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b ABSTRACT
et Located in the heart of Coorg, Karnataka, the Omkareshwara Temple is a revered sacred
updates site that embodies the rich cultural and spiritual heritage of the region. Dedicated to Lord
Shiva, this 19th-century temple is a masterpiece of Islamic-style architecture, reflecting
DOI the syncretic traditions of the region. Through a nuanced analysis of the temple's

architecture, rituals, and festivals, this research highlights the importance of preserving

India's sacred heritage sites and promoting interfaith understanding and dialogue.This
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1. INTRODUCTION
Tucked away in the breath-taking hills of Coorg, Karnataka, lies the magnificent Omkareshwara Temple, a masterpiece
of architectural brilliance. This 19th-century marvel seamlessly blends Gothic and Islamic styles, reflecting Coorg's rich
cultural heritage.As we explore the temple's intricate carvings, serene surroundings, and picturesque views, we
experience the flawless union of natural gorgeousness and spiritual tranquillity that Coorg offers. The temple's majestic
presence, amidst lush green forests, rolling hills, and sparkling streams, creates a sense of awe and wonder.

2. OMKARESHWARA TEMPLE: A HISTORIC LANDMARK IN MADIKERI
Located in the heart of Madikeri, the headquarters of Kodagu district in Karnataka, India, the Omkareshwara Temple is
arevered sacred site. Situated near the historic Madikeri Fort, this temple is easily accessible by road, making it a popular
destination for devotees and history enthusiasts alike.

3. MADIKERI FORT: A TESTAMENT TO THE REGION'S RICH HISTORY
The Madikeri Fort, with its rich history dating back to the 17th century, has played a significant role in shaping the
region's politics and warfare. The fort has been ruled by various dynasties, including:1) The Kodagu kings, who built the
fort; 2) Tipu Sultan, who captured the fort in 1783 and 3) The British, who took control of the fort in 1790. This historic
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fort stands as a testament to the region's complex and fascinating past, making it a must-visit destination for anyone
interested in history, architecture, and culture.?

The kingdoms that once reigned over Coorg have left an indelible mark on the Madikeri Fort's architecture and history.
Today, this fort stands as a significant historical landmark, architectural marvel, and cultural icon, offering a captivating
glimpse into Coorg's rich history and heritage. This historic fort is not only a symbol of Coorg's cultural heritage but also
reflects the region's unique blend of traditions, customs, and history.

The Madikeri Fort is a window to Coorg's fascinating past, showcasing the region's: Architectural influences: A blend of
ancient and colonial styles; Cultural traditions: A unique mix of Kodava, Hindu, and Islamic customs and Historical
milestones: A testament to Coorg's rich history, from ancient kingdoms to British rule.?

4. THE LEGEND OF OMKARESHWARA TEMPLE

The Omkareshwara Temple, nestled in the heart of Madikeri, has a fascinating legend surrounding its construction.
ChowriraAppanna was Lingaraja II's trusted Brahmin minister who shared a very close bond. Appanna's influence
among the Kodavachiefs had been instrumental in persuading them to install Lingaraja as the ruler. He played a pivotal
role in securing Lingaraja's claim to the throne. However, their relationship soon took a deadly turn. Lingaraja's growing
paranoia and suspicion of Appanna's intentions led to a catastrophic falling out. In a fit of rage, Lingaraja ordered his
African Siddi bodyguards to seize Appanna and his companions, leading to their brutal and gruesome execution. This
tragic event would ultimately lead to Lingaraja's deep-seated guilt.3

5. THE CONSEQUENCES OF LINGARAJA II'S ACTIONS
Lingaraja II's brutal elimination of ChowriraAppanna was likely driven by a desire to consolidate his power and eliminate
potential threats to his rule. However, this tragic event had far-reaching consequences for the kingdom of Coorg.
According to legend, the spirit of the slain Brahmin took the form of a Brahma Rakshasa, tormenting the king for his
cruelty. Lingaraja Il was plagued by nightmares, which troubled him deeply.*

