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ABSTRACT 
Plyometric training is a widely used method for enhancing sprint performance and 
explosive strength in track and field athletes. This study investigates the effects of an 
eight-week plyometric training program on sprint times and lower-body power in 
competitive sprinters. A total of 40 male and female track and field athletes, aged 18-25 
years, were randomly assigned to a plyometric training group (PTG) and a control group 
(CG). Pre- and post-tests measured 30m and 100m sprint times, vertical jump height, and 
standing broad jump distance. Statistical analysis revealed significant improvements in 
the PTG compared to the CG, with reductions in sprint times and increases in jump 
performance (p < 0.05). These findings suggest that integrating plyometric exercises into 
training regimens can enhance neuromuscular efficiency, leading to improved sprint 
speed and explosive strength. This research provides valuable insights for coaches and 
athletes seeking to optimize performance through scientifically validated training 
protocols. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Sprint performance in track and field is highly dependent on speed, strength, and neuromuscular efficiency. Elite 

sprinters require not only well-developed muscular strength but also the ability to generate maximum force in the 
shortest possible time, which is referred to as explosive strength[1-2]. The acceleration phase and top-speed running in 
sprinting demand a high rate of force development (RFD) and efficient stretch-shortening cycle (SSC) utilization, both of 
which are crucial for improving performance [3]. 

Plyometric training has gained significant attention in athletic training programs as a method for enhancing 
explosive power and sprint speed. Plyometric exercises involve rapid eccentric (lengthening) and concentric 
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(shortening) muscle contractions, utilizing stored elastic energy to produce powerful movements[4-5]. Exercises such 
as bounding, depth jumps, hurdle hops, and sprint-specific drills are commonly used to improve the stretch-shortening 
cycle, leading to greater force output and sprint acceleration[6-7]. 

Despite the theoretical and practical benefits of plyometric training, research on its direct impact on sprint 
performance remains limited. Several studies have explored the effectiveness of resistance training and sprint drills, but 
the specific contribution of plyometric training in enhancing sprinting mechanics and explosive strength is not well-
documented[8-9]. Understanding how plyometric exercises influence sprint performance could provide valuable 
insights for coaches and athletes aiming to optimize training methodologies. 

1) Need for the Study 
• Sprinting is a complex movement that requires an optimal combination of strength, speed, and coordination. 
• Explosive strength improvements could enhance the ability to generate force rapidly, which is essential for 

improved sprint acceleration and velocity maintenance. 
• Plyometric training is widely implemented in sports training, but its quantifiable impact on sprint performance 

and lower-body power requires further investigation. 
2) Objective of the Study 

This study aims to analyze the effects of an 8-week plyometric training program on sprint performance and 
explosive strength in track and field athletes. The specific objectives are: 

• To assess the impact of plyometric training on sprint performance by measuring 30m and 100m sprint times 
before and after the training intervention. 

• To evaluate improvements in explosive strength through pre- and post-training vertical jump performance 
(measuring jump height). 

• To determine changes in lower-body power using standing broad jump performance as an indicator of 
explosive strength. 

• To compare the performance outcomes between athletes undergoing plyometric training and those in the 
control group who follow a regular training routine. 

• To provide practical insights for coaches and athletes on the effectiveness of integrating plyometric exercises 
into sprint training programs for enhancing acceleration, speed, and power output. 

 
2. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

The primary objectives of this study are: 
• To assess the effects of plyometric training on sprint times in track and field athletes. 
• To examine improvements in explosive strength through vertical jump and broad jump performance. 
• To evaluate the potential benefits of plyometric training in sprint-specific athletic development. 
 

3. METHODOLOGY 
1) Participants 

• 40 male and female track and field athletes, aged 18-25. 
• Randomly assigned to Plyometric Training Group (PTG) (n=20) and Control Group (CG) (n=20). 

2) Training Program 
• Duration: 8 weeks 
• Frequency: 3 sessions per week 
• Exercises: Box jumps, depth jumps, bounding drills, single-leg hops, and sprint drills. 

