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ABSTRACT 
Global climate change refers to the long-term shifts in weather patterns that affect 
different regions of the world. In contrast, "weather" describes the short-term variations 
in wind, temperature, and precipitation in a specific area. Agriculture is the sector most 
vulnerable to climate change within the Indian economy. Long-term climate shifts can 
impact agricultural productivity, growth rates, photosynthesis, transpiration, moisture 
availability, and both the quantity and quality of crops. According to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), India's temperatures are expected to 
rise by 3-5°C by the end of the twenty-first century, which could lead to a reduction of 3-
26% in net agricultural revenues. This poses a significant threat to global food security 
as it alters seasonal temperature patterns. A decline in agricultural output could result in 
increased prices and make food unaffordable for many. Without effective mitigation and 
adaptation strategies, agricultural revenues may drop by 12-40% in the coming years. 
This situation is particularly critical for an agrarian country like India, affecting 
livelihoods, economic development, and food and employment security. It is essential to 
identify and address the factors contributing to the rise in greenhouse gases and the 
degradation of soil and water resources. Urgent mitigation and adaptation measures are 
necessary to tackle the challenges posed by global climate change. Stakeholders must 
focus on how quickly Indian farmers can adjust their practices to cope with these changes 
and what policies or technological innovations could facilitate this adaptation. However, 
in a developing country like India, where many farmers lack financial resources and 
expertise, rapid adaptation may be challenging. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The term "climate change" refers to the ongoing alterations in weather patterns on a regional or global scale. It 

encompasses unusual fluctuations in the Earth's temperature and their effects on various regions. While these changes 
may take decades, centuries, or even millennia to unfold, human activities—such as urbanization, land use changes, 
industrialization, deforestation, and agriculture—are accelerating greenhouse gas emissions and the rate of climate 
change. Key aspects of climate change include rising temperatures, varying precipitation patterns, and increased levels 
of CO2 in the atmosphere. The impact of the greenhouse effect on agriculture can be understood in three ways: firstly, 
elevated CO2 levels can significantly influence the growth rates of both crops and weeds; secondly, changes in 
temperature, rainfall, and sunlight due to CO2 variations can affect the productivity of plants and animals; and lastly, sea 
level rise may lead to farmland loss due to flooding and increased salinity in coastal areas (Mahato, 2014). 

India achieved food grain self-sufficiency during the Green Revolution (I. P. Abrol, 2006), but this progress has come 
with numerous environmental challenges, including soil fertility depletion, flooding, contamination of water resources, 

https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh
https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh
https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh
https://doi.org/10.29121/granthaalayah.v9.i6.2021.3923
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/granthaalayah.v10.i3.2022.4503
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.2566
mailto:mangal.deo@pgdav.du.ac.in
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.2566
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.2566
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.2566&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2024-01-01
mailto:mangal.deo@pgdav.du.ac.in


Climate Changes and Agriculture Sector in India: Issue and Challenges 
 

ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts 2420 
 

and a rise in pests and diseases, as well as socio-economic issues like increased agricultural input costs and regional 
disparities (Jr, 2019). Climate change has further complicated these existing challenges, particularly regarding food 
security and agriculture in India. The country is notably vulnerable to the effects of climate change, with recent studies 
indicating rising temperatures, frequent heat waves, droughts, heightened cyclonic activity, and extreme precipitation 
events (Pritha Datta, 2022). Notably, the Indian summer monsoon, crucial for agriculture, has weakened in the latter half 
of the twentieth century, resulting in increased drought frequency and negatively impacting crop yields. Research 
indicates that climate change-related factors, such as warmer nights and decreased rainfall, lead to substantial yield 
losses, with near-term forecasts predicting declines of 4.5 to 9 percent and long-term projections suggesting a potential 
25 percent decrease without adaptation measures. 

