A 7107 gt AT € SR Tt AT o TR A wfeRy wed €1 a8 arfees T TRTaT IETST # AT 3R MISTR Y HIeHT bl Uad dhed! g1 gt
3R HEETE THIST | GHIST T AT{ech YA ohl ASTd hedl & a7 Fikhicdch Hedl oh &0l H Tgrah gidl &1 f[AgHi o SaR TH1eT T
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YHATTIeh TR eht FRIRAT USTH ehdl & 3R #lleheehid ehl Siidd SIHTY I&dT & Verma (2014) 1 39 UhR I8 URURT GHTSTeh 3R Hikhiceh G-t
R R Agayguf 81

HATST MM hT q&Y

GHTST T Ueh Ut IRORT ¢ fred aera & ot avf, oy oik arfoies gsyf & ol fete arfesh &4 & wisH, Ug, hid 3R after
i 1d €1 I8 eaferid ueki= wR sienRa 6l gidT, Sfces drfee TeHIiiar ofR e &t Hia=TSi et AfHeed ehdl &1 THIST T &l g
hadl e Uehe T el g, Sfeth Ag ATHTTOIh YehdT, Hikepideh RaxdT 3fR UTfifeh a1 i sATQ T@= | +ff Wgrieh € Pandey (2012)1 89T
& & HfR ofk Trduifes et 59 wWuRt & e @ €, Sel Fafid ®u & angfge wfey M gt 81 399 ol 7 dhaet seatfdid gvd U
FR 8, Sfch TATST & 37 TS| o A1 Ak T4+ 3R TgaNT chl Hre=T At foerfdd gl 81

GHTST T H Hiftd, 0T, 916 SR HTaTHh URdfd ST a1 38 dhadl diffich S8 A I Ueh Stidd Hikpiceh Mafafd amar 81 39
ufehar & Ui afa dht YFMGRY Agayqul gidt 8, s tRoRT fidl-az-tiet wferd gt 81

SR, TEIRRUT 3R dehrich! [ehT™l oh ShRUT URUR dlchgadierd! URURTSH TR SaTd UST & | 36ch STdsla THTST I siaf &5 # Sfad
1 3T 81 AR, Fikpfcieh TRATY 3R Meyehal g8eh TRETUT 3R el & UM & 3@ & Tripathi (2018)1 fEfSieet #Hifgan, siersT #3,
Hiamger U0 3R feprafiich Mer & ATeH & GHTST TG hl Ugd 96 @1 6| SHehT <197 Ig g3 foh gar fid ot 38 o1 § IS @1 &1 9HrST Mg
T haet HfeRT o1 T4 §, Sfceh T8 9T &1 I Hikeplddh Ugd™, TlcheTiHd a1 3R Tiffgeh AHTISIch STia hl I-TQ T@+ ohl WG ATEAH 81
ST TR0 Hiasy # ot 5151 Y Hivepfaer SR enfiies formad & aefa & forg smasae g1

HGTAN FAIaaT R AT T &1 f3foree e

GHTST T4, STt 5751 &1 hl URUReR Widky-Tfid U3uRT 1 Agcayquf fge &, 3ist svg snygfAeh Aoy chl A1 e 38T & 1 8T, garail
h Feerdt AT 3R TSI & UHTE A 39 WURT ht Hie IR R geifad fohar g1 ahs amtor ok 8¢ A’ 7 sra ag o= Fafid su @
& forar ST, SR A dil & FerrerR 38 Wiaw ok oM sg & r 3 fS@T 3@ 81 59 3relraT, URuRe THTST M <ht Aeft 3R g1 ot
A FarR W R g1 39 I 811 o @aR & ST @7 &1 39 URUITHEESY, THIST T i [gaT 3R Fiffifae fafderdr off ofR-R genfaa
RG]

39 W & TReT0T & fAw f3fSiea aefiant a1 Iuah ues uardt Iura arfaa gt w81 &1 It RepifE, sifaerrs wiewd, ok f3fSea
TR STERT & FHTST T eht eaTUeh &2feh 1R MYehatell deh UgdTdT ST HehdT & | HlATSd U, J&E A-eT 3R GiereT Hif$ar et 4 54 Afgen
TR OR 1T oh 3R gar Uit # 3 Icaa et o S1aer Ry &1 ar &, fefSiea e ok sifers= aohaify & ATedd § Y hellehRi oht Ufveror
3R 39 TRURT Sl SHifad 3@ 11 bl 81 $9 a%g, MY AT o ITas[a GHTST T hl Hivepideh SR TfHc Ugar &l §91Y &1 319
Teh-{1ch! T o HTEOH § Ga g1 741 ¢ 1 39¢h SAfaRerd, RITIT Tqer 3R #eRl & TgahT & Hikpiaes smats1 3R gfcraifiiaran s smats
f 39 WU ot TG 1@ # Heg IR GhdT 81

frsnd

ST &5 | GHTST A 7 helel Geh UTfHich WRWRT 8, dfceh U8 Hikehfcen, TSI 3R smeafaias e & Y srid Agaqul 81 I8 WUl 5751
& AR 3R Sareral & hal @ Aenfla gl TSt & It ot o forg amffees wifckt SiR Hipicier =T ot ATedd & TS 81 TS T |
iR U&LH & WM R g TgHRIar ol A fear S1dT 8, ot ag Ueh Ot Sfidd diegearerdil URoRT s & ot Uigl-ae-tidl daRka
gidt 6 81 sfagra 7 e siicter, ey wfaal iR ST i TSI 3 FHIST T vt TeT R e U & @fta, I, a1t ok
qTGYUT HTHT A S8 7 hadt YT STa T AT T, Feh ATHIISIG YehdT 3R ATfdh UgdT ol Ht HaTgeh ST | aTerdl & §8ch e
Y NI hl SmeaTfciien S, ATfgeh 3TG SR TTHTISTeh THREdT hl STaER UTW idT 81 S1TST & Sgfaen iR gt uRasr # ot gret e
U UrifiveRdr ST gU 8| fefSiee Hifear, srerefien iy iR Gitepfaes ST o TReT0T & yaTEt § I8 UoRT Siifdd 3R @sitd a1 g3 81
GHTST T Shael HferT T AT 61 6, Jech I8 SI9T & hl Aikepldeh Uga, dAlehdTiHeh Ia-T 3R Tiffgeh Aikehiceh ORI I Ulieh g1 37d:
g fsery entat ST Tehar ¢ fob o191 & # GHTST M0 o QY dlehgadTerd! TRuvT @ Sit enfien, diwpicen 3R arifoie gfe & sgamandt aga
@l g1 gg 7 hael AfRT ot Agfeeh IgWd H FeeldT 8, dfcen dHTfSih TAREd, Hikepfde MARaRar $iR atendiiia o drefor # +ff Agaayuf
AT 1T & | THTST T <l I8 Stdd W1 Ao & ot 5757 6l Qivepfer eRIgR o Hae= 3fiR T2eror 1 A1f ud &t
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