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ABSTRACT 
In the twenty-first century, the India-China border issue has veered between hostility and 
diplomacy due to unresolved territorial claims that date back to the 1962 war. With an 
emphasis on the interplay of conflict and communication in handling their Himalayan 
border dispute, this study offers a thorough examination of the diplomatic and military 
exchanges between China and India between 2000 and 2020. The study looks at the 
structural and immediate causes of tensions as well as institutional de-escalation 
mechanisms using a mixed-methods approach that combines historical analysis of 
bilateral agreements, crisis events (such as the 2013 Depsang standoff, 2017 Doklam 
crisis, and 2020 Galwan Valley clash), and official statements.  
The study finds a cyclical pattern: recurrent border standoffs frequently followed times 
of economic cooperation and multilateral participation (e.g., BRICS, SCO), highlighting the 
duality in bilateral relations. Territorial disputes continued in spite of frameworks such 
as the Special Representatives discussion and the 2003 Declaration on Principles, which 
were made worse by the militarization of infrastructure (such as China's Belt and Road 
Initiative and India's border road projects). The worst conflict in forty-five years, the 
2020 Galwan Valley fight, was a low point that exposed the weakness of confidence-
building measures (CBMs) and the emergence of nationalist rhetoric in both countries. 
While both states stressed strategic patience to prevent full-scale conflict, the report 
contends that shifting alliances and opposing geopolitical aspirations (such as India's 
developing U.S. relations) led to a deepening of mutual mistrust. Diplomatic flexibility 
was further limited by media-driven nationalism and domestic political narratives. The 
study concludes that a lasting resolution is still difficult unless fundamental territorial 
claims are addressed, military deployments are made more transparent, and economic 
links are shielded from security crises by placing these dynamics inside larger theoretical 
discussions on diplomacy and deterrence. In addition to providing policy insights for 
maintaining Indo-Pacific stability, this work advances the field of study on asymmetric 
wars. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
A complicated mix of collaboration and competition has characterized the relationship between China and India, 

two of the most numerous and ancient civilizations in the world. Even though cultural and economic contacts have 
grown, bilateral relations are nevertheless clouded by a long-standing border dispute. Numerous military standoffs, 
diplomatic tensions, and even armed confrontation have resulted from this disagreement, which is based on historical 
claims and divergent interpretations of the Line of Actual Control (LAC). This article explores the complexities of border 
discussions between China and India from 2000 to 2020, looking at the significant occasions, underlying causes, and 
enduring difficulties that have influenced this important area of their relationship.  
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An Overview of the India-China Border Conflicts Throughout History 
The colonial era and the vague borders left over from the British Raj are the origins of the India-China boundary 

conflict. In 1914, British administrator Henry McMahon suggested the McMahon Line, which marked the eastern 
boundary between Tibet and India. There are conflicting claims over Arunachal Pradesh, nevertheless, because China 
has never formally acknowledged this boundary. The Aksai Chin region, a strategically significant area that both nations 
claim, is at the heart of the conflict in the western sector. The historical background of the two countries' relationship 
further complicates the conflict. The catchphrase "Hindi-Chini Bhai Bhai" (Indians and Chinese are brothers) became 
well-known in the 1950s and represented the early camaraderie and collaboration between China and India. According 
to the Five Principles of Peaceful cohabitation (Panchsheel Agreement), this slogan, which was supported by leaders 
such as Jawaharlal Nehru and Zhou Enlai, conveyed a vision of close ties and peaceful cohabitation1. This initial 
camaraderie, however, was short-lived as conflicting historical interpretations and boundary agreements quickly 
surfaced.  Scholarly publications have offered in-depth interpretations of this intricate historical context. For example, 
"Contested Lands" by Maroof Raza provides a comprehensive examination of the territorial dispute's historical context. 
In a similar vein, John W. Garver highlights the persistent nature of Sino-Indian rivalry in his book "Prolonged Contest: 
Sino-Indian Rivalry in the Twentieth Century," which looks at the policies and actions of both nations over the last 50 
years.  

