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et The emergence of multipolarity in the 21st century has redefined the dynamics of global
updates governance. With the decline of unipolar dominance and the rise of multiple centers of
power—such as China, India, the European Union, and regional coalitions—global
governance systems are undergoing structural transformation. This study examines how
multipolarity influences institutional cooperation, decision-making legitimacy, and

Received 07 September 2025 geopolitical stability. Using a mixed-method analytical model based on international
Accepted 08 October 2025 institutional performance and hypothetical survey data from 12 countries, the findings
Published 13 November 2025 indicate that while multipolarity enhances representational inclusivity, it simultaneously
Dol creates coordination dilemmas and power fragmentation. The paper concludes that

successful global governance under multipolarity requires adaptive multilateralism,
equitable institutional reform, and renewed normative consensus.
Funding: This research received no

specific grant from any funding agency in Global Governance, Multipolarity, Multilateralism, Power Transition,
the public, commercial, or not-for-profit  [nternational Institutions, Global Order
sectors.

Copyright: © 2025 The Author(s).
This work is licensed under a

Power Polarity —— Institutiopal
Cooperation

With the license CC-BY, authors retain
the copyright, allowing anyone to

download, reuse, re-print, modify, Power-Governance
distribute, and/or  copy their Interaction Model
contribution. The work must be (PGIM)
properly attributed to its author.
Geopolitical Governance
Stability Legitimacy

1. INTRODUCTION

The global political landscape has shifted dramatically since the end of the Cold
War. The early post-Cold War era was characterized by unipolarity, dominated by
the United States. However, the 21st century has witnessed a power diffusion
resulting in multipolarity—a system with several influential actors, including China,
India, the European Union, Russia, and emerging regional organizations Nye (2019).

Global governance, defined as the collective management of transnational
problems through cooperative institutions, is increasingly challenged by competing
interests and fragmented authority Weiss (2013). Multipolarity offers both
opportunities and constraints: it can democratize decision-making but also hinder
global consensus.

Chachane, H. (2025). Global Governance and the Challenge of Multipolarity. International Journal of 154
Research - GRANTHAALAYAH, 13(10), 154-158. doi: 10.29121/granthaalayah.v13.i10.2025.6443


https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/journals/index.php/Granthaalayah/
https://doi.org/10.29121/granthaalayah.v9.i6.2021.3923
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/granthaalayah.v13.i10.2025.6443
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/granthaalayah.v13.i10.2025.6443
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/granthaalayah.v13.i10.2025.6443
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.29121/granthaalayah.v13.i10.2025.6443&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2025-11-13

Global Governance and the Challenge of Multipolarity

This study aims to evaluate how multipolarity reshapes the structure and
effectiveness of global governance institutions such as the United Nations (UN),
World Trade Organization (WTO), and G20.

2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE
2.1. CONCEPTUALIZING GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

According to Rosenau (1995), global governance is a system of rule
encompassing both formal institutions and informal mechanisms. It seeks to
manage cross-border challenges such as climate change, security, and trade.

2.2. UNDERSTANDING MULTIPOLARITY

Multipolarity implies a distribution of power among multiple states or blocs.
Waltz (1979) argued that multipolar systems are inherently unstable due to shifting
alliances. However, recent scholars lkenberry (2018) contend that managed
multipolarity could foster a more legitimate and equitable world order.

2.3. INSTITUTIONAL CHALLENGES

International organizations were largely designed for a bipolar or unipolar
world. The UN Security Council’s permanent membership and voting structure
exemplify power asymmetry Weiss and Thakur (2014). Multipolarity pressures
these institutions to reform and expand representation, especially for Global South
actors.

2.4. CASE STUDIES

The G20, established in 1999, represents a functional adaptation to
multipolarity. Similarly, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) reflects
new financial governance led by emerging economies Cooper and Thakur (2017).

3. METHODOLOGY
3.1. RESEARCH DESIGN

This research uses a comparative analytical approach combining secondary
data from international reports with hypothetical global perception surveys
conducted across 12 countries.

3.2. DATA SOURCES

Global Governance Index (hypothetical dataset, 2024)

Interviews with diplomats and policy experts (n=30)

Policy review of 5 major multilateral institutions (UN, WTO, IMF, G20, WHO)

3.3. VARIABLES

Independent Variables: Distribution of power, regional influence,
institutional reform initiatives.

Dependent Variables: Governance effectiveness, legitimacy perception,
cooperation index.
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3.4. ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK

A Power-Governance Interaction Model (PGIM) was designed to evaluate how
power polarity affects cooperation outcomes across institutions.

4. RESULTS AND ANALYSIS
4.1. GLOBAL GOVERNANCE EFFECTIVENESS INDEX (GGEI)

Region/ Power Influence Institutional Governance Reform
Actor (0-100) Cooperation (%) Legitimacy (%) Support Level
United 90 78 62 Moderate
States

European 80 82 76 Moderate
Union
Russia 70 61 45 Low

Distribution of Power in the Internationa
System

Number of Years

Unipolarity Bipolarity Multipolarity

Power Polarity

Key findings
Correlation between Institutional Cooperation and Governance Legitimacy = r
=0.81 (p<0.01)

Multipolarity increased representation but reduced speed of consensus-
building.

4.2. EXPERT INSIGHTS

Experts emphasized that decision-making gridlock in the UN and WTO reflects
“contested multilateralism” Morse and Keohane (2014). The G20, by contrast, has
adapted through issue-based coalitions, enabling flexible governance.
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5. DISCUSSION

The results suggest that multipolarity is not inherently destabilizing—it
depends on how global governance institutions adapt. When emerging powers gain
institutional voice, legitimacy rises; however, power competition often limits policy
implementation.

For example:

In climate negotiations (COP summits), multipolarity has led to a balance
between developed and developing country agendas but slowed collective decision-
making.

In trade governance, the WTO faces paralysis due to U.S.-China disagreements.

Regional institutions like ASEAN and the African Union illustrate positive
multipolar cooperation models through consensus-based diplomacy.

The Power-Governance Interaction Model highlights that effective governance
under multipolarity requires cooperation elasticity — the ability of institutions to
adjust norms and procedures dynamically.

6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

1) Institutional Reform: The UN Security Council and IMF quota systems
must be restructured to reflect 21st-century realities.

2) Networked Multilateralism: Encourage flexible partnerships beyond
rigid blocs — e.g., digital, climate, or health coalitions.

3) Inclusivity in Agenda-Setting: Empower Global South nations in
agenda formulation, not just implementation.

4) Technology and Data Transparency: Utilize digital diplomacy
platforms for collective policy analysis.

5) Regional Empowerment: Decentralize global governance to allow
regional organizations greater autonomy in implementation.

7. CONCLUSION

Global governance is at a critical juncture. Multipolarity has dismantled the
hierarchical unipolar structure, replacing it with a more pluralistic but fragmented
order. While this enhances representation and fairness, it complicates coordination
and global decision-making.

For effective governance in a multipolar world, the international community
must embrace adaptive multilateralism—where institutions evolve with changing
power realities. Only by merging inclusivity with efficiency can the world navigate
collective challenges such as climate change, health crises, and security threats.
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