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ABSTRACT

The present research examines the profound impact of digital technology on freelance
art in India, focusing on its evolution, opportunities, and challenges. Over the past few
decades, the expansion of digital tools has significantly transformed the nature of art
creation and distribution. This research traces the historical origins of digital art in India,
focusing on how traditional artistic practices have adapted to change with technological
advancements to create new forms and modes of art expression. The study provides
insight into the new opportunities digital technology has opened up for art, including
access to larger opportunities and global markets through online platforms and the
ability to engage with new art forms such as digital painting, animation, and multimedia
art. This expansion of art has provided artists with the opportunity to reach a wider
audience and diversify their creative output. However, the research also highlights the
significant challenges freelance artists face, as the art market today is increasingly facing
threats to its survival due to a lack of resources, increasing competition, and digital
reproduction.

Additionally, the research examines the impact that the technology sector is having on
traditional art. The paper also examines the educational pathways available for aspiring
digital artists in India and assesses the effectiveness of government policies and
initiatives aimed at supporting the digital arts sector.

It also provides practical insights for freelance artists to pursue an emerging market and
enhance their professional success. Overall, the study presents a comprehensive analysis
of how digital technology has reshaped freelance art in India, examines both the benefits
and barriers presented in this dynamic sector, and suggests potential directions for

future development.
properly attributed to its author.

Keywords: Digital Technology, Freelance Artistry, India, Art Evolution, Market
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1. INTRODUCTION

Although Indian art is complete in itself, while starting in the art world, an artist has to go through many steps, which
also give him the opportunity to improve his art. Since the history of India has been full of deep sorrows, the common
people here had to work very hard to save their existence from the time of the British and to get independence. Still, the
artists here have contributed a lot to keeping the art alive. And somehow India made its identity on the world stage on
the basis of its cells, which are known to the whole world today. But new artists have to work very hard to make an
identity in the art world. In this, new techniques coming from different countries with commercial thinking, new artists
have to face a lot of problems due to these people with commercial mindsets for their success in the business world of
India, due to which sometimes they also get failure. And if the artist does not learn new cells, then he may have to leave
the art world. Digital art has established itself as an important field within the broad spectrum of contemporary art in
India. As India has always been an optimistic society, it has started to work with the integration of technology in artistic
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A Review Study on The Impact of Digital Art on Freelance Art in India

practices. Many Indian artists have been actively involved in understanding the digital art genre. Their collaborations
herald a global growth where digital tools are being used to create innovative and interactive artworks.

The Indian art society has taken on a changing face with the introduction of new mediums. Today the growing IT
sector and access to computers and software have given artists the opportunity to create new artistic expressions as
opposed to traditional mediums. Digital art in India began to take shape in the 1990s, reflecting the country's growing
engagement with technology and globalization. This period also saw artists undergo a significant shift in their approach
to their medium, incorporating digital tools and techniques into their creative processes. Understanding this
development requires examining the socio-technical context, the key actors, and the new access they receive (Kumar 1-
13).

2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

In the article “The Growth of Freelance Art in the Digital Age,” Ravi Sinha (2015) discusses how digital technology
has revolutionized the freelance art world for new artists, especially in India. The study found how online portfolio
websites, such as Balance, and platforms such as Instagram, have allowed Indian artists to showcase their work globally.
This global exposure platform has given many freelance artists the opportunity to reach out to people across the country,
which was not possible before the digital age. Sinha indicates that the accessibility of these digital platforms and
technology is one of the key opportunities for the growth of the freelance art industry. According to the article, digital
platforms are playing a vital role in connecting art to the general public, (Sinha, 2015).

The article "Global Art Markets and Freelancers: The Role of Digital Platforms” by Neha Mehta (2020)
highlights the opportunities that digital platforms provide to Indian freelance artists. The author argues that software
such as Adobe Creative Suite and marketplaces such as Fiverr and Upwork have provided freelance artists with the
opportunity to access international markets, obtaining clients and projects from around the world. This research has
attempted to highlight how digital platforms are helping freelancers become more entrepreneurial, offering their
services on a project basis. However, the study also states that while these platforms bring opportunities, they also create
increased competition and challenges. Mehta also concludes that the opportunities for Indian freelance artists to
showecase their talent globally are far greater than the challenges posed by digital competition. (Mehta, 2020).

