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. ABSTRACT

Murshidabad, a historically significant district of West Bengal, is endowed with diverse
natural resources such as fertile alluvial soil, abundant water bodies, and agricultural
biodiversity. Despite its ecological wealth, the region faces severe challenges due to
unsustainable exploitation, mismanagement, and policy neglect (Chatterjee, 2020). This
study critically examines the availability, utilization, and degradation of natural
resources in Murshidabad, highlighting the socio-economic consequences of their
mismanagement.

The primary

Objective of this research is to assess the current state of natural resources in the district,
identify key environmental and institutional challenges, and propose sustainable
solutions for their conservation and equitable use. The study also explores the
community's dependence on natural resources and evaluates the governance
mechanisms in place.

Methodologically, the research adopts a mixed-method approach. It combines
secondary data from government reports, satellite imagery, and environmental surveys
with primary data collected through field interviews and stakeholder consultations in
selected Gram Panchayats.
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The

key findings reveal a critical depletion of water tables, illegal sand mining along the
Bhagirathi river, shrinking forest cover, and soil degradation in several agricultural
blocks (Banerjee & Das, 2019; Bose, 2021). Additionally, there exists a significant gap
between environmental policies and grassroots-level implementation, further
exacerbated by climate variability and weak institutional accountability.
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Murshidabad, located in the central part of West Bengal, is a district steeped in historical and cultural significance.
Geographically, it lies between the latitudes 23°43'N to 24°50'N and longitudes 87°49'E to 88°44'E, bordered by the
Ganges River and the Bhagirathi River, which make it a fertile zone conducive for agriculture and fisheries (Chatterjee,
2020). The district spans over 5,341 square kilometers and comprises both urban and rural populations, the latter
forming the majority. Agriculture, sericulture, and handicrafts such as silk weaving constitute the primary livelihood
sources, supported by the district’s rich alluvial soil and surface water availability (Roy & Sinha, 2018).

Despite its natural endowment, Murshidabad faces increasing environmental pressures due to population growth,
overexploitation of resources, illegal mining activities, and unregulated land use changes (Banerjee & Das, 2019). These
issues have adversely impacted the ecological balance and sustainable development prospects of the region,
necessitating a detailed analysis of the existing resource base and its current status.
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1.2. IMPORTANCE OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Natural resources form the foundation of any region's development by providing essential inputs for agriculture,
industry, energy, and livelihoods (UNEP, 2019). In a rural-dominated economy like Murshidabad, soil fertility, water
availability, and forest products are crucial not only for food security but also for income generation and poverty
reduction. When managed sustainably, these resources contribute to long-term economic resilience, ecological health,
and improved quality of life (Sen, 2020). However, unsustainable usage patterns often lead to resource depletion,
inequality in access, and socio-economic vulnerabilities, making resource governance a critical area of intervention.

1.3. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The key objectives of this study are:
1) To map and evaluate the major natural resources in Murshidabad district.
2) To analyze the patterns and intensity of resource use and degradation.
3) To identify the socio-economic and environmental consequences of resource mismanagement.
4) To explore the role of governance institutions and community practices in resource management.
5) To propose sustainable and inclusive strategies for resource conservation.

1.4. RESEARCH QUESTIONS
This study seeks to address the following questions:
e What are the major natural resources in Murshidabad and how are they distributed?
e What are the key threats to sustainable natural resource management in the district?
¢ How do local communities depend on these resources, and how are they affected by their depletion?
¢ What governance mechanisms exist, and how effective are they in managing natural resources?
e What policy and community-based approaches can enhance sustainability in the region?

1.5. SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS

The study focuses on selected blocks within Murshidabad district and evaluates natural resources such as land,
water, forest cover, and biodiversity. While it attempts to cover both physical and socio-political dimensions of resource
use, the analysis is limited by the availability and accuracy of secondary data and the feasibility of conducting extensive
field surveys. Additionally, due to time constraints, only certain Panchayats were considered for the primary data
collection.