Furthermore, the India-China border conflict is further complicated by the historical significance of Kalimpong, a 
town on the Himalayan frontier. Kalimpong was essential to the political intrigue and espionage that defined the area in 
the middle of the 20th century, as discussed in "Through the India-China Border" by Prem Poddar and Lisa Lindkvist 
Zhang. Because of its distinct character and advantageous position, this town functioned as a microcosm of the larger 
conflicts and discussions between the two countries2.  

These unresolved border disputes led to the 1962 Sino-Indian War, which ended in a crushing loss for India and 
further cemented the long-standing enmity between the two countries. Since then, there has been sporadic 
communication between the two parties, but a compromise has been difficult to achieve. Over the years, there have been 
multiple violations and military confrontations along the LAC, a de facto boundary, underscoring the precariousness of 
regional peace. 

Key Events and Developments in Border Negotiations (2000-2020) 
Along the India-China border, there were a number of diplomatic initiatives and military conflicts between 2000 

and 2020. Although both nations aimed to strengthen their bonds and deepen their economic connections, the border 
dispute continued to be a long and uneven process. The major occurrences and advancements during this time are 
compiled in the following table:  

 
Year Event/Development Significance 

2000-
2005 

Increased Border Tensions Despite efforts to enhance bilateral relations, the early 2000s saw an increase in 
border transgressions and military standoffs, partly due to China's growing assertiveness 
and its perception of India's strengthening ties with the United States. 

2005-
2012 

Confidence-Building Measures India and China signed a series of agreements aimed at building confidence and 
preventing accidental clashes, including the 2005 Protocol on the Modalities for the 
Implementation of Confidence Building Measures in the Military Field along the Line of 
Actual Control in the Sino-Indian Border. 

2008 Signing of "China-India Joint Vision 
for the 21st Century" 

This agreement represented a significant step towards fostering a long-term 
cooperative relationship between the two countries. 

2013 The 2013 Border Defense 
Cooperation Agreement 

This agreement sought to further strengthen communication and prevent 
misunderstandings along the LAC, including provisions for flag meetings, border personnel 
meetings, and hotlines between military commanders. 

 
1 https://www.voanews.com/a/chinese-and-indian-diplomats-call-for-warmer-relations-but-make-no-public-mention-of-border-dispute-
/7951523.html  
2 Bharti, M. S. (2024). China –India border disputes: an analytical analysis of Doklam standoff to Tawang clash. Asian Journal of Political Science, 1–
21. https://doi.org/10.1080/02185377.2024.2429084  
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2013-
2020 

Renewed Tensions and Standoffs Despite these agreements, border tensions resurfaced, with significant standoffs 
occurring in Depsang (2013), Chumar (2014), Doklam (2017), and Ladakh (2020), 
highlighting the limitations of existing confidence-building measures. 

2020 Deadly Clash in Galwan Valley This clash marked a turning point in the relationship, leading to increased anxieties, 
military build-ups, and a fundamental shift in the dynamics between the two countries. 

   
This timeline illustrates the border negotiations' cyclical pattern of advancements and failures. Although 

agreements and steps to boost trust gave people optimism for stability, they were frequently followed by heightened 
tensions and standoffs, highlighting the enduring difficulties in settling the border dispute. A clear reminder of the 
brittleness of peace and the possibility of regional escalation was provided by the conflict in the Galwan Valley in 2020. 

Factors Affecting the Bargaining The course of the border talks between China and India has been shaped by a 
number of interconnected elements, resulting in a complicated web of political, strategic, and historical concerns. 

Historical Baggage and Various Viewpoints 
Mistrust and animosity between the two nations are still fueled by the unresolved historical claims and the memory 

of the 1962 conflict. Finding common ground and establishing the confidence required for a long-term solution have 
been challenging due to this historical baggage. This problem is made worse by China and India's divergent historical 
viewpoints on the boundary conflict. China sees the 1946 Treaty of Amritsar and the McMahon Line as relics of "unequal 
treaties" 3that were imposed during a time of historical weakness, whereas India stresses the legitimacy of these 
agreements. Attempts to come to a mutually agreeable view of the border issue have been hampered by this basic 
disagreement in historical interpretation.  