Rising temperatures will also increase the demand for irrigation, placing further strain on already depleted 
groundwater resources. These changes pose serious threats to food security and disproportionately affect farmers, 
leading to not only crop losses and financial distress but also inflationary pressures. It is estimated that extreme weather 
events result in a yearly loss of about 0.25 percent of India's GDP due to agricultural losses (Pritha Datta, 2022). The 
financial burdens linked to climate-related challenges have increased farmers' debts, contributing to tragic outcomes 
such as suicide in some cases. For the first time since independence, the number of agricultural laborers in India has 
surpassed that of farmers due to a significant decline in cultivators. Despite its decreasing share of GDP and the dwindling 
farmer population, climate-sensitive agriculture remains a vital source of income for India. 

 
1.1. EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON FARMING PRODUCTION AND GROWTH 

Exposure to both high and low temperatures can stress plants, with different crop species reacting uniquely 
throughout their growth cycles. These responses are primarily phenological, relating to the various stages of plant 
development. Each species has specific temperature ranges within which it can grow optimally, with observable 
limitations at both extremes. For instance, chilling tolerance, or cold acclimation, can develop at lower temperatures, 
while short-term exposure to elevated temperatures can induce acquired thermo-tolerance at higher temperatures 
(Kotak, 2007). 

Extreme weather events can lead to temperature spikes exceeding 5 degrees Celsius above average, which may 
persist for several days, particularly affecting summer productivity. For example, apples are vulnerable to superficial 
scald when exposed to direct sunlight just before harvest, with temperatures potentially exceeding 40 °C. Similarly, 
excessive heat can cause sunburn in citrus fruits, soft-nosed mangoes, and sun-scald in grapes and papayas. Temperature 
fluctuations, coupled with moisture variability, can also lead to fruit cracking in crops like litchi and pomegranate. 

Some theories suggest that higher temperatures may reduce net carbon gain by promoting plant respiration over 
photosynthesis. For instance, the optimal temperature range for light-saturated photosynthesis in C3 crops, such as 
wheat and rice, is between 20–32 °C, while crop respiration increases sharply in the 15–40 °C range and then declines 
rapidly (J. R. Porter, 2005). Elevated temperatures can impair photosynthetic capacity due to the heat sensitivity of the 
Rubisco enzyme and limitations in chloroplast electron transport (R. F. Sage, 2008). Additionally, higher temperatures 
often lead to stomatal closure, which further reduces photosynthesis by limiting CO2 absorption, as warmer air increases 
evaporative demand. 

As global temperatures are expected to rise, crop development rates may accelerate, but grain production often 
suffers more than total biomass. While increased CO2 may enhance carbon absorption, these benefits are likely to be 
overshadowed by challenges posed by other climatic changes, including more frequent droughts and intense 
precipitation events (R. F. Sage, 2008). Warmer temperatures can notably reduce wheat yields by affecting flowering and 
grain maturity timing. Furthermore, high temperatures can decrease seed set in various crops, especially during critical 
growth stages like blooming. Heat waves, characterized by extended periods of abnormally high temperatures, can 
disrupt fruit pollination and contribute to sunburn. The sensitivity of crops to temperature fluctuations underscores the 
significant challenges climate change presents to agricultural production (N. P. Singh, 2018). 

The agricultural sector is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of storms, freezes, floods, droughts, and other 
climatic fluctuations. Unpredictable weather patterns create stress for both crops and livestock, potentially hindering 
their ability to adapt to changing environments. Interestingly, wealthy nations are projected to be more affected by 
climate change, with impacts estimated at 8–11%, compared to developing countries (Shivani Kumari S. G., 2020). The 
erratic climate influences all economic sectors, with anomalous rainfall patterns increasing the frequency and severity 
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of floods. Rising temperatures could lead to higher mean sea levels, significantly affecting large populations in coastal 
and peninsular regions, with projections indicating a potential 15% to 40% increase in rainfall and a rise in annual mean 
temperatures of 3° to 6°C. 

