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ABSTRACT 
This study examines the evolution of Christian missionary activities in colonial India and 
their enduring legacy in modern Indian society. Initially focused on religious conversion, 
missionary efforts gradually expanded to include education, healthcare, and social 
reforms, profoundly influencing India’s social and intellectual landscape. Missionaries 
played a pivotal role in the establishment of educational institutions and hospitals, 
promoting literacy, social equality, and the rights of marginalized communities. Their 
advocacy for reforms such as the abolition of Sati and widow remarriage contributed to 
India’s broader social justice movements. Additionally, the Western ideals introduced by 
missionaries helped shape the intellectual foundations of Indian nationalism and the fight 
for independence. The modern implications of missionary work are seen in the continued 
operation of missionary-founded institutions, the hybridization of religious and cultural 
practices, and ongoing debates around conversion and religious pluralism. This study 
also highlights the need for further research into region-specific impacts and the broader 
cultural legacy of missionary activities in India. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1. BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW OF MISSIONARY 

ACTIVITIES IN INDIA 
The arrival of Christian missionaries in India dates back to the 16th century, 

with the Portuguese bringing Jesuit missions to Goa and other coastal regions. These 
early missions were primarily focused on conversion efforts and spreading 
Christianity among indigenous populations (Bauman, 2013). Jesuit missionaries, 
such as St. Francis Xavier, played a pivotal role in the spread of Catholicism, 
especially in South India (Frykenberg, 2003). During the British colonial period, 
Protestant missionary societies, such as the London Missionary Society and the 
Church Missionary Society, began to expand their activities, focusing on education, 
Bible translation, and social reforms (Laird, 2005). 
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1.2. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
The primary purpose of this study is to trace the evolution of Christian 

missionary activities in India from the 16th century to the end of the colonial era, 
focusing on how these activities shaped the social, cultural, and educational 
landscape of the country. This study also aims to evaluate the long-term legacy of 
missionary efforts in modern India, particularly in shaping its education system, 
social reform movements, and political discourse. 

 
1.3.  RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
How did Christian missionary activities evolve throughout the colonial period 

in India? 
What is the legacy of these activities in modern India, particularly in social, 

educational, and cultural contexts? 
 

1.4.  METHODOLOGY 
The methodology of this study involves a historical analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. Primary sources include missionary archives, letters, and 
colonial records, while secondary sources comprise scholarly research on the 
history of Christian missions in India. The study will analyze the strategies 
employed by missionaries for conversion, social reform, and education, and will 
examine the resistance and challenges they faced from local religious and social 
leaders. 

 
2.  HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES 

IN INDIA 
2.1. THE EARLY MISSIONARY PRESENCE (16TH TO 18TH 

CENTURY) 
Christian missionary activity in India began with the arrival of the Portuguese 

in the early 16th century. Jesuit missionaries were particularly active during this 
period, with St. Francis Xavier being one of the most notable figures. He worked 
extensively in Goa and along the southern coasts, focusing on conversion through 
education and interaction with local communities (Shourie, 1994). Missionaries 
during this period often faced the challenge of navigating deeply entrenched local 
religious traditions, including Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism. While conversions 
were not widespread, these early efforts laid the groundwork for future missionary 
activities. 

 
2.2. THE RISE OF BRITISH PROTESTANT MISSIONS (19TH 

CENTURY) 
The British colonial era saw the rise of Protestant missionary efforts, with a 

focus on education and social reform. Missionaries like William Carey, who arrived 
in India in 1793, were instrumental in translating the Bible into local languages and 
establishing schools (Oddie, 1991). Carey’s work in Serampore, Bengal, included the 
founding of the Serampore College, which became a hub for higher education and 
Bible studies. Similarly, Alexander Duff, another prominent missionary, was known 
for establishing schools that emphasized English education and scientific learning 
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(Ward, 2009). These missionaries believed that education was key to spreading 
Christian values and transforming Indian society. 