6. APATH TO REDEMPTION: THE BIRTH OF OMKARESHWARA TEMPLE
Desperate to find peace, the king sought the advice of learned Brahmins. They counselled him to build a temple dedicated
to Lord Shiva, promising that this act would alleviate his mental anguish and appease the Brahmin's spirit. Heeding the
wise men's advice, Lingaraja II built the Omkareshwara Temple, in 1820 hoping to find redemption and peace. This
historic temple stands as a testament to the king's quest for forgiveness and his desire to make amends for his past
transgressions.> He installed a sacred Shiva Linga brought from the revered city of Kashi (Varanasi). This sacred relic
holds great spiritual significance, imbuing the temple with a deep sense of reverence.

7. AUNIQUE ARCHITECTURAL BLEND

The Omkareshwara Temple boasts a unique blend of architectural styles, prominently featuring the Muhammadan style.
The temple's architecture is a testament to the king's diplomatic efforts. Designed to resemble a mosque, the temple
seamlessly blends Gothic and Islamic styles, reflecting the region's diverse cultural influences. Its distinctive design
elements include: A central dome, symbolizing the unity and oneness of the divine and four turrets, situated at the four
corners, adding a touch of elegance and symmetry.This intentional design choice was made to foster harmony and
appease the Muslim community in the region, demonstrating the king's commitment to unity and coexistence.¢This
harmonious fusion of styles reflects the rich cultural diversity and heritage of Coorg. Irrespective of faith or creed, visitors
from all walks of life are drawn to this serene temple. Its tranquil atmosphere, surrounded by lush greenery and a
picturesque lake, creates a sense of peace and calm, making it an ideal destination for those seeking spiritual solace. The
Omkareshwara Temple is a must-visit destination for anyone exploring the scenic beauty and cultural heritage of Coorg.
Its legendary history, unique architecture, and picturesque surroundings make it a truly unforgettable experience.

1K. Venkataraman (2002).0mkareshwara Temple, Mysore, Coorg Directorate of Archaeology and Museums, Karnataka, pp. 1-4.
2 K.V. Muralidhara, (2011). Omkareshwara Temple: A Cultural and Historical Study,Delhi, Bharatiya Kala Prakashan, pp. 1-10.
3Muralidhara, Omkareshwara Temple, pp. 11-30.

4S. K. Aruni (2004).0mkareshwara Temple,New Delhi, Abhinav Publications,pp. 10-30

5 H. M. Suresh (2003). Omkareshwara Temple: A Study of its History and Culture, Mysore, Geetha Book House,pp. 11-30.
6Muralidhara, Omkareshwara Temple, pp.31-40.
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8. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF OMKARESHWARA TEMPLE'S NAME
The Omkareshwara Temple in Madikeri, Coorg, derives its name from Lord Shiva, who is revered as Omkareshwara. This
sacred name is rooted in Sanskrit, comprising three powerful words:
-"Om" (\3\.’3): The sacred sound, symbolizing the universe and divine energy
- "Kara" (®IX): Meaning form or shape
- "Ishwara" (é%R): Translating to Lord or God
Together, "Omkareshwara" can be interpreted as "Lord of the Om Sound" or "The Formless Lord," reflecting the profound
spiritual significance of this revered deity.

9. SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF OMKARESHWARA TEMPLE
The Omkareshwara Temple is deeply revered for its profound spiritual significance. Devotees believe that this sacred
site is imbued with Lord Shiva's divine energy, making it a powerful hub for spiritual growth and transformation.
Worshiping Lord Shiva at the Omkareshwara Temple is believed to bring numerous blessings, including: Spiritual
enlightenment, forgiveness for past transgressions, liberation from the cycle of birth and death. For centuries, devotees
have flocked to this sacred temple, seeking a deeper connection with the divine and a path to spiritual awakening.”