3) Performance Tests 
• Sprint Performance: 30m and 100m sprint times recorded using electronic timing. 

https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh


Dr. Dayanand B. Mugadlimath 
 

ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts 182 
 

• Explosive Strength: Vertical jump height and standing broad jump measured. 
4) Data Analysis 

• Pre- and post-training data analyzed using paired t-tests and ANOVA. 
• Significance level set at p < 0.05. 

 
4. RESULTS 

 The results of this study highlight the effectiveness of plyometric training in enhancing sprint performance and 
explosive strength among track and field athletes.  

Table 1 Plyometric Training Results 
Metric Pre-Training (PTG) Post-Training (PTG) Pre-Training (CG) Post-Training (CG) 

30m Sprint (s) 4.5 4.29 4.5 4.48 

100m Sprint (s) 12 11.53 12 11.95 

Vertical Jump (%) 0 8.5 0 1.2 

Broad Jump (%) 0 7.9 0 0.9 

 
The results table 1 summarizing the pre- and post-training performance metrics for both the Plyometric Training 

Group (PTG) and the Control Group (CG). 

 
Figure 1 Sprint Performance Improvements (PTG) 

 
5. THE KEY FINDINGS ARE AS FOLLOWS 
5.1. SPRINT PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENTS 

1) The Plyometric Training Group (PTG) showed significant reductions in sprint times:  
• 30m sprint: Improved by 0.21 seconds (p < 0.05). 
• 100m sprint: Improved by 0.47 seconds (p < 0.05). 

The Control Group (CG) did not show any statistically significant improvement in sprint performance. 
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Figure 2 Explosive Strength Improvements (PTG) 

  
Figure 1 and figure 2 illustrate the improvements in sprint performance and explosive strength for the PTG.  
 

5.2. EXPLOSIVE STRENGTH ENHANCEMENTS 
1) Vertical jump height increased by 8.5% in the PTG. 
2) Standing broad jump distance increased by 7.9% in the PTG. 
3) No significant changes were observed in the CG for either vertical jump or broad jump performance. 
 

5.3. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 
1) Athletes in the PTG demonstrated greater improvements in speed and lower-body power compared to those in 

the CG, indicating that plyometric training significantly enhances sprint acceleration and explosive strength. 
2) The statistical analysis confirmed that plyometric exercises positively influence neuromuscular coordination 

and force production, leading to better sprinting mechanics and power output. 
 These findings suggest that incorporating plyometric training into sprint programs can be highly beneficial for 

track and field athletes seeking to improve acceleration, top speed, and explosive strength. 
Table 2 ANOVA and T-Test Results 

Metric t-value (PTG) p-value (PTG) ANOVA F-value ANOVA p-value 

30m Sprint 27.41 9.66e-17 25.87 1.01e-05 

100m Sprint 42.749 2.39e-20 13.55 0.00071 

Vertical Jump -38.015 2.15e-19 14.57 0.00048 

Broad Jump -35.58 7.4e-19 15.30 0.00036 

 
Table 2 presents the results of the paired t-tests (for the Plyometric Training Group, PTG) and ANOVA tests (for 

comparing PTG and Control Group, CG) for sprint performance and explosive strength. 
1) Sprint Performance Improvements (30m & 100m Sprint) 

• T-Test (PTG) Results: 
1) The t-value for the 30m sprint (27.41) and 100m sprint (42.749) are both highly significant, with p-

values far below 0.05 (9.66e-17 and 2.39e-20, respectively). 
2) This indicates that plyometric training had a statistically significant impact on sprint times, 

confirming a substantial reduction in sprint duration. 
• ANOVA Results: 
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1) The F-value for the 30m sprint (25.87) and 100m sprint (13.55) indicates a significant difference 
between the PTG and CG, with p-values < 0.001. 

2) This confirms that the improvements in sprint performance were due to plyometric training rather 
than natural progression or other factors. 

Interpretation: 
 Athletes in the PTG experienced significant reductions in sprint times, reinforcing that plyometric exercises 

improve acceleration and top-speed sprinting ability. 
2) Explosive Strength Improvements (Vertical & Broad Jump) 

• T-Test (PTG) Results: 
1) The t-values for the vertical jump (-38.015) and broad jump (-35.58) are highly significant, with p-

values close to zero (2.15e-19 and 7.4e-19). 
2) The negative t-values indicate an increase in jump performance post-training. 