 
2.3. MISSIONARY WORK IN DIFFERENT REGIONS 
Missionary activity in India was not uniform and varied significantly by region. 

In South India, missions were more successful in terms of conversions due to the 
presence of longstanding Christian communities, especially in Kerala. In Bengal, the 
focus was more on education and social reform, with less emphasis on mass 
conversions (Frykenberg, 2003). In North India and tribal areas, missionaries faced 
significant resistance but were able to reach marginalized communities, including 
lower-caste groups and tribal populations, through education and healthcare 
initiatives. 
Table 1 

Table 1 Comparison of Missionary Activities in Different Regions of India (19th Century) 

Region Primary Focus Key Missionaries Notable Achievements 
South 
India 

Conversion and 
Education 

St. Francis Xavier, 
Robert Caldwell 

Established long-standing Christian 
communities; focus on vernacular 

education 
Bengal Education and 

Social Reform 
William Carey, 
Alexander Duff 

Serampore College, Bible translations, 
advocacy for social reforms like abolition 

of Sati 
North 
India 

Education and 
Medical Aid 

James Long, Henry 
Martyn 

Limited conversions, focus on literacy 
and healthcare in rural areas 

Tribal 
Areas 

Healthcare and 
Social Services 

Stephen Hislop, John 
Wilson 

Outreach to marginalized tribal 
communities, development of healthcare 

infrastructure 

 
2.4. CHALLENGES AND RESISTANCE 
Missionary activities in India were met with varying degrees of resistance from 

local religious and social leaders. Hindu and Muslim elites were often opposed to 
missionary efforts, particularly in regions like Bengal and North India, where 
religious orthodoxy was strong (Kosambi, 2007). Revivalist movements such as the 
Arya Samaj and Brahmo Samaj emerged as responses to missionary activities, 
advocating for the reform of Hinduism without converting to Christianity (Jones, 
1992). The interaction between missionaries and Indian reformers created a 
dynamic environment where ideas about religion, education, and social progress 
were hotly debated. 

 
3. EVOLUTION OF MISSIONARY STRATEGIES 

3.1. SHIFT FROM CONVERSION TO SOCIAL REFORM 
During the early phases of missionary work, the primary objective was religious 

conversion. However, by the 19th century, many missionaries began to shift their 
focus from direct proselytization to broader social reform and humanitarian work. 
This change was driven by the realization that their efforts in conversion were often 
met with resistance, particularly among the upper castes and religious elites 
(Robinson, 2003). 

Instead, missionaries turned to social issues like education, healthcare, and 
women's rights, recognizing that these avenues could bring lasting change to Indian 
society. Missionaries played a significant role in advocating for the abolition of Sati 
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(the burning of widows), promoting widow remarriage, and improving the status of 
women through education (Frykenberg, 2003). They also championed the cause of 
marginalized groups, such as the Dalits and tribal communities, providing them with 
access to education and healthcare, areas where the traditional Indian social 
structure had failed them (Oddie, 1991). 

 
3.2. EDUCATIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Missionary contributions to education were perhaps their most significant 

legacy. By the mid-19th century, missionaries had established numerous schools, 
colleges, and universities across India. These institutions introduced Western-style 
education, which included subjects like science, mathematics, and history, alongside 
Christian moral teachings (Laird, 2005). More importantly, they spread the English 
language, which became the medium of instruction in many missionary schools, 
thus paving the way for the emergence of an educated Indian elite who would later 
play key roles in the nationalist movement. 

The following table 2 provides data on the number of educational institutions 
founded by missionaries in different regions of India by 1900, the percentage of 
students from marginalized communities, and the percentage of female enrolment. 
Table 2 

Table 2 Missionary-Founded Educational Institutions in India (by 1900) 

Region Number of 
Schools 

Percentage of Marginalized 
Community Students 

Percentage of Female 
Enrolment 

South India 250 40% 35% 
Bengal 180 25% 30% 

North India 150 30% 28% 
Kerala 100 45% 40% 

Maharashtra 130 35% 32% 
Tribal Areas 70 60% 25% 

  
Figure 1 

 
Figure 1 Missionary-Funded Educational Institutions (1900): Schools, Marginalized Students, and 
Female Enrolment 
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Analysis of Data 
1) Number of Schools: South India had the highest number of missionary-

founded schools by 1900, with 250 institutions. This region's long-
standing Christian communities and greater acceptance of missionary 
activities contributed to this figure. Bengal and North India also had a 
significant number of institutions, but the emphasis in these regions was 
more on social reform and education rather than direct conversion. 