Climate change poses threats to food security across four key dimensions: availability, accessibility, utilization, and 
system stability (Shivani Kumari S. G., 2020). Data suggest that substantial climate changes will severely impact the yields 
of staple crops like wheat and rice, potentially threatening the food security of over one billion people in India by 2060 
(Bushra Praveen, 2020). For instance, a temperature increase of 40°C in Tamil Nadu has been linked to a 41% drop in 
rice yields (Velliangiri Geethalakshmi, 2011). Projections for 1980–2049 indicate that temperatures rising to 50°C in 
Kerala could lead to consistent declines in rice production, with a 6% decrease for each additional degree (S. A. 
Saseendran, 2000). In Punjab, the average minimum temperature has increased by 1.0°C to 3.0°C, resulting in a 3% and 
10% reduction in rice and wheat productivity, respectively (Prabhjyot Kaur, 2011). 

At temperatures around 25°C, delays in the grain-filling stage of wheat can occur, with a subsequent 1°C increase 
shortening this period by about 5% and reducing the reproductive phase by 6%, which in turn impacts grain yield and 
harvest index. It has been suggested that a 4°C temperature rise would severely affect food grain production, particularly 
wheat, with projected yield reductions of 28% for rice and 68% for wheat. Conversely, a doubling of atmospheric CO2 
levels, along with a similar temperature rise, could result in a 20% increase in rice yields but a 31% decrease in wheat 
productivity (M. R. Karim, 2010). 

Climate change may also negatively impact the production of rice, sorghum, and maize in the Western Ghats, as well 
as wheat, mustard, and corn in northeastern and coastal regions of India. While higher maximum temperatures may 
enhance the productivity of wheat and arhar, crops like gram and ragi are adversely affected. In Karnataka, severe rainfall 
and temperature fluctuations have negatively impacted the yields of jowar, affecting the income and food security of 
farming households. Empirical evidence suggests that increases in maximum temperatures significantly harm the 
production of non-food commercial crops like sugarcane, cotton, and sesame. Additionally, variations in minimum 
temperatures adversely affect linseed production, while rainfall deviations negatively impact sugarcane yields. 

Climate change poses a significant threat to India's agricultural productivity, particularly affecting major cash crops. 
The impacts are already evident in regions like Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand, where sugarcane yields have declined 
considerably due to changing climate patterns. Research indicates concerning projections - even a modest rise of 0.5°C 
in winter temperatures could lead to a reduction in wheat productivity by 0.45 tons per hectare in India. 

Given that rice and wheat constitute India's primary food grain production, any yield fluctuations in these crops 
could severely impact the nation's food security. According to projections, climate change could reduce agricultural 
output by 4.5-9% by 2039, with potential decreases of 25% or greater by the end of the century. This presents a critical 
challenge for India, where over a quarter of the population remains below the poverty line. 

To ensure food security for its growing population, India needs to increase its food production by approximately 5 
million metric tons each year. Addressing climate change's agricultural impacts requires comprehensive strategies 
focusing on: 
• Sustainable management of biodiversity 
• Soil conservation 
• Water resource optimization 

The situation demands a multi-tiered response, incorporating measures at: 
• International level 
• Regional scale 
• National framework 
• Local community initiatives 

This coordinated approach is essential to protect India's agricultural sector and maintain food production 
sustainability in the face of climate challenges. 
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2. IMPACT ON LIVESTOCK 

Climate change significantly affects animal health and production through both direct and indirect pathways. Direct 
impacts include the effects of temperature fluctuations, changing precipitation patterns, and extreme weather events 
like floods and droughts. Indirect consequences manifest through changes in water availability, fodder quality, and 
shifting patterns of diseases and pests. 