In the study “Challenges in the Digital Freelance Economy,” Bose (2019) expresses how digitization has given rise
to new barriers to the advancement of freelance art. A key issue in this study is the everyday competition faced by Indian
freelance artists. The industry has become increasingly vulnerable to funding as new artists enter the market and the
availability of digital tools for everyone to use. Bose argues that this advancement is forcing freelance artists to sell
artworks at lower prices or engage in price gouging, making it increasingly difficult to maintain a sustainable income
stream. Additionally, the study highlights issues related to intellectual property theft, which has become more prevalent
in the digital age due to the ease of copying artwork online and the new tools available. (2019)

Prasut Alekha Acharya, Sahitya Maiya and Simon Laishram (2014) in their article “Freelance Artistry in India:
Opportunities and the Role of Technology” show how digital technology has made content and resources more available
to Indian freelance artists. They highlight the affordability of digital art software and hardware, stating that this has
significantly lowered entry barriers for new artists. According to the article, the flexibility of digital tools has allowed
many Indian artists to transition from traditional mediums to digital art, opening up new possibilities for creative
expression. The study shows that the availability of digital tools has not only expanded the freelance market, but also
made the artistic process more efficient and collaborative. (Acharya et al., 2014).

In the article “Digital Freelancing in India: A Gender Perspective”, Verma (2021) describes how digital technology
has also impacted female freelancers in India. The study highlights how the ease offered by digital freelancing platforms
has helped women juggle work with other responsibilities, such as family care. It also discusses how the lack of social
security benefits, such as healthcare or retirement plans, leaves many female freelancers vulnerable to financial
instability. Verma concludes that while digital freelancing has empowered women by creating more flexible work
opportunities, it has also posed challenges related to job security and income stability. (Varma, 2021).
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2.1. RESEARCH GAP

e Tolook into how independent Indian artists have evolved, with a focus on how digital technology has affected this
shift

e Analyze the chances for worldwide recognition, exposure, and market access that digital platforms and tools
present to independent Indian artists

e Look at the challenges that India's independent artists are facing due to intellectual property concerns, digital
competition, and a lack of social protection

o To assess how socioeconomic factors, particularly those related to regional inequality and financial stability, affect
independent Indian artists' usage of digital technologies

Long-Term Career Sustainability: Limited research on how digital platforms affect artists' careers and financial
stability over time.

Emerging Technologies: Insufficient exploration of newer technologies like Al and blockchain in relation to freelance
artistry.

Regional and Demographic Variations: Lack of focus on how digital technology impacts freelance artists in different
regions, especially in developing countries.

Psychological and Creative Impacts: Few studies on the psychological effects and creative challenges of maintaining
an online presence.

Equity and Accessibility: Neglect of disparities in access to digital tools among artists from marginalized or lower-
income backgrounds.

Hybrid Art Forms: Limited research on how blending traditional and digital techniques influences artistic practices.

Policy and Support Structures: Inadequate analysis of how public policies and institutional supports are adapting to
digital freelance artistry.

Platform Dynamics and Algorithms: Sparse research on how algorithms and platform policies affect artist
visibility and income.

Intellectual Property and Copyright: Few studies on how digital platforms impact copyright protection for
freelance artists.

Cross-Disciplinary Impacts: Lack of exploration into how digital technology affects interdisciplinary art forms and
collaborations.

2.2. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES
1) To examine the impact of digital technology on the evolution of freelance artistry in India.
2) To observe the opportunities created by digital platforms for Indian freelance artists.
3) To analyse the challenges faced by freelance artists in India in the digital landscape.