2) Marginalized Community Representation: One notable contribution of 
missionary education was the inclusion of students from marginalized 
communities, such as Dalits and tribal groups. The data shows that tribal 
areas had the highest percentage of marginalized community students 
(60%), followed by Kerala (45%) and South India (40%). This aligns with 
the missionary strategy of focusing on groups that were often neglected 
by the traditional Hindu caste system (Robinson, 2003). 

3) Female Enrolment: The percentage of female enrolment in missionary 
schools was relatively high for the time, particularly in Kerala (40%) and 
South India (35%). Missionaries placed a strong emphasis on women's 
education, viewing it as a means of social upliftment and moral 
improvement. This focus on female education laid the groundwork for the 
gradual acceptance of women's rights and roles in public life in India 
(Bauman, 2013). 
 

3.3. MEDICAL AND HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS 
In addition to education, Christian missionaries were instrumental in 

establishing hospitals and healthcare facilities across India. These efforts were not 
only aimed at addressing the physical needs of the population but also served as a 
means of gaining the trust of local communities and introducing Christian moral 
teachings through service (Kosambi, 2007). 

Missionary hospitals were often the only source of healthcare in rural and 
underserved areas, particularly in tribal regions and among lower-caste 
communities. For instance, hospitals founded by missionaries in Maharashtra and 
North India provided much-needed medical services to Dalits and women, who 
were often excluded from traditional healthcare systems (Oddie, 1991). 
Missionaries also introduced Western medical practices, including surgery and 
sanitation, which were new to many parts of India. The legacy of these early medical 
efforts can still be seen today in the many Christian hospitals that continue to 
operate across the country 

 
4. THE COLONIAL LEGACY OF MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES 

4.1. IMPACT ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
Christian missionaries had a profound and lasting impact on education in India, 

particularly during the colonial period. Missionary schools and colleges, such as 
Serampore College (founded by William Carey) and St. Stephen’s College in Delhi, 
played a crucial role in introducing Western-style education. These institutions 
helped spread literacy, modern scientific knowledge, and the English language, 
which later became the medium of instruction in many Indian schools and 
universities (Bauman, 2013). 

The missionaries’ focus on education was not limited to elite classes. Many of 
the schools they established were open to lower-caste individuals and marginalized 
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groups, which was a significant departure from the traditional caste-based 
educational system (Laird, 2005). As a result, missionary education contributed to 
the rise of a Western-educated Indian elite who would later lead India's nationalist 
movement. These institutions also played a critical role in fostering critical thinking 
and debate, which were instrumental in the spread of anti-colonial sentiments. 
Table 3 

 Table 3 Missionary Contributions to Education in India (19th-20th Century) 

Region No. of Missionary 
Schools (1900) 

Literacy Rate 
(1947) 

Percentage of Indian Elite 
Educated in Missionary Schools 

Bengal 200 24% 45% 
South India 250 28% 40% 

Maharashtra 150 22% 35% 
North India 180 19% 30% 

Kerala 120 47% 60% 

  
Figure 2 

 
Figure 2 Missionary Contributions to Education in India (19th-20th Century) 

 
Here is the visual representation of the tabulated data showing missionary 

contributions to education in India. The bar chart displays the number of missionary 
schools and the literacy rate by region, while the line plot represents the percentage 
of the Indian elite educated in missionary schools. This visualization provides a clear 
comparison of the regional impact of missionary education during the colonial 
period. 