1.6. STRUCTURE OF THE PAPER
This paper is structured as follows:
e Chapter 1 introduces the research context, objectives, questions, and scope.

e Chapter 2 presents a comprehensive review of the literature and theoretical frameworks on natural resource
management.

e Chapter 3 outlines the research methodology, including the data collection and analysis techniques.

e Chapter 4 examines the natural resource profile of Murshidabad and identifies key patterns and issues.
e Chapter 5 presents case-specific findings from field surveys and stakeholder interviews.

e Chapter 6 discusses the implications of these findings and provides a critical analysis.

e Chapter 7 concludes with suggestions and policy recommendations aimed at sustainable development.
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2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The concept of Sustainable Resource Management forms the foundational theoretical framework for this study. It
emphasizes the balanced and efficient use of natural resources to meet present needs without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet theirs (UNEP, 2019). According to the United Nations Environment Programme,
sustainability in resource use involves integrating ecological integrity, economic efficiency, and social equity within
resource governance systems. This model is particularly relevant to resource-intensive districts like Murshidabad,
where overexploitation, population pressure, and inadequate policies threaten long-term sustainability.

Several studies have focused on natural resource distribution in West Bengal, particularly the spatial and sectoral
variations in access and availability. Mukherjee (2017) highlighted that the districts along the Ganges and its tributaries,
including Murshidabad, possess rich alluvial soil, extensive groundwater tables, and a dense network of water bodies.
However, Bose (2021) argued that despite this natural abundance, regional disparities in development arise due to
mismanagement of resources, uneven policy implementation, and lack of local participation. Furthermore, the State
Action Plan on Climate Change (Government of West Bengal, 2020) has underlined the need for district-level
assessments to design localized strategies for conservation and resilience.

Specific to Murshidabad, a few case studies have analyzed resource exploitation patterns and their socio-economic
effects. Roy and Sinha (2018) examined the impacts of sand mining along the Bhagirathi River, revealing how
unregulated extraction has caused riverbank erosion, groundwater depletion, and disrupted agricultural livelihoods.
Their findings point to the systemic failure of monitoring agencies and the absence of effective community participation
in decision-making. Banerjee and Das (2019) further elaborated on the consequences of deforestation and land
degradation in the northern blocks of the district, linking them to illegal encroachments and poor enforcement of
environmental laws. These studies collectively indicate a pattern of top-down policy making and institutional disconnect
from ground realities.

Despite these contributions, significant gaps in literature remain. First, there is a lack of integrated assessments that
combine ecological, socio-economic, and institutional perspectives specific to Murshidabad. Most existing studies are
either resource-specific or problem-centric, without offering a holistic view of interlinked challenges. Secondly, few
studies engage with community perceptions, indigenous practices, or participatory resource governance models. Lastly,
the dynamic impacts of climate change on local resource systems and adaptive capacities of rural populations are largely
underexplored in this context. These gaps underscore the need for a comprehensive, case-based analysis that bridges
empirical evidence with sustainable policy interventions.

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a mixed-methods research design, integrating both qualitative and quantitative approaches to
ensure a comprehensive understanding of natural resource dynamics in Murshidabad. The qualitative component allows
for an in-depth exploration of local perceptions, traditional knowledge systems, and governance practices through
interviews and field observations. Simultaneously, the quantitative aspect involves the analysis of satellite imagery,
demographic data, and environmental statistics to support empirical conclusions (Creswell, 2014).

The study area is Murshidabad District in West Bengal, India. Located in the central part of the state, Murshidabad
is bordered by the districts of Malda, Nadia, and Birbhum and also shares an international boundary with Bangladesh.
The district is drained primarily by the Bhagirathi and Jalangi rivers, with fertile alluvial plains that support intensive
agriculture (Chatterjee, 2020). The region’s socio-economic structure is predominantly rural, with a significant portion
of the population engaged in agriculture, sericulture, and small-scale industries like silk weaving. The environmental
conditions of the district are characterized by seasonal waterlogging, declining groundwater levels, and riverbank
erosion—factors critical to understanding the region's resource challenges.

