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endowed with intellect. Just as animals require shelter to protect themselves from cold,
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1. INTRODUCTION

At the beginning of creation, following the primary creation (mukhya-sarga) and the creation of plants and animals
(the tiryak-sarga), Brahma created human beings endowed with intellect. Just as animals require shelter to protect
themselves from cold, wind, and other natural forces, so too do humans need a dwelling place. Based on their economic
condition, people construct homes according to their means. Although the subject of house construction is mentioned in
the Vedas in various contexts, the detailed nature and guiding principles of such construction have been elaborated only
in the Puranas and related treatises. This specialized knowledge came to be known as the science of architecture —
Vastusilpa or Vastus$astra

2. MEANING OF THE TERM 'VASTU’-

Veshmabhiih vastur astriyarm’ — says the Amarakosa!| The term vastu is derived by analyzing the expression

vasanti atra ('they dwell here'), from the root vas (to dwell). According to the grammatical rule vasestun agare nic¢¢a
(Unadi Satra 1.15), the suffix tun is applied to the root vas in the sense of a place of dwelling. With the addition of the r-

1Amarako$a 2.2.119
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Vastuvimarsa in Matsyapurana

suffix and applying the grammatical rule ata upadhayah (Panini 7.2.116), the form undergoes vrddhi (strengthening),
resulting in the word vastu. The term thus signifies the science ($astra) that emerged to facilitate the construction and
conceptualization of houses, cities, and palaces — that is, the organized planning and building of human settlements and
structures.

3. PIONEERS OF ARCHITECTURE

[t is commonly seen in the Puranas that nearly all branches of knowledge were originally acquired by the gods from
Lord Mahesvara (Siva) himself. In the Matsya Purana, beginning from Chapter 252 and continuing over six chapters,
various aspects of house construction and Vastu (architecture) are elaborated in detail. The founders or pioneers of this
tradition of Vastusastra are listed as eighteen in number within the Matsya Purana. It is clearly stated there that these
eighteen sages received the knowledge of Vastuvidya from Narayana himself, in his Matsya (fish) incarnation. These
eighteen sages are: Bhrgu, Atri, Vasistha, Visvakarma, Maya, Narada, Nagnajit, Visalaksa, Purandara, Brahma, Kumara,
Nandi$a, Saunaka, Garga, Vasudeva, Aniruddha, Sukra and Brhaspati

“ RISy fAywat aawan
ARG TR T A grex: I
STEIGARY A<l Mt wf va 91
qrgaaifATgey auT Chgged |l
EEd fI=aTar aRGARSFUGASHT: |
ggavuiufieg 7-d Ags o 1”2

Among these eighteen sages, Vi§vakarma is renowned in the Puranas as the divine architect of the gods, while Maya
is celebrated as the architect of the Raksasas. The earliest praise and reference to Vastu (architecture and dwelling
science) in secular literature is found in the Ramayana itself. It is clearly indicated in Rama’s words that after constructing
a new house, one should perform Vastu-$anti (a ritual for the sanctification of the dwelling) before taking residence.
After building a new parnasala (leaf-hut) in Paficavati, Rama instructs Laksmana accordingly, highlighting the
significance of ritual purity and auspiciousness in dwelling construction.

“0td ATAHATE ATAT TEATHE TTH|
Aif aRguA- swded sfaf=sarn”?
Vastu-purusah and Vastu-purusa-$antih-

During the battle between Siva and Andhakasura, Lord Mahe$vara created Bhairava, who devoured all the Raksasas.
Even after consuming all the demons, Bhairava—whose body was capable of engulfing the three worlds—remained
unsatisfied. Fearing the destruction of the universe, Sankara (Siva) initially restrained him by rendering him motionless.
Thereafter, for the protection of the world, Siva transformed Bhairava into Vastudeva, assigning him the role of guardian
of dwellings. He declared that at the conclusion of the Vai$§vadeva ritual, as well as at the time of house entry
(grhapravesa), an offering (bali) would be made to him, which would serve as his sustenance. Thus, Bhairava, a partial
manifestation of the Supreme Lord, became known as Vastu, the divine spirit presiding over all habitations. To appease
him, the ritual of Vastuyajfia must be performed.

“J9 gAG AT G aAqaHG: |
fraraTq gddami argRafadiad i
JTERY Agdar TafEfesafa)
IR aforzaargRl wfsafa i
AFFT Fat Fa&aBR wiasafa

2MatsyaPurana, verse 252-264 P.1744

3Srimad-Ramayana, Ayodhyakanda, verse 56.22 P.980
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Rules of Vastu for the construction of a house-

A house is generally designed with four entrances (catus$sala), meaning doors should be installed in all four
directions to allow for smooth entry and exit. Even though the absence of a door in one direction may not cause significant
harm, a house with four doors is considered most auspicious. Specific names and connotations are given to houses
missing a door in a particular direction:

- A house without a southern door is called Vardhamana (prospering),
- One without an eastern door is known as Svastika (auspicious),

- One without a northern door is Rucaka (pleasing), and

- One without a western door is Saumyasala (gentle or serene).