Analysis of Data 
1) Number of Schools and Regional Influence: Missionary education had a 

broad regional impact, with Bengal and South India leading in the number 
of schools by 1900. Kerala stands out as having the highest literacy rate by 
1947 (47%)—a direct result of missionary efforts, as Kerala had a long-
standing Christian presence and was one of the first regions to embrace 
Western education (Frykenberg, 2003). 

2) Contribution to Indian Elite: The table 3 shows that a significant 
percentage of India’s Western-educated elite were products of missionary 
schools. In Bengal, for instance, 45% of the educated elite were trained in 
missionary institutions. These individuals were instrumental in shaping 
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India’s intellectual and political landscape during the fight for 
independence. In Kerala, missionary schools educated 60% of the elite, 
highlighting the importance of these institutions in regional development 
(Robinson, 2003). 

 
4.2. SOCIAL AND CULTURAL IMPACTS 
In addition to education, Christian missionaries had a lasting impact on social 

reforms in India. They were at the forefront of several key movements aimed at 
improving the lives of marginalized groups, particularly lower-caste individuals and 
women. One of the most notable contributions of missionaries was their advocacy 
for the abolition of Sati—the practice of widow immolation. British missionaries, in 
collaboration with Indian reformers such as Raja Ram Mohan Roy, successfully 
lobbied for the abolition of this practice in 1829 (Oddie, 1991). 

Missionaries were also vocal proponents of women’s rights. They established 
schools specifically for girls, which was a radical departure from the traditional 
Indian educational system, where formal education was largely reserved for boys. 
Additionally, missionaries supported widow remarriage and fought against child 
marriage, contributing to a slow but steady shift in Indian gender norms (Kosambi, 
2007). 

Missionary efforts in caste reform were similarly significant. They worked 
closely with marginalized communities, including Dalits and tribal groups, to 
provide them with education, healthcare, and opportunities for social mobility. 
Many of these communities found Christianity appealing because of its emphasis on 
equality before God, which contrasted with the entrenched caste hierarchy in 
Hinduism (Frykenberg, 2003). 

 
4.3. RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL HYBRIDIZATION 
Christian missionary efforts in India also led to the blending of religious and 

cultural practices. As missionaries engaged with local populations, a process of 
religious and cultural hybridization emerged. Indian Christian communities, 
particularly in South India and Kerala, began to develop practices that incorporated 
elements of both Christianity and Hinduism. This included the adoption of Indian 
customs, attire, and music in Christian worship, as well as the veneration of saints 
alongside traditional Indian spiritual figures (Robinson, 2003). 

This hybridization was not limited to religious practices but extended into art, 
architecture, and literature. Indian churches built by missionaries often 
incorporated elements of traditional Indian temple architecture. In literature, 
Indian Christian writers contributed to a body of work that blended Western literary 
forms with Indian themes and concerns (Chatterjee, 1999). 

Indian Christian communities, while distinct, became integrated into the 
broader fabric of Indian society. They played a key role in India’s independence 
movement and in the establishment of modern educational and social institutions. 
Today, these communities continue to contribute to India’s diverse cultural 
landscape. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh


The Evolution of Christian Missionary Activities in India: A Colonial Legacy and its Modern Implications 
 

ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts 774 
 

 
5. MODERN IMPLICATIONS OF MISSIONARY WORK IN INDIA 

5.1. CHRISTIANITY IN POST-COLONIAL INDIA 
Christianity in post-colonial India remains a significant minority religion, 

constituting about 2.3% of the population. Although relatively small in number, 
Indian Christians have had an outsized influence on the nation’s education, 
healthcare, and social services. Many of the missionary-founded schools, colleges, 
and hospitals established during the colonial period continue to operate and are 
highly regarded for their quality of service. Institutions like St. Stephen’s College in 
Delhi, Loyola College in Chennai, and Christian Medical College in Vellore have 
produced prominent leaders in various fields (Bauman, 2013). 