Sampling techniques employed in this study include purposive and stratified random sampling. Gram Panchayats
across different environmental zones—riverine, forest-adjacent, and agricultural—were selected purposively to ensure
representation of various ecological and socio-economic conditions. Within each Panchayat, respondents were chosen
using stratified sampling to include diverse groups such as farmers, fishermen, women'’s self-help groups, and local
governance representatives (Patton, 2002).
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The study relies on both primary and secondary sources of data. Primary data were collected through field visits,
semi-structured interviews, focus group discussions, and participatory rural appraisals (PRAs) conducted in selected
villages. Secondary data were gathered from district statistical handbooks, government reports, Census data, West
Bengal State Action Plans, and environmental databases such as the Bhuvan Portal and India-WRIS (Water Resources
Information System) (Government of India, 2021).

The key tools of data collection include GIS-based spatial analysis, which was used to map land use changes, forest
cover, and water body shrinkage over the past decade. Structured interview schedules and observation checklists were
designed to capture local narratives and behavioral patterns. Additionally, official documents, academic publications,
and policy reports were analyzed to understand the regulatory framework and institutional mechanisms (UNEP, 2019;
Roy & Sinha, 2018).

For the analytical framework, the study employs a combination of thematic content analysis for qualitative data and
descriptive statistics for quantitative data. Satellite image interpretation was conducted using QGIS software, while
survey responses were tabulated and analyzed using Microsoft Excel and SPSS. The data were further interpreted
through the lens of the Sustainable Resource Management framework, which emphasizes the integration of ecological
sustainability, economic viability, and social equity (UNEP, 2019).

Table 1 Hypothetical Summary of Natural Resource Status in Selected Blocks of Murshidabad

Block Name Groundwater Fores Area Under Incidents Water Body Community
Level (m) t Agriculture of Sand Shrinkage Dependency

Cover (%) Mining (last 10 yrs, on Resources
(%) (2023) %) (%)

Raghunathganj-I = 9.5 4.2 72 15 22 88

Lalgola 7.8 3.5 65 12 18 91

Domkal 11.2 2.1 70 20 25 86

Beldanga-II 8.3 1.9 68 10 20 89

Bhagawangola-I 9.0 2.7 60 18 30 93

Explanation of the Table

e Groundwater Level (m): Indicates average pre-monsoon groundwater depth. Domkal shows the deepest water
table at 11.2 meters, indicating stress due to overuse or low recharge.

e Forest Cover (%): Very low across all blocks, with most under 5%, reflecting high deforestation and negligible
forest regeneration. Beldanga-II has the lowest at 1.9%.

e AreaUnder Agriculture (%): Represents the percentage of block area used for agriculture. Raghunathganj-I has
the highest, consistent with community dependence on farming.

e Incidents of Sand Mining (2023): Shows illegal or unregulated sand mining reported in 2023. Domkal has the
highest (20%), suggesting riverbank vulnerability.

e Water Body Shrinkage (%): Calculated through satellite image comparison from 2013 to 2023. Highest in
Bhagawangola-I at 30%, suggesting climate stress or encroachments.

e Community Dependency on Resources (%): Based on survey responses. All values are above 85%, reflecting
heavy reliance on land, water, and biomass for livelihood.

1) Average Groundwater Level by Block - Shows Domkal has the deepest groundwater table, indicating higher
depletion.

Average Groundwater Level by Block

10

Depth (m)

Block Name
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2) Forest Cover by Block - Highlights that all blocks have critically low forest cover, with Beldanga-II being the
lowest.

Forest Cover by Block
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3) Agricultural Land Use by Block - Raghunathganj-I shows the highest reliance on agriculture.

Agricultural Land Use by Block
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4) Reported Sand Mining Incidents (2023) - Domkal records the highest, suggesting severe unregulated
mining.