10. SACRED ELEMENTS AND INSCRIPTIONS
The temple's entrance door is adorned with a copper plate, intricately inscribed with the history of the temple. The
windows are crafted with bars made from Panchal.oha, a sacred alloy of five metals. Notably, the alphabet "Lim" is
strategically placed between the window bars, adding an extra layer of spiritual significance.

The Sacred Linga
Near the entrance door, a revered Linga has been installed, symbolizing the cosmic energy and divine presence of Lord
Shiva. This sacred element serves as a focal point for worship and devotion, inviting visitors to connect with the divine.8

The Sacred Central Pool/Lake
The Omkareshwara Temple boasts a stunning central pool/lake, a prominent architectural feature that adds to the
temple's serenity. This picturesque lake is home to various species of fish and is considered sacred by devotees.

A Legendary Underground Channel

According to legend, the lake is connected to the revered River Cauvery through an underground channel. This natural
wonder is believed to be a sacred conduit, linking the temple to the mighty river. Devotees hold this channel in high
esteem, and its existence adds to the temple's mystique.

A Perennial Source of Spiritual Significance

The pool is believed to be perennial, never drying up, and is surrounded by a majestic Mandapa (hall). This sacred lake
is connected to the sanctum sanctorum, housing the revered Linga, making it a "holy of holies." The Omkareshwara
Temple's central pool/lake is a testament to the ingenuity of ancient architects and the enduring spiritual significance of
this sacred site.?

11. THE CENTRAL POOL: A HUB OF SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE
The central pool is an integral component of the Omkareshwara Temple's architecture and spiritual practices, serving
multiple purposes:
1. Purification: Devotees believe the pool's waters have purifying properties, and a dip in the pool is often taken before
entering the temple to cleanse the body and mind.
2. Reflection: The pool's calm waters create a serene ambiance, inviting devotees to reflect on their thoughts, prayers,
and intentions.

7Venkataraman, Omkareshwara Temple, pp. 1-4.
8Aruni, Omkareshwara Temple, pp. 31-40.
9.Muralidhara,Omkareshwara Temple, pp. 91- 120.
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3. Aesthetic Appeal: The pool enhances the temple's visual beauty, contributing to a sense of symmetry and balance in
the architecture.
4. Spiritual Significance: In Hinduism, water is revered as a sacred element. The pool symbolizes the infinite and the
divine, connecting devotees to the profound spiritual significance of the temple.
The central pool is a sacred and integral part of the Omkareshwara Temple, offering a tranquil and contemplative space
for devotees to connect with the divine.10

12. THE MANDAPAM: A SACRED TRANSITION SPACE
The Omkareshwara Temple features a stunning mandapam (hall) that seamlessly connects the central pool to the
sanctum sanctorum, housing the revered Linga. This elegant structure holds profound significance in the temple's
architecture and spiritual practices.

13. MULTIFACETED SIGNIFICANCE
The mandapam serves as:
1. Transition Space: A sacred area where devotees transition from the outer world to the inner sanctum, preparing
themselves for worship and spiritual connection.
2. Gathering Place: A communal space for devotees to convene, pray, and participate in temple rituals, fostering a sense
of community and spiritual unity.
3. Ceremonial Hub: A sacred venue for various ceremonies, such as weddings, thread ceremonies, and other significant
life events, infusing these milestones with spiritual significance.
4. Architectural Marvel: A testament to the temple's aesthetic appeal, adorned with intricate carvings, pillars, and
sculptures that showcase the region's rich cultural heritage.
5. Spiritual Symbolism: A representation of the journey of life, where the pillars symbolize various life stages, and the
roof represents the ultimate goal of spiritual enlightenment.
The mandapam is an integral component of the Omkareshwara Temple, offering a serene and sacred space for devotees
to connect with the divine.1!

14. OMKARESHWARA TEMPLE: A CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL ICON
Nestled in the heart of Coorg, the 19th-century Omkareshwara Temple stands as a testament to the region's rich cultural
heritage and spiritual traditions. This magnificent temple showcases the architectural prowess of the Lingayat rulers
who built it, seamlessly blending spiritual, social, and artistic elements.

