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The integration of digital resources in agricultural universities has become essential for

(f,'},%caktégr academic and research excellence. This study aims to assess the awareness and

utilization of digital resources among faculty members and research scholars in

Corresponding Author agricultural institutions. By analyzing factors such as accessibility, usage patterns,
Navin Prasad, challenges, and the impact of digital tools on academic productivity, this research
provides insights into how digital transformation is shaping agricultural education and

DOI research. The study employs a mixed-methods approach, including surveys and

interviews, to gather comprehensive data from selected agricultural universities.
Statistical analysis using SPSS software was conducted to derive meaningful insights
from the collected data. The results are represented through tables, graphs, and pie
charts for better visualization. Key findings reveal that while digital resources are widely
recognized as essential, challenges such as digital literacy gaps and infrastructure
limitations hinder their full potential. This research offers recommendations for
improving digital literacy, enhancing infrastructure, and fostering a more inclusive digital
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1. INTRODUCTION

With the rapid advancement of information technology, digital resources have become a cornerstone of academic
and research activities. Agricultural universities, which play a crucial role in innovation and sustainable development,
rely heavily on digital tools for knowledge dissemination and research advancements. The proliferation of digital
libraries, academic databases, and open-access journals has provided faculty members and research scholars with
unprecedented access to scholarly content, fostering a culture of continuous learning and collaboration.

Despite the growing reliance on digital tools, challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, limited digital literacy,
and restricted access to premium resources persist. Many faculty members and scholars still struggle with effective
utilization due to technological barriers, insufficient institutional support, and financial constraints related to digital
subscriptions. Understanding these issues is crucial to formulating strategies that enhance the accessibility and usability
of digital resources.
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Awareness and Utilization of Digital Resources in Agricultural Universities: A Study of Faculty and Research Scholars

Furthermore, the increasing adoption of online learning platforms and research management software underscores
the importance of digital literacy in academia. Faculty members and scholars must not only be aware of available digital
tools but also develop the necessary skills to integrate them effectively into their teaching and research activities. This
study seeks to evaluate the level of awareness and extent of utilization of digital resources among faculty and research
scholars, highlighting potential barriers and suggesting measures for improvement. The findings will provide valuable
insights for policymakers, academic administrators, and educators in devising strategies to optimize the use of digital
resources in agricultural universities.

1.1. OBJECTIVES

e To assess the level of awareness regarding digital resources among faculty members and research scholars.
e To analyze the frequency and patterns of digital resource utilization.

e To identify the challenges faced in accessing and using digital tools.

e To evaluate the impact of digital resources on academic productivity and research outcomes.

e Torecommend strategies for enhancing the effective use of digital resources in agricultural universities.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

A review of existing literature on digital resource utilization in academic institutions highlights the increasing
reliance on technology for research and learning. Studies indicate that faculty members and research scholars benefit
from digital tools, yet challenges such as inadequate infrastructure and training persist.

Importance of Digital Resources in Higher Education

The availability of digital libraries, open-access journals, and academic databases has transformed higher education
by making information more accessible. Research by scholars indicates that digital tools enhance research productivity,
improve teaching methods, and facilitate collaborative work among faculty and students.

Challenges in Adoption

Disparities in digital resource adoption exist across institutions, largely influenced by factors such as funding,
institutional policies, and faculty training programs. Limited internet access, lack of awareness, and resistance to
technology adoption have been identified as key barriers to effective utilization of digital tools.

Impact on Research and Learning

Prior research emphasizes the importance of digital literacy initiatives to maximize the use of these resources.
Studies show that faculty members who receive proper digital training exhibit higher engagement with research
databases and online learning platforms, thereby improving academic performance.

Methodology

This study employs a mixed-methods approach combining quantitative surveys and qualitative interviews. The
target population includes faculty members and research scholars from selected agricultural universities.

Sample Size and Selection

A purposive sampling method was used to select 200 participants from multiple agricultural universities, ensuring
representation from different departments and disciplines. The sample included 100 faculty members and 100 research
scholars.

Data Collection

Structured questionnaires and in-depth interviews were used to gather data on awareness levels, frequency of
usage, challenges faced, and perceptions of digital resource effectiveness. SPSS software was used for statistical analysis,
including descriptive and inferential statistics. The results are represented using tables, bar graphs, and pie charts for
better understanding.
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3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Findings from the study are presented in tabular and graphical formats, providing a clear depiction of digital
resource awareness, usage patterns, challenges, and perceived impact. Statistical analysis using SPSS software was
conducted to interpret data trends and significant correlations.

Findings in Tabular Format

Table 1 Awareness of Digital Resources among Faculty and Research Scholars

Factor Faculty Awareness (%)

Digital Libraries
Open Access Journals
Research Databases
E-learning Platforms

85%
72%
65%
80%

Table 2 Frequency of Digital Resource Utilization

Usage Frequency
Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Rarely

Faculty (%)
40%
35%
15%
10%

Table 3 Challenges in Accessing Digital Resources

Challenge

Limited Internet Access
Lack of Training
Subscription Costs
Institutional Restrictions

4. RECOMMENDATIONS

1) Strengthening digital literacy programs for faculty and research scholars.

Faculty (%)
50%
40%
35%
25%

2) Improving internet accessibility and technological infrastructure.

3) Enhancing institutional support for digital resource utilization.

4) Encouraging collaboration and knowledge sharing on digital tools.

5) Developing policies for sustainable digital resource integration.

Research Scholar Awareness (%)

78%
68%
70%
75%

Research Scholars (%)

55%

30%

10%
5%

Research Scholars (%)

60%
45%
30%
20%

6) Organizing workshops and training sessions on effective digital resource utilization.

7) Allocating university funding to improve digital infrastructure and subscriptions to high-impact research

databases.

8) Implementing user-friendly platforms to facilitate easy access to digital resources.

5. CONCLUSION

Understanding the awareness and utilization of digital resources is critical for optimizing their benefits in
agricultural universities. This study highlights the significant role digital resources play in enhancing academic
productivity, knowledge dissemination, and research efficiency. While digital tools have the potential to transform
agricultural education, infrastructural limitations, digital literacy gaps, and financial constraints continue to hinder their
full adoption. By implementing strategic interventions such as improved funding, training programs, and policy reforms,
universities can create a more inclusive and technologically advanced academic environment. Future research should
focus on long-term assessments of digital resource impact, examining evolving technological trends and their integration

into the academic ecosystem.
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