2.3. RESEARCH QUESTIONS

e How has the evolution of digital technology transformed the landscape of freelance artistry in India?

e what opportunities do digital platforms offer to freelance artists in India regarding global exposure and market
access?

e what challenges do freelance artists in India face in the digital landscape, particularly concerning competition,
intellectual property, and financial stability?

e How do socio-economic factors influence the adoption and success of digital technology among freelance artists in
different regions of India?

Research Design:

This study uses a descriptive approach to explore the impact of digital technology on freelance artistry in India. It
will involve surveys and interviews with freelance artists and content analysis of digital platforms.

ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts 385


https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh

A Review Study on The Impact of Digital Art on Freelance Art in India

3. METHODOLOGY

In this research, the researcher employs conceptual content analysis to examine the impact of digital technology on
freelance artistry in India. This study focuses on synthesizing information from existing literature, including academic
journals, articles, reports, and relevant online resources.

3.1. DATA COLLECTION TECHNIQUE

The study is centered on qualitative data gathered from a comprehensive review of secondary sources. The
researcher has identified key themes and concepts related to digital tools, market opportunities, and socio-economic
challenges facing freelance artists. A coding framework has been developed to systematically analyze these themes
within the selected literature, facilitating a deeper understanding of the subject matter.

Codes for the Conceptual Content Analysis

e Theme

e Opportunities Created by Digital Technology
e Challenges Faced by Freelancers

e Impact on Artistic Expression

e Societal Attitudes Towards Freelancing

Population/Universe of the Study

All freelance artists in India utilizing digital technology for their work, including visual artists, graphic designers,
animators, and writers, over the last two decades.

Sample Selection

1) The selection criteria for the participants and data include:

2) Freelancers who have been active for at least two years.

3) Artists who utilize digital platforms for showcasing and selling their work.

4) Participants must represent various artistic disciplines (e.g., visual arts, graphic design, and writing).
5) All selected freelancers should have a portfolio available online.

6) Focus on individuals who actively engage with social media for marketing and networking.

The purpose of the study is centered on the portrayal of the impact of digital technology on freelance artistry and
the evolving landscape of opportunities and challenges. To achieve this, purposive sampling techniques have been
employed, focusing on the above-mentioned selection criteria.

Table 1 Transformation of Freelance Artistry in India Due to Digital Technology

Aspect Description Source
Historical Development | Digital art began to emerge in India in the early 1990s, marking a shift from traditional | Kumar, 2022
mediums.
Integration of Tools Over 70% of artists now use digital tools, enabling new forms of artistic expression. NASSCOM, 2023
Shift in Artistic = Digital tools have allowed for multimedia art, including animation and interactive installations. = Acharyaetal, 2014
Mediums

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

The evolution of digital technology has significantly transformed freelance artistry in India. The early 1990s marked the
beginning of this transition, as artists started integrating digital tools into their creative processes. The fact that over
70% of artists currently use digital tools illustrates the widespread acceptance and dependence on technology for artistic
expression. This shift has enabled new mediums, including multimedia art, which has diversified the landscape of Indian
art.

Table 2: Opportunities Created by Digital Platforms for Freelance Artists
Opportunity Description Source
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Global Market Access Digital platforms like Fiverr and Upwork enable artists to secure international clients, enhancing = Mehta, 2020
revenue potential.
Increased Visibility Artists using Instagram report an engagement rate of 2-5%, significantly improving their reach. Hootsuite,
2023
Diverse Revenue = Freelancers can offer various services (graphic design, digital painting) on multiple platforms. NASSCOM,
Streams 2023

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Digital platforms have created vast opportunities for freelance artists in India, allowing them to reach international
markets. With a 2-5% engagement rate on social media, artists can showcase their work effectively, leading to increased
visibility and client acquisition. Furthermore, the ability to offer diverse services across multiple platforms enhances
their income potential and professional growth.

Table 3: Challenges Faced by Freelance Artists in the Digital Landscape

Challenge Description Source
Market Saturation Approximately 57% of freelancers face market saturation, leading to price competition. | LinkedIn, 2023
Intellectual Property = 65% of artists have reported copyright infringement of their digital works. The Art Law Journal,
Issues 2022
Financial Instability Many freelancers lack social security benefits, making them vulnerable to economic = Verma, 2021
fluctuations.