Rising temperatures create more favorable conditions for certain pathogens and parasites, elevating livestock 
disease risks. Changes in vegetation patterns can alter forage nutritional content, affecting animals' growth, 
reproduction, and overall wellbeing. Heat stress emerges as a particularly serious concern, especially in warming 
regions, as it can: 
• Reduce milk production 
• Decrease feed consumption 
• Impair reproductive capabilities 
• Weaken disease resistance 

The effects extend to fundamental biological processes, impacting liver function, metabolism (glucose, protein, and 
lipid), and endocrine system regulation. To combat these challenges, several key strategies are necessary: 
• Developing new vaccines and treatments for both existing and emerging diseases 
• Designing climate-adapted animal shelters that prioritize comfort and behavioral needs 
• Conserving and enhancing local livestock genetic diversity 

Impact on Fisheries: Climate change disrupts marine ecosystems through multiple mechanisms, including: 
• Changes in water temperature and pH levels 
• Modified storm and rainfall patterns 
• Rising sea levels 
• Altered ocean circulation 

These changes trigger shifts in marine species distribution, affect productivity levels, cause coral bleaching, and 
increase aquatic disease prevalence. Evidence shows that both Arctic and tropical fish species are migrating to new 
habitats as waters warm, indicating ongoing poleward movement patterns. 

The success of tropical fish species colonizing temperate waters depends on several factors: 
• Body size 
• Swimming capability 
• Settlement size 
• Spawning behavior 

A growing concern is the spread of oxygen-depleted zones, particularly affecting tropical and temperate coastal 
ecosystems. To address these challenges, adaptation strategies focus on: 
• Restoration of marine vegetation 
• Ecosystem engineering 
• Protection of fish nurseries 
• Conservation of coastal ecosystems 

Notably, coastal wetlands play a crucial role in greenhouse gas management, with various types of seagrasses 
(temperate, subtropical, and boreal) demonstrating significant capacity for atmospheric CO2 absorption. 

 
3. AGRICULTURE'S ADAPTATION AND MITIGATION STRATEGIES FOR CLIMATE CHANGE 

Adaptation to climate change is commonly defined as the modifications made to ecological, social, or economic 
systems in response to actual or anticipated climatic changes and their impacts, aimed at minimizing negative effects or 
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seizing new opportunities. This process involves not only enhancing the capacity of individuals, groups, or organizations 
to adjust but also implementing these adaptive measures effectively. Adaptation strategies can be proactive or reactive, 
encompassing a continuous flow of behaviors, choices, and attitudes that reflect societal norms and practices. 

Adaptation options can be categorized based on their purpose and application methods. In agriculture, these 
strategies are typically viewed as incremental, systemic, and transformational (Pritha Datta, 2022). To improve crop 
resilience to shifting climate conditions, several approaches are essential, including conventional practices, innovative 
techniques, cultural methods, and genetically engineered solutions (Shivani Kumari S. G., 2020). It is crucial to develop 
climate adaptation and mitigation strategies at least on a regional level, if not globally. A climate-resilient economy 
should be founded on three core principles: diversification, mitigation, and adaptation. This approach would necessitate 
increased investments in several areas: i) safeguarding the livelihoods and food security of vulnerable communities; ii) 
conserving water; iii) optimizing rainfall capture; iv) preserving soil health; v) desalinating water for better utilization; 
and vi) implementing smart irrigation systems. 

Innovation and proactive adaptation are vital for enhancing readiness for unforeseen future challenges. Technical 
adaptations such as agroforestry can play a significant role by increasing soil biomass, restoring degraded lands, 
rehabilitating rangelands, managing water resources, planting trees, developing adaptable crop varieties, and protecting 
aquatic ecosystems for sustainable long-term production. Other effective methods include crop rotation, diversifying 
crops and species, integrating crop-livestock systems, and investing in agroforestry. 

Furthermore, establishing risk transfer mechanisms and disaster risk management strategies—like crop insurance 
and diverse livelihood options—are essential elements of adaptation efforts (Bandi Venkateswarlu, 2009). Ultimately, 
adaptation-led mitigation is crucial for preparing communities, regions, countries, and societies to face the consequences 
of climate change (Ch. Srinivasa Rao, 2019). 