Reported Sand Mining Incidents (2023)

Number of Incidents

Block Name

5) Water Body Shrinkage over 10 Years - Bhagawangola-I has suffered the most significant loss.
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Water Body Shrinkage over 10 Years
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6) Community Dependency on Natural Resources - All blocks show very high dependency, particularly
Bhagawangola-I.
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4. NATURAL RESOURCE PROFILE OF MURSHIDABAD

Murshidabad is endowed with a rich variety of natural resources that have historically contributed to its socio-
economic development. These include fertile land, a dense network of rivers and water bodies, limited forest resources,
and significant agricultural and human potential. However, the sustainable management of these resources remains a
persistent challenge due to growing population pressure, unsustainable practices, and climate variability.

4.1. LAND AND SOIL RESOURCES

The district of Murshidabad predominantly consists of alluvial soil, particularly in areas bordering the Ganges and
Bhagirathi rivers. The soil is fertile and well-suited for the cultivation of rice, jute, and various horticultural crops.
However, extensive agricultural use and lack of crop rotation have led to signs of soil fatigue and declining productivity
in certain areas. In the western part of the district, lateritic soil appears in patches, particularly in the Nabagram block,
which is less productive and more erosion-prone. Land degradation is further intensified by unregulated sand mining
along riverbanks, causing loss of topsoil and siltation in downstream areas (Roy & Sinha, 2018).

4.2. WATER RESOURCES: RIVERS, GROUNDWATER, WETLANDS

Murshidabad is traversed by several rivers, including the Bhagirathi, Jalangi, and their tributaries, which support
irrigation, fishing, and domestic needs. Groundwater is another critical resource, heavily relied upon for both drinking

ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts 1168


https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh

Dr. Sakila Haque

and agricultural purposes. However, increasing extraction has led to a significant drop in the groundwater table,
especially in Domkal and Raghunathganj blocks. Additionally, wetlands in the district, such as those in Lalgola and
Hariharpara, are vital for biodiversity and flood control but are increasingly threatened by encroachments and pollution
(Bose, 2021). Seasonal waterlogging and flooding also affect resource availability and agricultural planning in low-lying
zones.

4.3. FOREST AND BIODIVERSITY RESOURCES

Murshidabad has very limited forest cover, comprising less than 4% of its geographical area, primarily consisting of
degraded scrub and social forestry plantations. These green spaces, found mostly in Nabagram and Kandi subdivisions,
offer minimal ecological support and are under constant pressure from expanding agricultural and settlement areas. The
biodiversity is modest but includes some aquatic species, wetland birds, and indigenous flora, which are increasingly
endangered due to habitat fragmentation and pollution (Banerjee & Das, 2019).

4.4. MINERAL RESOURCES

The district is not particularly rich in mineral resources. However, localized sand deposits along riverbanks are
exploited, mostly through informal or illegal channels. These activities have ecological consequences such as riverbed
deepening, erosion, and destruction of aquatic ecosystems. There are also minor occurrences of clay and laterite, which
are used locally for brick-making and small-scale construction.

4.5. AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL POTENTIAL

Agriculture remains the backbone of Murshidabad’s economy. The district grows multiple crops annually, with rice,
jute, mustard, and pulses being the major outputs. There is substantial potential for crop diversification and horticultural
expansion, especially in mango, litchi, guava, and betel leaf cultivation. In addition, the region’s agro-climatic conditions
support sericulture and floriculture. However, limited access to cold storage, irrigation infrastructure, and market
linkages restrain productivity growth and profitability for smallholders (Mukherjee, 2017).

4.6. HUMAN RESOURCE AS A NATURAL CAPITAL

The human resource base of Murshidabad is both a strength and a challenge. With a high population density and
significant rural workforce, the district has immense potential in terms of labor-intensive industries such as agriculture,
weaving, and handicrafts. The district’s silk industry, known historically as “Murshidabad silk,” employs thousands and
contributes to both livelihood and cultural identity. However, issues such as low educational attainment, seasonal
migration, and poor health indicators affect the district’s ability to convert its demographic advantage into sustainable
development (Sen, 2020).

5. ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Despite its rich ecological base, Murshidabad faces numerous challenges in managing its natural resources
sustainably. These issues are rooted in both anthropogenic pressures and systemic institutional weaknesses, which, if
left unaddressed, could lead to irreversible environmental degradation and socio-economic setbacks.

5.1. OVEREXPLOITATION AND DEPLETION OF RESOURCES

One of the foremost challenges in Murshidabad is the overexploitation of its land, water, and biological resources.
Intensive agricultural practices, combined with unregulated groundwater extraction and monoculture cropping, have
led to declining soil fertility and falling water tables. Overdependence on chemical fertilizers and pesticides has further
degraded soil health. Simultaneously, the rising demand for agricultural and domestic water use, especially in blocks like
Domkal and Lalgola, has resulted in the rapid depletion of groundwater aquifers, putting long-term water security at risk
(Chatterjee, 2020).
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5.2. IMPACT OF ILLEGAL SAND MINING

Illegal and unregulated sand mining along the Bhagirathi and other riverbanks has emerged as a major
environmental concern in the district. The practice, often driven by construction demand, not only depletes riverine
ecosystems but also accelerates erosion, disturbs aquatic biodiversity, and destabilizes riverbanks. According to
Banerjee and Das (2019), rampant sand mining in blocks such as Bhagawangola-I and Domkal has resulted in frequent
flooding, loss of agricultural land, and infrastructural damage to rural roads and embankments. Moreover, local
communities have reported increasing conflicts over access and control of these resources.

5.3. WATER POLLUTION AND SCARCITY

Water pollution is another persistent problem, particularly in the downstream stretches of rivers where domestic
and agricultural runoff is concentrated. The absence of proper waste disposal systems, excessive use of agrochemicals,
and encroachment of wetlands contribute to the contamination of both surface and groundwater sources. In addition,
arsenic contamination in groundwater, especially in blocks like Raghunathganj and Jalangi, poses severe health risks to
the local population. While water is available in abundance during monsoon, its unequal distribution and quality issues
create seasonal scarcity that hampers both drinking water supply and irrigation (Bose, 2021).

5.4. LAND DEGRADATION AND SOIL EROSION

Uncontrolled land use changes, deforestation, and faulty agricultural practices have accelerated land degradation
across the district. Soil erosion along riverbanks and hilly areas, combined with declining organic content in cultivated
land, threatens long-term agricultural productivity. Riverbank erosion, particularly in flood-prone areas, leads to the
displacement of communities and loss of arable land. In the absence of sustainable land management strategies, these
trends are expected to worsen in the coming years (Roy & Sinha, 2018).

5.5. INSTITUTIONAL AND POLICY CHALLENGES

The institutional landscape governing natural resources in Murshidabad suffers from fragmentation, overlapping
mandates, and lack of coordination. While several departments and local bodies are responsible for different aspects of
land, water, and forest management, their actions often lack integration and community involvement. Policy
implementation is further hampered by inadequate staffing, limited technical capacity, and weak monitoring systems.
Additionally, the top-down nature of many schemes fails to incorporate local knowledge and priorities, reducing their
effectiveness at the grassroots level (Mukherjee, 2017).

5.6. CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS

Climate change acts as a multiplier of existing vulnerabilities by intensifying extreme weather events, altering
rainfall patterns, and increasing temperatures. Murshidabad has witnessed irregular monsoon cycles, increased
frequency of floods, and prolonged dry spells, all of which affect agriculture, water availability, and ecosystem stability.
The marginal communities that rely heavily on natural resources for their livelihoods are the most affected, yet have the
least capacity to adapt. Despite the inclusion of Murshidabad in the West Bengal State Action Plan on Climate Change,
localized adaptation strategies remain limited and underfunded (UNEP, 2019).