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

While digital technology has opened new avenues, it also presents significant challenges. Market saturation is a
critical issue for 57% of freelancers, forcing them to compete on price rather than quality. Additionally, copyright
infringement remains a major concern for 65% of artists, impacting their ability to protect their work. Furthermore, the
absence of social security benefits exacerbates financial instability, making it difficult for artists to sustain their careers
in an increasingly competitive environment.

Table 4: Socio-Economic Factors Influencing Technology Adoption

Factor Description Source
Urban Vs. Rural | Urban artists have three times more access to digital resources than their rural Indian School of Business,
Disparities counterparts. 2023
Economic Barriers The cost of digital tools remains a barrier for many aspiring artists in lower-income = Acharyaetal., 2014
brackets.
Educational Online learning enrolment has surged by 200% since 2020, indicating a push for skill = Coursera, 2023
Opportunities development.

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Socio-economic factors play a crucial role in shaping the landscape of freelance artistry in India. Urban artists enjoy
significantly better access to digital resources compared to rural artists, creating disparities in opportunities. Economic
barriers, particularly the cost of digital tools, remain a challenge for many aspiring artists, limiting their ability to
participate fully in the digital economy. However, the increase in online learning enrolment signals a positive trend
towards skill development, which may help bridge some of these gaps.

Table 5: Government Initiatives Supporting Digital Artistry

Initiative Description Source
Digital India Campaign = Aims to empower artists with digital tools, increasing accessibility and | Ministry of Electronics and Information
support for the creative sector. Technology, 2022
Funding for Arts Government grants available to support digital art projects, enhancing = NASSCOM, 2023
innovation in the sector.
Skill Development Programs aimed at enhancing digital skills for artists, especially in rural = Indian School of Business, 2023
Programs areas.

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Government initiatives such as the Digital India Campaign play a pivotal role in supporting the digital art sector. By
providing access to digital tools and funding for artistic projects, these programs enhance innovation and creativity
among artists. Additionally, skill development programs are essential in equipping artists, particularly those in rural
areas, with the necessary skills to thrive in a digital landscape.
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4. OVERALL RESULTS

The research highlights a complex interplay between opportunities and challenges faced by freelance artists in India
due to digital technology. The evolution of digital tools has transformed the artistic landscape, providing significant
opportunities for global market access, increased visibility, and diverse revenue streams. However, challenges such as
market saturation, copyright issues, and socio-economic disparities present ongoing hurdles.

Overall, while digital technology has empowered freelance artists, a supportive ecosystem, including robust
government initiatives and improved access to resources, is crucial for sustained growth and stability in this sector. The
findings suggest a need for ongoing research and policy intervention to address the challenges while capitalizing on the
opportunities presented by the digital era.

1) Reasons for Adopting Digital Art
Several factors contributed to the adoption of digital art by Indian artists:

Technological Advancements: The proliferation of computers and digital tools provided artists with new means
of creation. Access to software for graphic design, animation, and digital manipulation opened up new possibilities for
artistic expression (Kumar 20-45).

Globalization: As India became more integrated into the global economy, artists were exposed to international
trends and practices. Digital art, as a global phenomenon, offered a way to connect with global art movements and engage
with contemporary issues.

Innovative Expression: Digital media allowed artists to experiment with new forms of visual storytelling and
interactive art. The ability to create dynamic and multimedia works appealed to artists looking to push the boundaries
of traditional art forms.

Accessibility: Digital tools made art creation more accessible, enabling artists to produce and distribute their work
with greater ease. This democratization of art production facilitated the growth of digital art in India.

2) Key Figures and Their Contributions

Sushil Kumar: Often regarded as one of the pioneers of digital art in India, Kumar began experimenting with digital
media in the mid-1990s. His work, primarily in the form of digital paintings and prints, explored themes of identity and
technology. Kumar's engagement with digital art was driven by a desire to merge traditional artistic sensibilities with
emerging technological capabilities.