 
Source; ICAR Policy Paper 
 India's agricultural industry is benefiting from both mitigation and adaptation policies related to climate change. 
  
 Important tactics that the agriculture industry needs to adapt to the climate change. 
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Adaptation (Figure 1 and figure 2) The success of climate adaptation initiatives heavily depends on local 
engagement, particularly through village institutions and community-driven programs. There's a pressing need to 
integrate multi-ministry programs at the village and mandal levels to effectively implement climate adaptation strategies 
alongside improved agricultural practices. 

Climate change mitigation and adaptation rest on two fundamental pillars. The first involves innovative technologies 
for crop production and management, while the second focuses on strong political commitment and informed public 
policy. Addressing direct impacts of global warming on grain harvests requires a comprehensive approach combining 
traditional breeding methods with advanced biotechnology, including genome analysis, bioinformatics, and marker-
assisted selection to combat challenges like reduced crop duration, embryo abortion, and altered grain characteristics. 

To counter indirect effects such as water scarcity, increased pest prevalence, and declining soil organic carbon, 
emphasis must be placed on water conservation, integrated pest management, and conservation farming techniques. 
Crop-based technological solutions should focus on developing varieties adapted to new growing seasons, creating crops 
with flexible durations, and breeding strains resistant to high temperatures, drought, and submersion. Special attention 
must be given to developing varieties that can thrive in elevated CO2 conditions and withstand coastal salinity. 

Resource conservation technologies play a crucial role, particularly in moisture conservation and rainfall 
management. Modern approaches incorporate GIS and remote sensing for resource characterization, integrated 
watershed development, and comprehensive rainwater harvesting systems. Contingency crop planning helps minimize 
production losses during extreme weather events. 

While technological advancement is crucial, policy interventions are equally important for effective climate change 
adaptation. A comprehensive policy framework should include social sector redesign, innovative credit instruments, and 
weather insurance implementation. Additional focus areas include prioritizing adaptation in key sectors, integrating 
sustainability into national development policies, and ensuring access to financial and communication services during 
disasters. 

Specific policy initiatives should encompass scientific pricing for natural resources, financial incentives for 
improved land management, and the establishment of dedicated research funds for adaptation and mitigation studies. 
This comprehensive approach, combining technological innovation with strong policy support, creates a robust 
framework for addressing climate change challenges in agriculture while ensuring sustainable food production for future 
generations. 

Addressing climate challenges in agriculture requires a multi-faceted approach, beginning with providing farmers 
access to enhanced weather services. This information enables farmers to make informed decisions about crop rotation 
patterns, optimal planting times, and selection of appropriate crop varieties based on growth duration. A comprehensive 
monitoring system for weather patterns and disease outbreaks is essential, incorporating early warning mechanisms to 
help farmers prepare for and respond to emerging threats. Integrated pest management serves as a fundamental 
component of this system, offering solutions for managing multiple pest challenges within specific climatic conditions. 

The development of climate-resilient agriculture emphasizes two key breeding approaches: participatory and 
formal plant breeding programs. These initiatives focus on developing crop varieties that can withstand environmental 
stresses such as high temperatures, soil salinity, and drought conditions. A particular emphasis is placed on breeding 
varieties with shortened maturation cycles, allowing crops to complete their growth cycle before extreme heat periods. 
Additionally, these programs work to develop genotypes capable of higher daily yields to compensate for shortened 
growing seasons caused by heat stress. 

Building agricultural resilience at the community level involves establishing local food storage systems, forage 
reserves, and seed banks. Financial support through credit programs plays a crucial role in encouraging farmers to adopt 
new technologies and implement resource-efficient farming practices. 