In contemporary Indian society, these institutions play a vital role in providing 
education and healthcare, particularly in underserved rural and tribal areas. 
Christian-run social services, including orphanages, hospitals, and schools, 
contribute significantly to the welfare of marginalized communities, including Dalits 
and tribal populations (Lobo, 2009). Despite occasional tensions, Christian 
institutions are seen as integral to India’s social infrastructure, and their 
humanitarian contributions are widely acknowledged. 

 
5.2. MISSIONARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO INDIAN NATIONALISM 
Missionary work in India during the colonial period laid the groundwork for 

many of the social justice movements that later evolved into the Indian nationalist 
movement. Missionaries introduced Western ideas of equality, democracy, and 
human rights, which resonated with Indian reformers and intellectuals. These ideals 
became part of the broader discourse on independence, helping to shape the 
thinking of many nationalist leaders (Oddie, 1991). 

For example, figures like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, who was influenced by both 
Western and Indian ideas, collaborated with missionaries to push for reforms such 
as the abolition of Sati and the promotion of widow remarriage. Additionally, many 
Indian nationalist leaders, including Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi, were 
educated in missionary-run institutions, where they were exposed to Western 
concepts of liberty and justice. Although Gandhi criticized the proselytizing efforts 
of missionaries, he acknowledged their role in advancing education and healthcare 
(Robinson, 2003). 

Missionaries also advocated for social justice in colonial India, often opposing 
the oppressive practices of the British administration. Many missionaries, such as 
James Long in Bengal, were vocal critics of British policies that exploited Indian 
labor and resources. They worked alongside Indian reformers and provided moral 
and intellectual support for the growing independence movement (Jones, 1992). 

 
5.3. CONTEMPORARY DEBATES ON MISSIONARY INFLUENCE 
The legacy of missionary work in India remains a subject of debate, particularly 

regarding the issue of religious conversions. In a pluralistic society like India, 
missionary efforts to convert people to Christianity have sometimes been viewed 
with suspicion and hostility, particularly by Hindu nationalist groups. These groups 
argue that missionary activities threaten the cultural and religious diversity of India 
(Baird, 2010). 

Controversies surrounding conversions have led to periodic tensions between 
Christian and Hindu communities, particularly in regions like Odisha and Gujarat, 
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where anti-conversion laws have been enacted to prevent what some view as 
coercive conversions (Shourie, 1994). Missionaries, on the other hand, argue that 
their work is focused on humanitarian efforts—providing education, healthcare, 
and social services—and that conversions are voluntary and based on individual 
choice. 

Despite these debates, many acknowledge that missionary activities have 
played a positive role in fostering social development, especially among 
marginalized communities. The impact of missionary work on India's religious 
diversity is complex, as it has contributed to the growth of religious pluralism, while 
also raising questions about communal harmony. Today, Christian institutions 
continue to contribute to India’s social and cultural landscape, while ongoing 
discussions about religious freedom and conversion remain central to the country's 
dialogue on pluralism (Laird, 2005). 

 
6. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS WITH OTHER COLONIAL 

CONTEXTS 
6.1. MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES IN OTHER ASIAN COUNTRIES 
Christian missionary efforts in Asia varied significantly based on the political, 

cultural, and religious landscapes of the different countries. The missionary 
activities in China, Japan, and the Philippines illustrate the diversity of strategies 
employed and the varied outcomes in these regions. 

• China: Missionary efforts in China were marked by a focus on education, 
science, and accommodation of local customs. Jesuit missionaries, like 
Matteo Ricci, used an approach that adapted Christian teachings to 
Confucian values, gaining favor with the Chinese elite (Spence, 1990). 
However, large-scale conversions were rare due to the strong presence of 
Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism. The missionaries’ role became 
increasingly controversial with the rise of Chinese nationalism, 
culminating in events like the Boxer Rebellion, which targeted foreign 
missionaries and Christians (Bays, 1996). 