Geopolitical Aspects and Strategic Competition The border issue now has a geopolitical component due to China's 
ascent to prominence in the world economy and its increasing assertiveness in Asia. The strategic rivalry between the 
two Asian superpowers has also been exacerbated by India's growing relations with the US and other nations concerned 
about China's ascent. Roman Muzalevsky has emphasized the idea of "strategic expansions," which further fuels this 
competitiveness. There is a greater chance of war along the border as a result of both nations' efforts to secure their 
strategic interests and grow their influence in the area.  

Political Aspects at Home 
Leaders' ability to compromise on the border problem has frequently been hampered by nationalism and public 

opinion in both nations. It has been difficult to look for innovative solutions and reach a settlement that all parties can 
agree on because of the internal political pressure. Political rivals can easily take advantage of any perceived weakness 
or concession on the border issue, making it challenging for leaders to stray from their preexisting stances.  

China's Dual-Front Problem 
An further significant element impacting China's strategy on the border dispute is the notion of "China's two-front 

conundrum." This speaks to China's security worries about the possibility of a conflict with India on its western border 
and other adversaries, including the US, in the maritime sphere at the same time. China's actions along the LAC have 
historically been impacted by this perceived two-front threat, with periods of elevated security concerns frequently 
accompanied by heightened tensions4.  

Economic Development and Self-Assuredness 
According to experts, China's aggression in border disputes and economic growth may be related. China has become 

increasingly inclined to press its territorial claims and employ its military might to accomplish its strategic goals as its 
economic might has increased. This association demonstrates how intricately security and economic considerations 
interact to shape China's foreign policy.  

 
 

 
3 Verma, R. (2024). India–China rivalry, border dispute, border standoffs, and crises. India Review, 23(5), 397–408. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14736489.2024.2423996  
4 Pant, H. V., & Mishra, V. (2024). China’s 2020 Line of Actual Control (LAC) incursion: A function of India-US ties? India Review, 23(5), 482–493. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14736489.2024.2423552  
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Agreements and Measures to Increase Confidence 
1) Through a number of agreements and initiatives aimed at fostering mutual trust, India and China have 

attempted to manage the border and avert violence in spite of the ongoing difficulties. The goals of these 
actions have been to improve communication, foster trust between the two military, and lessen the 
possibility of unintentional conflicts. 

2) The 1993 Agreement on the Preservation of Peace and Quiet in the India-China Border Regions Along the 
Line of Actual Control: In addition to laying the foundation for future actions aimed at fostering confidence, 
this foundational agreement provided the structure for border security.  

3) The 1996 pact on measures to boost military confidence along the line of actual control in the border regions 
between China and India: This agreement addressed troop level reduction, military disclosure during border 
exercises, and procedures for monitoring and inspecting troop movements.  

4) In the Sino-Indian border areas, the 2005 Protocol on the Modalities for the Implementation of Measures to 
Build Confidence in the Military Field along the Line of Actual Control: This protocol outlined particular ways 
to carry out the steps aimed at fostering confidence, such as regular meetings on border matters and 
information-sharing protocols.  

5) The 2013 Agreement on Border Defense Cooperation: With provisions for flag meetings, border personnel 
meetings, and hotlines between military commanders, this agreement sought to improve communication 
and avoid misunderstandings along the LAC.  

6) The enduring mistrust, divergent views of the LAC, and the larger geopolitical rivalry between the two 
nations have restricted the effectiveness of these agreements, despite the fact that they have helped manage 
the border and prevent escalation5. 

Problems and Possible Fixes 
The India-China border conflict continues to be a major obstacle for both nations despite decades of discussions and 

multiple accords. The region's peace and stability are constantly at danger due to the absence of a compromise. 
Principal Difficulties 

1) Erosion of confidence: It is challenging to establish a basis for fruitful conversations because of the regular 
border violations and military standoffs that have damaged confidence between the two nations. 

2) Lack of Transparency: The disagreement has become even more complex as a result of the negotiation 
process's lack of transparency and the scant information released to the public, which has stoked rumors 
and mistrust. 

3) Changing Geopolitical Dynamics: The border issue has become more complex as a result of the changing 
geopolitical backdrop, which includes China's ascent and the altering balance of power in Asia. 