6. CASE STUDY INSIGHTS

To ground the study in local realities, selected Gram Panchayats from the blocks of Domkal, Raghunathganj-I, and
Bhagawangola-I were chosen for detailed case study analysis. These areas represent a cross-section of environmental
challenges, ranging from overexploited aquifers and illegal sand mining to shifting agricultural patterns and wetland
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degradation. These case studies were selected based on prior government reports, satellite imagery of resource changes,
and vulnerability indicators identified during preliminary fieldwork (Chatterjee, 2020).

6.1. SELECTED GRAM PANCHAYATS/BLOCKS IN FOCUS

In Domkal block, Gram Panchayats such as Islampur and Saktipur were studied due to their high dependence on
groundwater and increased incidence of water scarcity. Similarly, in Raghunathganj-I, Chandpur and Jotkamal were
selected for their exposure to sand mining activities and water contamination. Bhagawangola-I's Nayansukh and
Parbatipur Panchayats were included because of their proximity to eroding riverbanks and shrinking wetlands. These
sites exhibit a combination of ecological stress and socio-economic vulnerability that typify the broader resource
management crisis in Murshidabad (Roy & Sinha, 2018).

6.2. RESOURCE USE PRACTICES AND COMMUNITY PERCEPTIONS

The community in these regions relies heavily on groundwater for irrigation and domestic use. During field
interviews, farmers expressed concern over declining water tables and reported increased costs in borewell
maintenance. Local residents associated poor crop yields with deteriorating soil health and erratic rainfall patterns.
Traditional irrigation practices have largely been replaced by electric pumps, increasing energy costs and contributing
to resource depletion. Community members also reported that rivers and wetlands, once used for fishing and livestock,
are now polluted or have disappeared altogether. These perceptions point toward a deteriorating relationship between
communities and their environment (Banerjee & Das, 2019).

6.3. SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Resource degradation has had profound socio-economic effects in these Gram Panchayats. In Bhagawangola-I, the
loss of agricultural land due to riverbank erosion has led to displacement and loss of income for farming households. In
Raghunathganj-I, exposure to arsenic-contaminated groundwater has contributed to increased health issues,
particularly skin and gastrointestinal diseases. Unemployment is rising, particularly among the youth, prompting
seasonal migration to cities like Kolkata and Delhi for work. Women'’s self-help groups (SHGs) report that declining
incomes have negatively impacted school attendance and nutritional outcomes among children (Sen, 2020).

6.4. ROLE OF LOCAL GOVERNANCE (PANCHAYATS, NGOS, SHGS)

The role of Panchayati Raj Institutions in managing these crises has been mixed. While some Panchayats have
initiated awareness campaigns on water conservation and organic farming, others lack the technical capacity or financial
resources to implement effective strategies. NGOs such as Paschim Banga Vigyan Mancha and SRDWS (Society for Rural
Development & Welfare Services) have been instrumental in training farmers in sustainable practices and reviving
traditional water harvesting systems. Self-help groups, particularly women-led ones, have played a significant role in
advocating for clean water access and initiating small-scale afforestation efforts. However, these efforts remain
fragmented and often unsupported by formal institutions (Mukherjee, 2017).

6.5. BEST PRACTICES AND FAILURES

Among notable best practices, the use of vermicomposting and integrated pest management in Domkal has
improved soil quality and reduced chemical dependency. In Chandpur, a rainwater harvesting initiative piloted by a local
NGO has reduced seasonal water scarcity in two hamlets. Conversely, failures include a defunct water filtration unit in
Jotkamal due to lack of maintenance and a stalled riverbank protection project in Nayansukh caused by delays in fund
disbursal. These examples highlight the importance of continuity, community involvement, and coordination among
stakeholders for long-term success (UNEP, 2019).
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7. DISCUSSION AND CRITICAL ANALYSIS

The findings from Murshidabad reflect a complex interplay of ecological abundance, human dependency, and
institutional inefficiency. To understand these dynamics better, it is essential to contextualize Murshidabad'’s situation
within the broader landscape of natural resource governance in West Bengal and beyond.