15. A SACRED SPACE OF CONVERGENCE

As arevered spiritual hub, the Omkareshwara Temple has played a pivotal role in shaping Coorg's cultural identity. This
sacred space, where the divine and mundane converge, fosters a sense of community, continuity, and connection among
the people. The Omkareshwara Temple stands as a revered cultural icon, embodying the rich cultural heritage of Coorg.
This majestic temple showcases a unique blend of Hindu traditions and architectural styles, making it a beacon of
community, spirituality, and artistic expression. The Omkareshwara Temple attracts devotees from around the world,
drawn by its: sacred atmosphere, stunning architecture and tranquil surroundings. This temple is a must-visit
destination for thoseseeking spiritual enlightenment, inner peace, and a deeper connection with the divine.12

16. FOUR PILLARS OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Omkareshwara Temple is distinguished by four key aspects:
1. Cultural Icon: An iconic representation of Coorg's cultural heritage, reflecting the region's distinct blend of traditions
and architectural styles.
2. Community Gathering Space: A vibrant hub for community events, festivals, and ceremonies, fostering social bonding
and a sense of belonging among locals and visitors.

10 C.P. Belliappa, (2008). Nuggets from Coorg History Coorg, NewDelhi, Rupa Publications, pp.

11BrindaSomaya and Poonam VermaMascarenhas(2005),Silent Sentinels: Traditional Architecture of Coorg,Mumbai, The HECAR Foundation, pp.
20-50.

12 P.T. Bopanna (2011), Coorg: Land of the Kodavas, Bangalore, Prism Books, p. 7.
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3. Pilgrimage Site: A significant pilgrimage destination in Karnataka, particularly during Maha Shivaratri, attracting
thousands of devotees seeking spiritual enlightenment.

4. Architectural Marvel: A stunning example of engineering and design, showcasing a unique fusion of Gothic, Islamic,
and traditional Hindu architectural styles, inspiring wonder and awe in all who visit.13

17. AMONUMENTAL CHAPTER IN COORG'S HISTORY
The Omkareshwara Temple, constructed in 1820 by King Lingarajendra I, represents a pivotal moment in Coorg's
history. This architectural marvel reflects the region's intricate cultural and political landscape during that era,
showcasing the complex interplay of traditions and influences that have shaped Coorg's identity.

18. A CULTURAL INSTITUTION EMBODIED

The Omkareshwara Temple stands as a vibrant cultural institution, embodying the very spirit of Coorg. This sacred space
weaves together: Spirituality: A hub for spiritual growth, enlightenment, and connection with the divine. Community: A
gathering place for locals and visitors, fostering social bonding and a sense of belonging. Heritage: A rich tapestry of
traditions, customs, and stories, showcasing Coorg's unique cultural legacy. As a cultural icon, the Omkareshwara Temple
continues to inspire, educate, and enrich the lives of all who visit, offering a profound connection to Coorg's history,
spirit, and people..1*

19. VIBRANT FESTIVALS AT OMKARESHWARA TEMPLE

The Omkareshwara Temple celebrates a diverse range of festivals throughout the year, showcasing its rich cultural
heritage and traditional practices. Here are some of the prominent festivals:

1. Maha Shivaratri: A grand celebration dedicated to Lord Shiva, observed on the 14th day of the dark fortnight in
Phalguna (February-March). Devotees fast, sing devotional hymns, and participate in special pujas.

2. Kartika Purnima: A 10-day festival in Kartika (October-November), featuring a PanchkroshiYatra, grand fair, and
cultural events.

3. KartikUtsav: Celebrated in Kartika, this festival includes a PanchkroshiYatra, grand fair, and cultural events.

4. Narmada Jayanti: A festival honoring the River Narmada, celebrated in Magha (January-February).

5.Somvati Amavasya: Celebrated on the new moon day in Kartik, considered auspicious for bathing in the Narmada River.
6. Navratri: A nine-day festival honoring the divine feminine energy, featuring cultural performances and traditional
worship.