Effective nutrient management represents another critical aspect of climate-smart agriculture. This includes 
optimizing fertilizer application through precise dosing, split applications of nitrogen and potassium fertilizers, and 
implementing deep placement techniques. The use of natural nitrification inhibitors derived from neem and Karanja, 
along with soil amendments such as lime for acid soils, helps improve nutrient use efficiency. Micronutrient 
management, particularly the application of boron and zinc, and the use of sulphur in oilseed crops, combined with 
integrated nutrient management practices, ensures optimal crop nutrition while minimizing environmental impact. 
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3.1. THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT INITIATED  VARIOUS COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMS - 

The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), launched in 2016, provides crucial financial support to farmers 
experiencing crop losses due to unexpected environmental disasters.  

• Complementing this, the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) focuses on expanding irrigation 
infrastructure to ensure protected water access for all farmers. 

• The National Seed Corporation (NSC), established in 1963, plays a vital role in seed multiplication and testing, 
ensuring crop varieties are adapted to changing climate conditions through rigorous evaluation of heat and 
drought tolerance.  

• Agricultural modernization is promoted through the Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization (SMAM), which 
specifically targets small and marginal farmers to improve their technological capabilities. 

• To address emerging pest challenges due to climate change, the Sub-Mission on Plant Protection and Plant 
Quarantine (SMPPQ) works to minimize crop losses from various biological threats, including weeds, diseases, 
and pests.  

• The Central Research Institute of Dry Land Agriculture (CRIDA) has developed District Agricultural Contingency 
Plans to provide localized technological solutions for weather-related challenges. 

• The National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA), launched in 2008 as part of the National Action Plan on 
Climate Change, develops and implements strategies to enhance agricultural resilience. Working alongside this, 
the Climate Change and Sustainable Agriculture Monitoring, Modeling, and Networking (CCSAMMN) initiative 
facilitates knowledge exchange between farmers and research institutions, promoting climate-smart agricultural 
practices. 

• Food security concerns are addressed through the National Food Security Mission (NFSM), which aims to boost 
production and ensure universal food access, particularly during periods of scarcity.  

• The National Mission on Climate Change Strategic Knowledge supports corporate sector innovation in developing 
advanced solutions for both mitigation and adaptation strategies, creating a comprehensive framework for 
addressing climate challenges in agriculture. 

• These interconnected initiatives demonstrate India's multi-faceted approach to building a climate-resilient 
agricultural sector, combining traditional knowledge with modern technology and sustainable practices to protect 
farmer livelihoods and ensure food security. 

 
4. CONCLUSION  

The global impact of climate change, driven by warming temperatures, has become increasingly evident worldwide, 
with particularly significant implications for agricultural systems. Agriculture's inherent sensitivity to climate makes it 
especially vulnerable to environmental shifts. Rising seasonal temperatures can compress growing periods for various 
crops, potentially leading to reduced agricultural output. 

Agricultural productivity faces multiple challenges from climate variability, including altered precipitation patterns 
and temperature fluctuations. These changes create favorable conditions for pest infestations and disease outbreaks, 
threatening crop yields and ultimately compromising national food security. The magnitude of impact on food security 
systems depends largely on two factors: the degree of global exposure to environmental changes and communities' 
adaptive capacity to manage these challenges. 

Effective resource management, encompassing biodiversity conservation, soil health maintenance, and water 
conservation, plays a crucial role in mitigating climate change's agricultural impacts. Addressing these challenges 
requires coordinated action across multiple scales - from international cooperation to local initiatives. In India's context, 
successful implementation of climate adaptation strategies necessitates the integration of various ministerial programs 
at village and district levels to maximize the benefits of state and national climate adaptation initiatives. 

Sustaining agriculture in an era of climate change demands the adoption of climate-resilient agricultural 
technologies. These technologies should focus on enhancing crop production, improving productivity, and maintaining 
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quality through systematic management of both natural and human-made resources. This comprehensive approach, 
combining technological innovation with resource conservation, provides a framework for building resilient agricultural 
systems capable of withstanding climate challenges while ensuring continued food production for future generations.  
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