7.1. COMPARISON WITH OTHER DISTRICTS/REGIONS

When compared with districts like Nadia and Birbhum, Murshidabad shows greater vulnerability in terms of
groundwater depletion and illegal sand mining. While Nadia has implemented community-based groundwater
management systems with some degree of success, Murshidabad continues to depend heavily on unregulated extraction
methods (Mukherjee, 2017). Similarly, in terms of forest management, districts such as Bankura and Purulia have
initiated Joint Forest Management (JFM) programmes that have improved forest cover and community engagement—an
initiative largely absent in Murshidabad due to its limited forest area and lack of institutional coordination. These
comparisons indicate that policy effectiveness often depends on localized governance innovations and sustained
administrative support, which Murshidabad lacks.

7.2. SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT

The sustainability of resource use in Murshidabad is currently under severe threat. The groundwater table in many
blocks is declining beyond critical levels, forest cover is negligible, and surface water bodies are shrinking at an alarming
rate. Moreover, the absence of long-term conservation strategies has led to a vicious cycle of resource degradation and
economic vulnerability. For instance, while the agricultural productivity of the region is still significant, it relies heavily
on groundwater and agrochemicals, making the system both ecologically and economically unsustainable in the long run.
Climate variability, in the form of erratic monsoon and frequent floods, further undermines resilience and amplifies
existing risks (UNEP, 2019).

7.3. POLICY-RESOURCE-COMMUNITY NEXUS

The analysis also reveals a fragmented policy-resource-community nexus. While policies and schemes such as the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) and the Jal Jeevan Mission are active in
Murshidabad, their implementation often lacks synergy with local resource needs. For example, water conservation
structures built under MGNREGA are poorly maintained or constructed without hydrological assessments, leading to
low utility and public disengagement. Moreover, local governance bodies like Gram Panchayats are often excluded from
higher-level planning processes, making community participation superficial and ineffective. This disconnect between
policy intent and ground realities inhibits the sustainable management of resources and weakens local ownership (Roy
& Sinha, 2018).

7.4. SWOT ANALYSIS OF NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT IN MURSHIDABAD

A SWOT analysis provides a strategic overview of Murshidabad’s natural resource management framework:

e Strengths: Rich alluvial soil, dense river network, high agricultural potential, and skilled human capital in
sectors like sericulture and handicrafts.

e Weaknesses: Depleting groundwater, negligible forest cover, poor institutional coordination, weak
enforcement of environmental laws.

e Opportunities: Potential for agro-ecological diversification, promotion of eco-friendly technologies,
community-led water management, and revival of traditional practices.
e Threats: lllegal sand mining, climate change impacts, population pressure, and increasing dependence on non-
renewable resource use.
This SWOT analysis underscores that while Murshidabad has the foundational resources to transition toward
sustainable development, it requires urgent institutional reforms, capacity-building, and participatory governance to
overcome its existing vulnerabilities (Chatterjee, 2020).
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8. SUGGESTIONS AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the analysis of resource trends, community feedback, and governance mechanisms in Murshidabad, this
section outlines strategic recommendations aimed at promoting sustainable and equitable natural resource
management. These suggestions align with global best practices while emphasizing context-specific adaptability.

8.1. INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT

Murshidabad requires an integrated approach to natural resource planning that synchronizes land, water, forest,
and biodiversity management under a unified district-level framework. Existing schemes and policies should be aligned
through a district resource management cell that coordinates efforts across departments such as agriculture, water
resources, and rural development. This integration will help address overlaps, avoid resource-use conflicts, and enhance
the effectiveness of interventions (UNEP, 2019). Additionally, planning should incorporate seasonal and geographic
variations in resource availability, particularly for vulnerable blocks like Domkal and Bhagawangola-1I.