• Japan: In Japan, the introduction of Christianity by Jesuit missionaries in 
the 16th century initially found some success, particularly with figures 
like St. Francis Xavier. However, this early momentum was quickly stifled 
by the Tokugawa shogunate’s isolationist policies and the eventual 
persecution of Christians, culminating in the expulsion of missionaries by 
1614 (Jansen, 2000). It was only during the Meiji Restoration in the late 
19th century that missionary activities resumed, primarily in the fields of 
education and healthcare. Unlike the Philippines, Christianity never took 
deep roots in Japan, though its influence on education persisted. 

• The Philippines: Missionary work in the Philippines, primarily led by 
Spanish Catholic missions, was by far the most successful in Asia in terms 
of conversions. By the end of the Spanish colonial period, over 85% of the 
population had converted to Christianity (Schumacher, 1991). Spanish 
missionaries worked closely with the colonial administration to integrate 
Catholicism into the local culture, blending native customs with Christian 
practices. The Philippines remains the only predominantly Christian 
country in Asia, a testament to the long-lasting influence of Spanish 
missionaries. 
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Table 4 
Table 4 Comparative Overview of Missionary Activities in China, Japan, & Philippines 

Country Major 
Missionary 

Group 

Conversion 
Rate (%) 

Key Focus of 
Missionary Work 

Major Obstacles 

China Jesuits, 
Protestants 

0.5% Education, Cultural 
Accommodation 

Nationalism, Boxer 
Rebellion 

Japan Jesuits, 
Protestants 

1% Education, Healthcare Persecution, 
Isolationism 

Philippines Spanish 
Catholics 

85% Conversion, Cultural 
Integration 

Indigenous 
Resistance, 
Uprisings 

 
Analysis of Data 

1) Conversion Rates: The conversion rates highlight the stark contrast 
between the success of missionary work in the Philippines compared to 
China and Japan. The Philippines' 85% conversion rate far exceeded the 
minimal success in China (0.5%) and Japan (1%), where indigenous 
religions and nationalist resistance were more prevalent. 

2) Missionary Focus: In China and Japan, missionary work primarily 
centered around education and healthcare rather than mass conversions. 
Jesuit missionaries, particularly in China, sought to integrate Western 
science and Christianity with Confucian philosophy, whereas in the 
Philippines, the focus was on direct conversions through the 
establishment of churches and religious integration into local governance. 

3) Obstacles Faced: Missionary efforts in both China and Japan were met 
with significant obstacles, including governmental persecution, 
isolationist policies, and nationalist resistance. In contrast, missionaries 
in the Philippines faced fewer obstacles, with the Spanish colonial 
administration actively supporting their efforts, resulting in the deep 
Christianization of the archipelago. 

 
6.2. THE GLOBAL LEGACY OF COLONIAL MISSIONARY 

ACTIVITIES 
The legacy of Christian missionary work during the colonial era extends far 

beyond the immediate impact on religious conversions. Across the globe, 
missionaries helped lay the foundations for modern education systems, healthcare, 
and social reforms, particularly in colonized regions. 

• Education: One of the most enduring legacies of missionaries is the 
establishment of schools and universities that continue to play a key role 
in post-colonial societies. In Africa, Asia, and Latin America, missionary 
schools introduced Western curricula and the concept of formal 
education, often in places where no such institutions previously existed 
(Comaroff & Comaroff, 1991). In countries like India, the Philippines, and 
many African nations, missionary-founded schools produced educated 
elites who later led nationalist movements and shaped the intellectual 
framework of their societies (Etherington, 2005). 

• Healthcare: Missionaries also pioneered modern healthcare in many 
regions. Missionary hospitals were often the only sources of modern 
medical treatment, particularly in rural and underserved areas. Today, 
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many of these hospitals continue to operate, often as some of the most 
respected healthcare institutions in their respective countries (Comaroff 
& Comaroff, 1991). The introduction of Western medicine, sanitation 
practices, and healthcare education by missionaries has had a lasting 
influence on public health systems in post-colonial societies. 