Among these, the absence of doors on the south or west is not considered particularly inauspicious. However, a
house without space to the north is said to lead to untimely death, and one blocked in the east is regarded as fear-inducing
or ominous. Placing a $ulli (oven or hearth) in the east or west may also bring about death, according to tradition.
Similarly, components like the bathroom (snanasala) should be constructed appropriately as per the layout. Moreover,
the central portion (the middle third) of the house should not be obstructed by a corridor (vithika), ensuring smooth
energy flow and spatial harmony.

In such a house, images or icons of deities should be installed above the doorway according to scriptural guidelines.
Decorative motifs such as lotus creepers (padma-valli-lata), full pots (purna-kumbha), and similar auspicious designs
should be painted or carved on the pillars. A balance or weighing scale (tula) should be placed above the pillars,
proportionate to their height. It is ideal for the entrance of the house to face south so that the resident enters facing south,
or alternatively, one may enter facing west. If a street (rathya) directly intersects or cuts through the entrance (vedha),
it can lead to the destruction of the lineage (kulasya vam$anasa), and promote discord and hostility. If such intersection
or piercing occurs in relation to a temple or shrine (alaya), it may result in the destruction of women or the loss of a
husband. However, if there is a distance of twice the house's length between the house and the obstructing path or
building, the vedha-dosa (architectural flaw) is considered nullified.

“graig adyi ya gt g |
gRIfor g wagar® gasarig aifa g o
gdui I 9 gR 97 74 |
A = faay 2} <farotT g 178

Two doors should not be installed directly opposite each other in such a way that, when opened, they touch or
collide. Doors should be positioned to avoid such contact, following prescribed measurements and spatial guidelines.
Doors should be proportionate to the size of the structure—smaller for residential houses and larger for palaces or grand
buildings. Once a door is properly installed, it should not be removed or displaced arbitrarily, nor should it be kept
permanently closed. A house situated directly in the middle of a pathway or road (marga-madhye) is considered
inauspicious and is believed to bring about the destruction or downfall of the householder.

“TggATied gR SHIG! e
@y a1 fufgd e gamnsd fa=agron
AMATYS TTHT G qEhIA!r ]|
SRR T JegR deashaa Sad. |l
regt geae st g et o@ fawar: |
ga=] e ALl Fet Adfaarraa 1

41. MatsyaPurana, verse 252 14,17, P.1746
SMatsyaPurana, verse 225/9.8 P. 1764

6MatsyaPurana, verse 225.157 17 P. 1765
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4. UNSUITABLE BUILDING AREAS-

A house should not be constructed too close to temples, the dwellings of wicked or deceitful people, the residences
of government officials, or public squares (catvara). This guideline remains highly relevant even today. Proximity to
temples often results in heavy crowds during festivals and events. Living near a deceitful or violent person can be
harmful. Likewise, residing near the homes of government or royal officials can lead to trouble or disturbances due to
increased surveillance or interference from guards and officers. Additionally, public squares are frequented by carts and
vehicles, causing dust pollution, and the open space increases the risk of damage or destruction to nearby houses.
Therefore, selecting an appropriate location for constructing a house is essential for safety and well-being.

“q S ydafRaaw@ioT gu=: |
FHRAE HT A g@MAHT da:11"7
Environment in Vastusastra-

The Matsya Purana also describes which trees are suitable and which are to be avoided within a house's premises.
It mentions the names of specific trees that should be planted outside the house at certain times of the day. One should
not cut down trees personally for the purpose of constructing a house. According to directional recommendations:

- Avata (banyan) tree is ideal in the eastern direction,
- An udumbara (cluster fig) in the south,

- A pippala (sacred fig) in the west, and

- A plaksa (Indian fig) in the north.

Thorny trees and milky-sapped (ksirina) trees should not be grown near the house. If such undesirable trees have
already grown, they should be removed and replaced with auspicious and beneficial trees in the same location. This
guidance reflects the environmental sensitivity present in the Vastusastra traditions.

"qew ge: gd ferunt gdetiie: |
SGFEAYT I IR0GT froger: g: 1l
wergaat a=a faudan: afigd |
Fucdh! efiRgary TH: Ghal gh: 112
JrafgH TS Yadi hAwer|

7 B Al ar=m=R g YEE_
garmMeagaIHfaaRTS|
arfeeft froaeft grarm aur pgATUSTE I
S RQITITagAch a3

ST TauEAfeTRN: |
ArferdRepecfteaureafa:

gaord & wa+ fSrgaraifa n”e

5. CONCLUSION

In the following chapters, the Vastu specifications for constructing Siva and Visnu temples are described. These
specifications are based on the Agama scriptures. According to the Puranas, practices that deviate from the Agama texts
are not to be followed. The characteristics of idols and altars are also outlined in the Puranas, but whether these should

’MatsyaPurana, verse 256/2 P.1769
8MatsyaPurana, verse 256 20 P.1766

9MatsyaPurana, verse 256 20 P.1766
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be followed exactly or with modifications is not clearly stated. Regarding house construction, there are instructions on
door placement, door dimensions, the impact of roads (vithi-vedha), and considerations of direction and proportions.
The dimensions of the house are also discussed, and these principles are still followed in modern construction, evident
in many contemporary building practices.
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