Navjot Altaf: A significant contemporary artist, Altaf integrated digital techniques into her multidisciplinary
practice. Her work in the 2000s utilized digital media to address socio-political themes, reflecting a broader trend among
Indian artists to engage with global issues through technology. Altaf's choice of digital art was influenced by her
commitment to innovative storytelling methods and visual experimentation.

Nikhil Chopra: Known for his performance art and multimedia installations, Chopra's involvement with digital art
emerged in the late 1990s. He utilized digital media to expand the scope of his performance works, exploring themes of
identity and history. Chopra's use of digital tools allowed him to create immersive and interactive art experiences,
pushing the boundaries of traditional art forms.

Ravi Agarwal: An environmentalist and artist, Agarwal began incorporating digital technology into his art practice
in the early 2000s. His work often addresses environmental issues and urbanization, using digital art to convey complex
messages about ecological and social change. Agarwal's choice of digital media was driven by its ability to effectively
communicate and engage with contemporary issues.

Bharti Kher: Kher's work, which includes digital media, emerged in the 2000s as part of her exploration of identity
and cultural narratives. Her digital art often incorporates elements of traditional Indian art, creating a hybrid visual
language that reflects her diverse influences. Kher's engagement with digital tools was motivated by their capacity to
blend historical and modern elements in her art.

3) Awards and Recognition

Indian digital artists have received various accolades for their contributions:

Sushil Kumar received recognition at several digital art festivals and exhibitions, establishing himself as a
prominent figure in the Indian digital art scene.
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Navjot Altaf has been awarded for her innovative use of digital media in her art practice, including accolades from
national and international art institutions.

Nikhil Chopra has received praise for his multimedia performances and installations, which incorporate digital
elements to create immersive experiences.

Ravi Agarwal has been recognized for his work addressing environmental issues through digital art, receiving
awards from environmental and art organizations.

Bharti Kher has received numerous awards for her innovative approach to combining traditional and digital art
forms, including recognition from major art institutions in India and abroad.

Impact of Technology on Freelance Artists in Fine and Visual Arts

The advent of technology has significantly impacted the fine art and visual art fields, especially for freelance artists.
This impact encompasses both positive and negative aspects, affecting the way artists create, market, and monetize their
work. Understanding these changes involves exploring how technology has altered traditional practices and what
implications these changes have for the future of freelance artists.

Positive Impacts Increased Accessibility and Exposure: Technology has provided artists with platforms like
Behance, ArtStation, and Instagram, enabling them to showcase their work to a global audience. This increased visibility
can lead to more opportunities for commissions and collaborations. Websites such as Etsy and Saatchi Art allow artists
to sell their work directly to buyers without needing a physical gallery, broadening their market reach.

Enhanced Tools and Techniques: Software such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and Procreate has expanded the
creative possibilities for artists. These tools offer advanced features for design, illustration, and digital painting that were
previously unavailable or less efficient with traditional methods. Digital tools can automate repetitive tasks, streamline
workflows, and enable artists to focus more on creative aspects. For instance, digital brushes and textures can simulate
traditional painting effects with greater flexibility.

New Forms of Art: Technology has introduced new art forms such as digital art, generative art, and interactive
installations. These forms offer artists innovative ways to express their creativity and engage with audiences.

Global Collaboration: Tools like Zoom and collaborative platforms allow artists to work with clients and other artists
worldwide, breaking geographical barriers and creating opportunities for diverse projects.

Negative Impacts

Over-Saturation and Competition: The ease of access to digital platforms has led to a saturation of the market. This
increased competition can make it difficult for individual artists to stand out and secure commissions. With more artists
entering the digital space, maintaining high-quality standards and distinguishing one's work from others becomes more
challenging.

Devaluation of Art: The proliferation of digital art and easy access to tools may lead to lower pricing for digital
artworks, as clients may expect lower prices due to the perceived lower cost of production. The ability to easily
reproduce digital art can lead to concerns about the uniqueness and value of the artwork.