7. Diwali: The festival of lights, celebrated with enthusiasm and illumination at the temple.

These vibrant festivals showcase the temple's deep connection to its cultural heritage and offer a unique experience for
devotees and visitors alike.15

20. OMKARESHWARA TEMPLE: A SACRED PILLAR OF KODAVA CULTURE
The Omkareshwara Temple holds a revered position in the hearts of the Kodava community, who worship Lord Shiva as
their patron deity. This sacred temple embodies the community's profound faith and spiritual heritage, serving as a
vibrant cultural icon that reflects the unique customs, traditions, and values of the Kodava people.

21. DEEP-ROOTED CULTURAL CONNECTION
The temple's significance in Kodava culture is multifaceted: Architectural Heritage: The temple's distinctive architecture
is a testament to Kodava craftsmanship and aesthetic sensibilities. Rituals and Traditions: The temple's rituals and
festivals are deeply rooted in Kodava culture, showcasing the community's rich spiritual heritage. Cultural Identity: The
Omkareshwara Temple is an integral part of Kodava identity, symbolizing the community's values, customs, and
traditions. The Omkareshwara Temple stands as a vibrant bridge between the spiritual and cultural realms of the Kodava
community, nurturing a profound sense of connection and belonging among its people.1¢

13Somayaand Mascarenhas, Silent Sentinels, pp. 60-80.

14Bopanna, Coorg: Land of the Kodavas, pp. 8-9.

15Belliappa, Nuggets from Coorg History Coorg, pp. 9-10.

16 P.T. Bopanna(2004). Coorg: Land of Beauty and Valour, Bangalore,Sapna Book House, pp. 70-90.
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22. PRESERVING KODAVA TRADITIONS

The Omkaineashwara Temple serves as a vibrant hub for traditional Kodava practices, showcasing the community's rich
cultural heritage. The temple is a beacon for preserving and promoting Kodava customs, including:
1. Pooja and Rituals: The temple follows traditional Kodava rituals and pooja practices, meticulously performed by the
community's priests.
2. Festivals and Celebrations: The temple celebrates various Kodava festivals, such as:

- Puttari: A harvest festival that honors the land's bounty.

- Kailpodh: A warrior's festival that commemorates the community's bravery.
3. Traditional Music and Dance: The temple provides a platform for traditional Kodava music and dance, including the
vibrant folk dance, "Bolakattu."”
By preserving these traditions, the Omkareshwara Temple plays a vital role in safeguarding Kodava culture and passing
it down to future generations.1?

23. OMKARESHWARA TEMPLE: A COMMUNITY HUB AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION
CENTER

The Omkareshwara Temple serves as a vibrant community gathering space for the Kodava community, fostering social
bonding, cultural preservation, and spiritual growth. This sacred temple plays a dual role:

1. Community Gathering Space: A place where the Kodava community converges to: Celebrate festivals and traditions,
perform rituals and ceremonies and to socialize and strengthen community bonds.

2. Preservation of Heritage: A vital institution for preserving Kodava cultural heritage, including: language, customs and
traditions.

The temple's rituals, festivals, and practices are essential in: Keeping the community's cultural identity alive, passing
down traditions to future generations and promoting cultural exchange and understanding. By serving as a community
hub and cultural preservation canter, the Omkareshwara Temple ensures the continued thriving of Kodava culture and
traditions.18

24. CONCLUSION
The Omkareshwara Temple stands as a shining testament to Coorg's rich cultural, spiritual, and architectural heritage.
As a sacred space, cultural icon, and community hub, this temple embodies the essence of Kodava identity and traditions.
Its enduring significance reminds us of the importance of preserving our cultural legacy and honouring the sacred spaces
that bring us closer to ourselves, our communities, and the divine.

17Somayaand Mascarenhas, Silent Sentinels, 90-100.
18C.P. Belliappa (2000). Kodava Dress: A Cultural Heritage, Kodagu, Madikeri, pp. 1-50.
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