4) Effect on Transboundary River Management: The management of shared water resources is significantly 
impacted by the border dispute as well. Transboundary river management has been made more difficult by 
a lack of collaboration and unresolved territorial disputes, which could impede sustainable development 
and raise the possibility of conflicts over water resources.  

Possible Remedies 
A multifaceted strategy that includes fostering confidence, clarifying the LAC, engaging in political discourse, and 

coming up with innovative solutions is needed to address these issues and work toward a settlement. 
• Improved Strategies for Increasing Confidence: Reducing the likelihood of unintentional conflicts and 

fostering trust can be achieved by bolstering current measures to foster confidence, such as regular border 
personnel meetings, joint exercises, and enhanced military-to-military contact.  

• Clarification of the LAC: By collaborating on surveys and mapping exercises, it is possible to minimize 
ambiguity and stop future violations by working toward a shared understanding of the LAC.  

 
5 Verma, R. (2024). India–China rivalry, border dispute, border standoffs, and crises. India Review, 23(5), 397–408. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14736489.2024.2423996  
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• Political Dialogue and Diplomacy: To address the underlying strategic problems and come up with a solution 
that both parties can agree with, persistent high-level political dialogue and diplomatic engagement are 
essential.  

• Investigating Innovative ideas: Going beyond conventional methods and investigating innovative ideas, such 
cooperative development initiatives in border regions, can promote cooperation and increase economic 
interdependence. 

• Making Economic Cooperation a Priority: Recent events, like the border agreement signed in late 2024, point 
to a possible change in both nations' agendas. A more practical approach to the border problem may result 
from a growing understanding that economic cooperation and reciprocal advantages can overcome strategic 
divides.  

Professional Views and Evaluations 
Expert viewpoints on the border issue between China and India provide important context for understanding the 

intricacies of the talks and possible avenues for settlement. 
• The Persistent Danger of War: In his book "Understanding the India-China Border," Manoj Joshi emphasizes 

the need for a more thorough comprehension of the strategic and historical background of the border 
conflict as well as the ongoing threat of war in the high Himalayas.  

• Border Stabilization: To avoid further escalation and control the risks related to the conflict, experts stress 
the significance of border stabilization through buffer zones and enhanced crisis management procedures.  

• The Role of Geopolitical Competition: One major obstacle to a wider détente, according to analysts, is the 
larger geopolitical rivalry between China and India, which includes China's expanding naval presence in the 
Indian Ocean and its close connections with Pakistan.  

• The Value of Communication: In order to resolve the border dispute and manage their complicated 
relationship, experts emphasize the value of ongoing communication and interaction between China and 
India, notwithstanding the obstacles.  

• The Need for a Comprehensive Border Settlement: Despite its difficulties, some observers contend that a 
comprehensive border settlement may hold the key to a more stable and cordial partnership between the 
two nations.  

• These professional viewpoints highlight how complex the India-China border conflict is and how important 
it is to have a sophisticated grasp of the political, strategic, and historical elements involved6. 

 
2. IN CONCLUSION 

With deep historical origins and important strategic ramifications, the India-China border dispute is a complicated 
and multidimensional problem. Although both nations have worked to control the border and avert hostilities, a long-
term solution is still difficult. Achieving a peaceful and stable border requires addressing the underlying mistrust, 
elucidating the LAC, and participating in ongoing political discourse. The difficulties and intricacies of this long-running 
conflict have been highlighted by the two decades between 2000 and 2020, highlighting the necessity of ongoing 
attempts to reach a mutually agreeable solution. There have been hints of improvement and a possible change in 
priorities despite the many obstacles. A rising understanding of the significance of economic cooperation and the 
necessity of preventing further escalation is indicated by recent agreements and the readiness to participate in 
conversation. Significant challenges are still present, nevertheless, because of the lengthy history of mistrust, varying 
perspectives of the LAC, and the larger geopolitical conflict. The ability of both nations to get past these challenges and 
figure out how to balance their conflicting interests will determine how the border talks between China and India develop 
in the future. The future of their bilateral relationship and the stability of the entire area will be significantly impacted 
by their ability to find a long-term solution to this ongoing conflict..  

  

 
6 Manjeet S. Pardesi, “The Initiation of the Sino-Indian Rivalry,” Asian Security 15, no. 3 (2019): 253–284  
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