• Social Reforms: Missionaries played a crucial role in advocating for social 
reforms, particularly in areas such as women's rights, the abolition of 
slavery, and caste reform in India. These efforts contributed to the rise of 
social justice movements that aligned with the growing anti-colonial 
sentiment in many countries. In Latin America, Africa, and parts of Asia, 
missionaries often positioned themselves as allies of marginalized 
communities, using their influence to challenge local elites and colonial 
authorities alike (Bowie, 1998). 

While missionary activities sometimes reinforced colonial power structures, 
they also provided the ideological and institutional groundwork for post-colonial 
development. In many cases, the global legacy of missionaries is evident in the 
continued prominence of Christian educational and healthcare institutions, as well 
as in the lasting impact of social reforms initiated during the colonial era 
(Etherington, 2005). 

 
7. CONCLUSION 

7.1. SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS 
Christian missionary activities in colonial India evolved significantly over the 

centuries, shifting from initial attempts at religious conversion to broader social 
engagement through education, healthcare, and social reforms. Missionaries played 
a critical role in the establishment of schools, colleges, and hospitals, which continue 
to influence India’s modern education and healthcare systems. By advocating for 
reforms such as the abolition of Sati, widow remarriage, and caste-based 
discrimination, missionaries contributed to the wider movement for social justice in 
colonial India. The blending of Christian and Indian cultural practices also led to the 
formation of distinct Indian Christian communities that integrated elements of both 
traditions. 

Missionary efforts had varied success across regions, with South India and 
Kerala witnessing higher conversion rates and stronger integration of Christian 
institutions into society. However, their influence extended beyond conversion, as 
Western ideals introduced by missionaries shaped the intellectual foundations of 
Indian nationalism and the fight for independence. The legacy of missionary 
activities is still visible today in the continued operation of missionary-founded 
educational institutions, which are regarded as centers of excellence. 

 
7.2. EVALUATION OF THE MISSIONARY LEGACY IN MODERN 

INDIA 
The legacy of missionary work in modern India is multifaceted. In education, 

missionary-founded institutions remain some of the most prestigious in the country, 
contributing to India’s intellectual and professional elite. The spread of Western-
style education and the use of English as the medium of instruction provided many 
Indians with access to global knowledge and opportunities, significantly 
contributing to the development of India’s economy and political framework. 
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Social reform efforts by missionaries left a lasting impact on Indian society, 
particularly in promoting gender equality and advocating for the rights of 
marginalized communities such as Dalits and tribal groups. Missionaries helped lay 
the groundwork for many of the social justice movements that continue to advocate 
for these groups today. 

Religiously, the influence of missionaries helped shape the pluralistic nature of 
modern India. Although conversion efforts were limited in scope, the Indian 
Christian community has become an integral part of the nation’s religious and 
cultural diversity. The hybridization of religious and cultural practices introduced 
by missionaries has led to the creation of unique expressions of faith and culture 
within the Indian Christian tradition. 

However, contemporary debates around conversion and the role of 
missionaries in India’s pluralistic society continue to spark controversy. While many 
acknowledge the positive contributions of missionaries to education and social 
services, there are ongoing tensions related to religious conversions and their 
impact on communal harmony. 

 
7.3. SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
While this study has provided an overview of the missionary influence in 

colonial and modern India, further research could focus on region-specific studies 
to examine the varied impacts of missionary activities. South India, North-East India, 
and tribal regions each experienced missionary work differently, and a deeper 
exploration of these regional differences could provide more nuanced insights into 
the missionary legacy. 

Additionally, research could delve further into the political implications of 
missionary work, especially regarding their involvement in India’s independence 
movement. Examining the ways in which missionary institutions and ideals 
influenced Indian political leaders and reformers could shed light on the 
intersection between colonialism, religion, and politics. 

Lastly, future studies could explore the legacy of Christian missions in modern 
India’s cultural framework, particularly in areas such as art, literature, and religious 
practices. Investigating how Indian Christian communities have contributed to the 
broader cultural landscape of India would provide a fuller picture of the long-term 
impacts of missionary activities.  
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