8.2. ROLE OF TECHNOLOGICAL INTERVENTIONS (GIS, REMOTE SENSING)

Technological tools such as Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing can revolutionize resource
monitoring and planning in Murshidabad. Real-time data on land use change, water table fluctuations, and forest cover
dynamics can support evidence-based decision-making and early warning systems. For instance, periodic satellite
mapping of riverbank erosion zones can inform mitigation infrastructure, while GIS layers on soil quality and cropping
patterns can guide climate-resilient farming practices. However, as Mukherjee (2017) notes, these tools must be
democratized and made accessible to local planning bodies through proper training and infrastructure support.

8.3. COMMUNITY-BASED NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (CBNRM)

Empowering communities through participatory planning and decentralized resource management is key to
sustainability. Community-Based Natural Resource Management (CBNRM) models have shown success in other Indian
districts and can be adapted for Murshidabad. Local user groups, particularly women’s Self Help Groups (SHGs) and
farmer collectives, should be engaged in managing water harvesting systems, afforestation drives, and organic farming
initiatives. As Banerjee and Das (2019) emphasize, local ownership enhances accountability and leads to better long-
term outcomes than top-down interventions.

8.4. INSTITUTIONAL REFORMS

There is a pressing need for institutional reforms to improve coordination, transparency, and capacity at the local
governance level. Panchayats should be given greater autonomy and resources for environmental planning, and their
technical capacity should be enhanced through regular training and digital tools. Moreover, inter-departmental
committees should be established at the block level to avoid duplication of efforts and improve implementation
efficiency. Clear mandates, performance metrics, and grievance redressal mechanisms must be embedded in all
resource-related schemes (Roy & Sinha, 2018).

8.5. EDUCATION AND AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS

Sustainable resource use begins with public awareness. Therefore, targeted education campaigns should be
launched in schools, farmer clubs, and SHG meetings to spread knowledge on conservation practices, climate change,
and the risks of overexploitation. NGOs and civil society organizations can collaborate with government departments to
develop multilingual, locally relevant educational materials. Sen (2020) highlights that behaviour change is most
successful when knowledge is complemented with practical training, such as composting workshops, water budgeting
tools, and model demonstration farms.
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9. CONCLUSION

This study critically examined the natural resource landscape of Murshidabad district, highlighting both the
ecological richness and the pressing sustainability challenges that characterize the region. The analysis revealed that
despite having fertile soil, extensive water networks, and a skilled population engaged in agriculture and handicrafts,
Murshidabad is experiencing rapid resource degradation. Overextraction of groundwater, illegal sand mining,
deforestation, and shrinking wetlands are contributing to ecological imbalance and socio-economic vulnerabilities.
Ground-level data and case studies from blocks like Domkal, Raghunathganj-I, and Bhagawangola-I showed that
communities are heavily dependent on natural resources but often lack institutional support, technological access, and
participatory platforms to manage them sustainably (Banerjee & Das, 2019; Sen, 2020).

The study makes an important contribution to academic discourse by bridging empirical observations with a
theoretical framework rooted in sustainable resource management. It provides a holistic understanding of the policy-
resource-community nexus and offers a SWOT analysis that can be adapted for planning in similar socio-ecological
contexts. By integrating primary field insights with GIS mapping and policy reviews, this research also strengthens
interdisciplinary approaches to environmental governance at the district level (UNEP, 2019; Mukherjee, 2017). For
policy makers, the findings underscore the need for integrated planning, decentralised governance, and community
engagement as core components of sustainable development.

There is significant scope for further research, particularly in the areas of climate change adaptation and economic
valuation of ecosystem services in Murshidabad. Future studies can explore how indigenous knowledge systems and
traditional practices could be revived or integrated into contemporary resource management models. In addition,
longitudinal studies tracking the effectiveness of current policies and decentralized models such as Community-Based
Natural Resource Management (CBNRM) could provide valuable feedback for scaling up sustainable practices in the
district and beyond.
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