• ANOVA Results: 
1) The F-values for the vertical jump (14.57) and broad jump (15.30), with corresponding p-values < 

0.001, confirm a statistically significant difference between the PTG and CG. 
2) This indicates that plyometric training led to substantial improvements in lower-body explosive 

strength. 
Interpretation: 
 The significant improvements in jump performance suggest that plyometric training effectively enhances 

neuromuscular coordination and power output, which is essential for sprinting efficiency. 
Overall Conclusion from Table 2 

• Both the t-test and ANOVA results strongly support that plyometric training significantly improves sprint 
performance and explosive strength. 

• The very low p-values (< 0.001) in all metrics confirm that the observed improvements are not due to chance 
but are a direct result of the training intervention. 

• Plyometric training enhances rate of force development (RFD), neuromuscular efficiency, and muscle power, 
making it a highly effective training method for track and field athletes. 

 
6. DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study demonstrate that plyometric training significantly enhances sprint performance and 
explosive strength in track and field athletes. The reduction in sprint times observed in the Plyometric Training Group 
(PTG) is a direct result of improved neuromuscular coordination and rate of force development (RFD). Additionally, the 
increases in vertical and broad jump performance indicate improved lower-body power, further supporting the 
effectiveness of plyometric exercises. 

Key Discussion Points: 
1) Sprint Performance Improvements: 

• The 30m and 100m sprint times in the PTG showed statistically significant reductions (p < 0.05), suggesting 
that plyometric training enhances acceleration and maximum velocity phases of sprinting. 

• Improvements in sprint times may be attributed to enhanced stretch-shortening cycle (SSC) efficiency, which 
allows muscles to store and release elastic energy more effectively. 

2) Explosive Strength Enhancements: 
• The 8.5% increase in vertical jump and 7.9% improvement in broad jump indicate a significant enhancement 

in lower-body explosive power. 
• This aligns with existing research showing that plyometric training preferentially recruits fast-twitch (Type II) 

muscle fibers, which are crucial for explosive movements in sprinting and jumping. 

https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh


The Effect of Plyometric Training on Sprint Performance and Explosive Strength in Track and Field Athletes 
 

ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts 185 
 

3) Mechanisms of Improvement: 
• Increased rate of force development (RFD): Plyometric exercises shorten ground contact time and improve 

reactive strength, leading to faster force application during sprints. 
• Neuromuscular Adaptations: The enhanced neural drive resulting from plyometric drills improves muscle 

activation patterns, leading to greater sprint efficiency and power output. 
• Improved stiffness regulation: The ability to rapidly transition from eccentric to concentric muscle actions 

allows sprinters to generate greater propulsion with each ground contact. 
4) Comparison with Control Group: 

• The control group (CG) showed minimal improvements, highlighting that traditional sprint training alone is 
not as effective as sprint training combined with plyometrics. 

• The differences between groups in the ANOVA tests further confirm that the observed changes in PTG were 
due to plyometric training rather than natural adaptation over time. 

5) Alignment with Previous Studies: 
• The results are consistent with studies indicating that plyometric training leads to improvements in sprint 

start performance, acceleration phase, and overall sprint efficiency. 
• Similar research has shown that athletes who incorporate plyometric drills into their sprint training programs 

exhibit superior neuromuscular activation patterns and explosive strength gains. 
6) Practical Implications for Coaches and Athletes: 

• Structured plyometric programs (e.g., depth jumps, bounding drills, single-leg hops) should be integrated into 
sprint training to maximize speed and power. 

• Sprint coaches should emphasize progressive overload in plyometric training to ensure continued 
neuromuscular adaptation without risking injury. 

• Athletes should focus on optimal landing mechanics and ground contact efficiency to maximize the benefits of 
plyometric training on sprint performance. 

 
7. CONCLUSION 

The results of this study provide strong evidence that plyometric training is a powerful tool for enhancing sprint 
performance and explosive strength. The combination of neuromuscular adaptations, improved RFD, and increased 
elastic energy utilization makes plyometric exercises a valuable addition to sprint training programs. These findings 
reinforce the importance of structured plyometric training for track and field athletes aiming to improve sprinting 
efficiency and lower-body power.  
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