Skill Development and Dependence: As artists increasingly rely on digital tools, there is a risk of losing traditional
skills such as hand-drawing and painting. This shift may affect the depth of artistic techniques and craftsmanship. Heavy
reliance on digital tools can make artists dependent on software and hardware, potentially leading to challenges if
technology fails or becomes obsolete.

Intellectual Property Concerns: Digital art is more easily shared and copied, raising concerns about intellectual
property theft and unauthorized use of artworks.

Evolution and Duration

The impact of technology on the art world has evolved over the past few decades. The proliferation of digital tools
began in earnest in the late 20th century, with significant advancements in software and hardware occurring in the

2000s. The widespread use of social media and online platforms for art promotion has accelerated these changes in the
past 10-15 years.
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Strategies for Freelance Artists

Adapting Skills: Artists should stay updated with technological advancements and learn new tools and techniques
to remain competitive. Online courses and tutorials can help enhance digital skills. Maintaining proficiency in both
traditional and digital methods can provide a well-rounded skill set and preserve craftsmanship.

Effective Marketing: Developing a strong online portfolio and actively engaging on social media can help artists gain
visibility and attract potential clients. Participating in online art communities, forums, and virtual exhibitions can foster
connections and open up new opportunities.

Protecting Intellectual Property: Using watermarks and digital rights management tools can help protect artwork
from unauthorized use. Artists should also consider legal advice on copyright and licensing.

Diversifying Income Streams: Sharing skills through workshops or online tutorials can provide additional income
and help build a reputation as an expert in the field.

Digital Art in India: Academic Opportunities, Career Paths, and Industry Insights
Academic Opportunities in Digital Art

For those interested in pursuing a career in digital art, India offers a range of educational programs, including degree
and diploma courses. These programs are available at several prestigious institutions across major cities. Here is an
overview:

Degree and Diploma Courses

Bachelors and Masters Degrees: Institutions like the National Institute of Design (NID) in Ahmedabad and the
Delhi College of Art offer specialized degrees in digital art and design.

Diploma Programs: Various universities and art colleges provide diploma courses focusing on digital media,
animation, and graphic design (Mehta 55-78).

Institutions and Their Programs
National Institute of Design (NID), Ahmedabad

Program: Bachelor of Design (B.Des.) and Master of Design (M.Des.) with specializations in Animation and Digital
Media.

Year Established: NID has been offering design programs since 1961.

Reference: National Institute of Design: A Design Journey. National Institute of Design, 2010.

Delhi College of Art, New Delhi

Program: Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) and Master of Fine Arts (MFA) with focus on digital media and art.
Year Established: Delhi College of Art has been providing art education since 1942.

Reference: Delhi College of Art: A Historical Perspective. Delhi College of Art, 2015.

Industry Insights

The Indian art industry has undergone significant changes due to digital technology. Key insights into the industry's
evolution, market dynamics, and artist experiences are as follows:

Market Expansion
Singh, Vikram. The Impact of Digital Technology on Indian Art Industries. Springer, 2023, pp. 130-150.
Challenges and Opportunities

Patel, Rajeev. “Unexplored Aspects of Digital Art in India.” Contemporary Indian Art Review, vol. 12, no. 2, 2022, pp.
90-110.
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Digital Artist Shushil Kumar work
Website link https://khojstudios.org/person/sushil-kumar/

Artist - Navjot Altaf Digital Artwork
https://volte.art/artists/52-navjot-altaf/

Artist - Nikhil Chopra Digital Artwork
https://www.portrait.gov.au/content/nikhil-chopra
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5. CONCLUSION

The analysis reveals that digital technology has transformed freelance artistry in India, offering exciting
opportunities for global visibility while also presenting challenges like market saturation and competition, which often
lead artists to undervalue their work. Socio-economic disparities further hinder access to digital resources, complicating
the journey for many aspiring artists. Although government initiatives provide some support, more comprehensive
action is needed to address these issues. Ultimately, fostering a collaborative community that embraces both the
opportunities and challenges of the digital landscape is essential for empowering freelance artists and helping them
thrive in their creative pursuits.
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